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'Afghanistan 
would be wiped 
off the fire 
of the Earth' 


M£ai — - 


Alex Brandon/AP 


President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan in the White House on Monday. 

Trump’s comments prompt dismay, calls for clarification in Kabul 


500/Free to Deployed Areas 

S. Korea fires 
warning shots 
in Russian 
plane incident 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korean fighter jets fired some 
360 warning shots after a Rus¬ 
sian military aircraft violated 
airspace twice Tuesday off the 
peninsula’s east coast in an un¬ 
precedented breach, defense of¬ 
ficials said. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
it had carried out a joint air patrol 
with China in the Asia-Pacific 
region for the first time. But it 
denied that any border violations 
took place. 

The encounters occurred after 
three Russian and two Chinese 
warplanes entered South Korea’s 
air defense identification zone, 
which is a buffer zone that’s not 
defined by international law or 
treaty, the officials said. 

A Russian early warning and 
control plane then advanced and 
briefly flew over the eastern¬ 
most islets of Dokdo, which South 
Korea considered a violation of its 
territorial airspace. 

Seoul mobilized fighter jets, 
including F-15s and F-16s, which 
fired warning shots to block the 
Russian aircraft. Officials told re¬ 
porters those included flares and 
machine-gun rounds that were 
fired toward an area more than 
SEE WARNING ON PAGE 2 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Afghan 
government has called for clarification of 
remarks made by President Donald Trump 
that he could end the war in Afghanistan in 
a matter of days by wiping the country “off 
the face of the earth,” although he would not 
do so. 

Trump’s comments in the Oval Office, 
ahead of a meeting with Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, came amid growing 
concerns that the Kabul government is being 


sidelined in discussions of the country’s 
future. 

“Given the multifaceted relationship be¬ 
tween Afghanistan and the United States, 
the government of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan calls for clarification on the U.S. 
president’s statements,” President Ashraf 
Ghani’s office said in a statement Tuesday. 

“While the Afghan government supports 
the U.S. efforts for ensuring peace in Af¬ 
ghanistan, the government underscores 
that foreign heads of state cannot determine 
Afghanistan’s fate in the absence of Afghan 
leadership,” the statement added. 


Months of preliminary peace negotiations 
between American and Taliban officials 
aimed at ending the war have excluded the 
government, though the U.S. says Kabul’s 
eventual participation is mandatory. 

U.S. Special Representative for Afghani¬ 
stan Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad ar¬ 
rived in Kabul on Tuesday for talks with the 
Afghan government to map out next steps 
in the peace process, the State Department 
said. Khalilzad will also meet in Afghanistan 
with civil society representatives, including 
women’s rights groups, before traveling to 
SEE COMMENTS ON PAGE 5 
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N. Korea’s Kim inspects new sub amid tensions 



Korean Central News Agency 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspects a new submarine in this 
undated photo. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in¬ 
spected a new submarine and its 
weapons systems, state-run media 
reported Tuesday, the latest ap¬ 
parent effort to raise pressure on 
the United States amid efforts to 
resume nuclear talks. 

He expressed “great satisfac¬ 
tion” after reviewing the opera¬ 
tional and tactical and combat 
weapons systems of the new sub¬ 
marine, the Korean Central News 
Agency reported, adding that its 
operational deployment is “near 
at hand.” 

“The operational capacity of a 
submarine is an important com¬ 
ponent in [the] national defense 
of our country bounded on its east 
and west by sea,” Kim was quoted 
as saying. 

He also “stressed the need to 
steadily and reliably increase the 


national defense capability by di¬ 
recting big efforts to the develop¬ 
ment of the naval weapons and 
equipment” such as submarines, 
KCNA said. 


The report came about a week 
after North Korea warned it may 
restart its nuclear weapons test¬ 
ing program if the U.S. conducts 
joint military exercises with South 


Korea as expected next month. 

KCNA didn’t provide specif¬ 
ics about the submarine’s weap¬ 
ons systems or a date for the 
inspection. 

The U.S. has largely dismissed 
the saber-rattling by North Ko¬ 
rean media as the administration 
presses to break the deadlock that 
stalled negotiations aimed at per¬ 
suading Kim to give up his nucle¬ 
ar weapons. 

President Donald Trump met 
with Kim on June 30 in a surprise 
summit in the truce village of 
Panmunjom on the heavily forti¬ 
fied border that divides the pen¬ 
insula. He said the two leaders 
agreed to resume talks, but no 
date has been set. 

Talks stalled after Trump and 
Kim ended a late February sum¬ 
mit in Vietnam without agree¬ 
ment due to differences over their 
respective demands for complete 
denuclearization and incremental 
sanctions relief. 


The KCNA report and photos 
of Kim inspecting the submarine 
are the latest indication that the 
North is continuing its military 
development in tandem with dip¬ 
lomatic efforts. 

Experts have pointed out the 
North never agreed to cease de¬ 
velopment, although Kim did 
order the suspension of the mis¬ 
sile and nuclear tests that raised 
fears of war and prompted a war 
of words with Trump in 2016-17. 

North Korea has been known to 
be working aggressively on build¬ 
ing a ballistic-missile submarine, 
which poses major security risks 
because it would be harder to de¬ 
tect than land-based systems and 
able to maneuver in international 
waters. 

The North successfully test- 
fired a submarine-launched bal¬ 
listic missile in August 2016. 

gamel. kim@stripes. com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Warning: Russia claims patrols with China not directed against third countries 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

half a mile ahead of the Russian plane. 

The Russian plane left the airspace after 
three minutes but returned about 15 min¬ 
utes later, according to a timeline provided 
by officials from the Joint Chief of Staffs 
and the Ministry of National Defense. 

The Russian aircraft finally left the air¬ 
space and flew out of the air defense identi¬ 
fication zone after South Korean fighter jets 
responded again. 

“This is the first time military planes 
from a foreign country violated our territo¬ 
rial sky,” officials said, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity according to department 
policy. 


South Korea’s Foreign Ministry sum¬ 
moned Russia’s acting ambassador, while 
the military summoned Russia’s defense at¬ 
tache to file a formal complaint with them. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said it had 
joined China in conducting “the first joint 
air patrol by long-range aircraft in the Asia- 
Pacific region,” according to the Tass news 
agency. 

The ministry insisted that the flights were 
part of a military cooperation plan and not 
directed against third countries. 

It also dismissed reports of warning shots 
against the bombers, claiming “this would 
have triggered an immediate response.” 
However, the statement didn’t refer to an A- 


50 reconnaissance plane, which is what the 
South Koreans said entered their territory. 

President Moon Jae-in’s national security 
adviser, Chung Eui-yong, warned Moscow 
that South Korea takes the intrusion very 
seriously and “will take much stronger 
measures” if it happens again. 

Foreign planes have intruded into the 
air defense identification zone, known 
as KADIZ, but Seoul said it was the first 
time Chinese and Russian military planes 
conducted what appeared to be a joint 
operation. 

The Russian planes that trespassed in the 
KADIZ included two TU-95 bombers as well 
as the reconnaissance aircraft. The Chinese 


planes were both H-6 bombers and stayed 
in the area for the same amount of time, ac¬ 
cording to the South Korean military. 

The South Korean fighters sent more 
than 30 radio messages trying to communi¬ 
cate with the Russian and Chinese aircraft 
but received no reply, officials said. 

The former Soviet Union was a major 
benefactor of the communist North. A So¬ 
viet fighter jet fired a missile at a South Ko¬ 
rean passenger plane that had strayed into 
Soviet territory, killing the 269 people on 
board in 1983. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 
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Commandant's 
parental leave 
pledge praised 



Cory W. Bush/U.S. t 


An F-15E Strike Eagle sits on the flight line at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, in 2015. On Monday, Turkey’s 
foreign minister implied that U.S. access to bases such as Incirlik might be limited if Washington 
imposes sanctions on Turkey over its acquisition of a Russian air defense system. 

Turkey hints at review of base 
access if US levies sanctions 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — If Washington slaps 
sanctions on Turkey over its acquisition of a Rus¬ 
sian air defense system, U.S. use of two strategically 
vital bases could be at risk, the country’s foreign 
minister suggested. 

“We are currently running the process, whether 
it’s Incirlik, Kurecik or other issues,” Turkish For¬ 
eign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said Monday. “If 
America has very negative steps toward us, if there 
are sanctions or further steps, we will have answers 
to America.” 

Cavusoglu, who was speaking to Turkish TV news 
channel TGRT Haber, didn’t elaborate on what that 
process entailed. He dismissed concerns that the 
dispute with the U.S. could eventually result in Tur¬ 
key being forced out of NATO, but said that if sanc¬ 
tions are imposed they will respond. 

“If America has a hostile attitude towards us — as 
we have told them, we have no secrets — we take the 
countersteps,” Cavusoglu said. “It’s not a threat. It’s 
not a bluff.” 

Incirlik has been a hub for operations in the Mid¬ 
dle East dating to the early days of the Cold War. The 
base, where nuclear watchdogs say roughly 50 U.S. 
nuclear bombs are stored, has played a key role in 
operations against Islamic State in Syria and Iraq. 

U.S. operations at Incirlik are continuing nor¬ 
mally and the military-to-military relationship with 
Turkey hasn’t been affected amid the diplomatic 
tension, Gen. David Goldfein, Air Force chief of 
staff, said Friday. 


The U.S. also operates a radar on a mountaintop 
in Kurecik, which plays a key role in NATO’s bal¬ 
listic missile defense network. 

Operating in Turkey has always been compli¬ 
cated. During the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq, Tur¬ 
key prohibited the U.S. from staging forces in the 
country. 

Other allies also have grown frustrated with vari¬ 
ous Turkish demands over the years. In 2017, Ger¬ 
many pulled its troops out of Incirlik because of 
diplomatic disputes with Turkey and moved them 
in Jordan. 

The U.S. also has ramped up its presence in Jor¬ 
dan, spending about $150 million in the past couple 
of years on improvements at Muwaffaq Salti Air 
Base. Some security analysts have said the U.S. 
could shift operations to Jordan or even Greece if 
forced out of Incirlik. 

Ankara’s purchase of the Russian S-400 air de¬ 
fense system, which arrived at a Turkish base last 
week and is expected to be operational by early 
2020, has elevated tensions with Washington. In re¬ 
sponse, the U.S. has expelled Turkey from the F-35 
program, ending the country’s plan to acquire more 
than 100 of the stealth fighters. 

Washington also has warned that it could impose 
economic sanctions under the Countering Amer¬ 
ica’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act. So far, 
President Donald Trump hasn’t made clear what he 
will do, but Turkish leaders have said they believe 
Trump won’t retaliate with economic penalties. 


Trump orders Pentagon to make magnets 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday or¬ 
dered the Defense Department 
to spur the production of a slew 
of rare-earth magnets used in 
consumer electronics, military 
hardware and medical research 
amid concerns China will restrict 
exports of the products. 

Trump invoked the 69-year- 


old Defense Production Act 
— once used to preserve Ameri¬ 
can steelmaking capacity — to 
remedy what he called “a short¬ 
fall” in production of the super¬ 
strong magnets made with 
rare-earth minerals neodymium 
and samarium. 

The Defense Production Act 
allows the president to prioritize 
contracts for materials, equip¬ 
ment and services in order to 


preserve or build up domestic 
manufacturing capabilities. 

Trump’s orders Monday singled 
out magnets made of neodymium, 
iron and boron as well as those 
made with samarium and cobalt. 

The action follows a Trump 
administration report in June as¬ 
serting that the U.S. needs a sta¬ 
ble supply of critical minerals to 
ensure U.S. economic prosperity 
and the national defense. 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

The new Marine commandant’s 
pledge to significantly expand 
parental leave has buoyed advo¬ 
cates for military families, who 
say they hope that policies allow¬ 
ing for more caregiving time will 
spread beyond the Marine Corps. 

Marine Commandant Gen. 
David Berger said in planning 
guidance released earlier this 
month that he planned to “do ev¬ 
erything possible to provide par¬ 
ents with opportunities to remain 
with their newborns for extended 
periods of time,” including con¬ 
sidering up to a yearlong leave of 
absence for new mothers before 
returning to full duty. 

“We are 
very excited 
to see the 
Marine com¬ 
mandant’s de¬ 
cision,” said 
Amy Barron 
Smolinski, 
the executive 
director of 
the advocacy 
group Breast¬ 
feeding in 
Combat Boots. 

“From our members and fol¬ 
lowers I can tell you there’s tre¬ 
mendous support. It’s saying we 
believe in you and your families.” 

Tina Sherman, of the advo¬ 
cacy group momsrising.org, said 
her organization was similarly 
optimistic. 

“We’re very excited that this 
is being talked about,” she said. 
“We’re celebrating all the steps 
forward. In the end, families 
are going to be benefitting from 
this.” 

Berger’s guidance represents 
the first time a service chief has 
expressed plans for such an ex¬ 
pansion of time off to care for 
newborns. 

“We should never ask our Ma¬ 
rines to choose between being 
the best parent possible and the 
best Marine possible,” Berger’s 
letter said. “Our parental/mater¬ 
nity leave policies are inadequate 
and have failed to keep pace with 
societal norms and modern talent 
management practices.” 

Marines, like women in the 
other three Pentagon services, 
are entitled to six weeks of con¬ 
valescent leave and six weeks of 
“primary caregiver” leave. 

The plan, which would apply 
only to Marines, would more than 
restore the 18 weeks of leave sail¬ 
ors and Marines were granted by 
then-Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
in 2015, a policy slashed to 12 
weeks later by then-Defense Sec¬ 
retary Ash Carter. 


At the same time, Carter’s poli¬ 
cy doubled the six weeks of leave 
provided earlier by the Army and 
Air Force. 

Navy officials regarded the 
2015 change as detrimental to 
families and efforts to recruit and 
retain women, according to re¬ 
ports at the time. 

“So good for the commandant 
to say this isn’t good enough,” 
Mabus said Monday, according to 
Military.com. 

The expanded maternity leave 
could more closely align leave 
policies with those of allied 
militaries. 

Female Canadian, British and 
career Israeli troops, for ex¬ 
ample, get paid maternity leaves 
of at least 15 weeks, with up to a 
year of partially paid leave. 

But those countries also have 
national health care and insur¬ 
ance programs that pay for ma¬ 
ternity leave for working civilian 
mothers. In the U.S., there is no 
federally mandated parental paid 
leave. 

In 2016, only 14% of civilian 
workers had access to paid pa¬ 
rental leave through their em¬ 
ployers, according to the National 
Compensation Survey conducted 
by the federal Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

According to Sherman, a ma¬ 
jority of new mothers either could 
not quality for the 12 weeks of un¬ 
paid time off required by the 1993 
Family and Medical Leave Act or 
could not afford to use it. 

Decades of studies have shown 
that women need at least six to 
eight weeks to physically recover 
from childbirth and that giving 
parents time to bond with a new 
baby improves health outcomes. 

“We know the benefits are 
there,” Sherman said. “We need 
to get there.” 

Both groups have sought chang¬ 
es to current parental leave poli¬ 
cies dictated by the 2017 National 
Defense Authorization Act. 

“In cases of stillbirth, all pa¬ 
rental leave is rescinded, which 
is deeply problematic,” Barron 
Smolinski said. 

The Marine Corps took the lead 
on that issue as well, she said, is¬ 
suing a clarification last year or¬ 
dering six weeks of convalescent 
leave to be authorized in those 
cases. 

“We see this as part of a con¬ 
tinuum,” Barron Smolinski said. 
“We look at this as the U.S. mili¬ 
tary is often the leader in social 
policy. If the Marines can make it 
work, then the military can make 
it work. If the military can make 
it work, maybe we can make it 
work for everyone.” 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter:@montgomerynance 
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Esper confirmed as Pentagon chief 



Mark Esper testifies during the hearing on his nomination as 
defense secretary last week. The Senate confirmed him Tuesday. 


MILITARY 

Norquist 
tapped as 
deputy DOD 
secretary 

By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — David 
Norquist was nominated Tuesday 
by President Donald Trump to be 
the next deputy defense secre¬ 
tary, a job that he has been doing 
since January. 

Trump announced his inten¬ 
tion to nominate Norquist as dep¬ 
uty secretary in June along with 
Mark Esper, whose nomination 
as defense secretary was con¬ 
firmed by the Senate on Tuesday. 

Norquist will return full time 
to his position as the Pentagon’s 
comptrol¬ 
ler and chief 
financial of¬ 
ficer, which 
he has held 
since 2017, 
while await¬ 
ing Senate 
confirma¬ 
tion as dep¬ 
uty defense 
secretary. 

Norquist’s 
confirmation 
hearing is scheduled for Wednes¬ 
day morning before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

His confirmation could be a 
quick process as the Senate nears 
its monthlong August recess in 
two weeks. 

“The deputy secretary of de¬ 
fense is the number two civilian 
role at the Pentagon, so it’s in¬ 
credibly important to receive a 
formal nomination and confirm 
the nominee quickly,” Sen. Jim 
Inhofe, R-Okla., chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee, said in a statement Thursday 
about Norquist’s hearing. “But 
while there is a sense of urgency, 
the committee must thoroughly 
consider nominations that we 
receive.” 

Norquist has been working in 
federal financial management for 
about three decades, according to 
his Pentagon biography. 

He was also the first Senate- 
confirmed chief financial officer 
for the Department of Homeland 
Security. 

As the Pentagon’s comptrol¬ 
ler, Norquist was responsible for 
overseeing the department’s first 
full audit since it was required by 
Congress in the early 1990s. 

At the time it was released in 
November 2018, Norquist said he 
believed it was the largest finan¬ 
cial audit ever undertaken, with 
$2.7 trillion in assets and $2.6 
trillion in liabilities. 

Norquist received Bachelor of 
Arts in Political Science and a 
Master of Public Policy from the 
University of Michigan. 

He also received a Master of 
Arts in National Security Studies 
from Georgetown University in 
Washington. 
kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Sen¬ 
ate on Tuesday confirmed Mark 
Esper as defense secretary, end¬ 
ing seven months of turmoil 
about who would secure the top 
job at the Pentagon and lead the 
U.S. military. 

Esper was confirmed in a 90- 
8 vote by the Senate. Sens. Amy 
Klobuchar, D-Minn.; Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass.; Kamala Har¬ 
ris, D-Calif.; Kirsten Gillibrand, 
D-N.Y.; and Cory Booker, D-N.J., 
who are all Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidates, were among the 
lawmakers who voted no. 

Since former Defense Secre¬ 
tary Jim Mattis resigned Dec. 
31, there have been three acting 
defense secretaries leading the 
Pentagon. 

Former acting Defense Sec¬ 
retary Patrick Shanahan was 
announced by the White House 
in May as President Donald 
Trump’s intended nominee for 
the position, though it never hap¬ 
pened. Shanahan resigned in 
June after several news outlets 
reported incidents of domestic 
violence within his family. 

Trump then selected Esper to 
be acting defense secretary. 

By July 15, his nomination to 
the position was submitted to 
Congress. Navy Secretary Rich¬ 
ard Spencer then stepped in as 
acting defense secretary while 
Esper went through the Senate 
confirmation process. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force has paused incentive fee 
payments to a company that 
runs its on-base housing at 21 
installations amid allegations 
Balfour Beatty Communities, 
LLC employees falsified mainte¬ 
nance work logs delivered to the 
service. 

John Henderson, the assistant 
secretary of the Air Force, said in 
a statement that he has ordered 
the fees — about $4.3 million 
— withheld until Balfour Beatty 
conducts an independent review 
of the maintenance that it has 
completed at Air Force installa¬ 
tions and the work orders docu¬ 
menting those actions. He gave 
the company 90 days to complete 
that assessment. 

The Air Force initially sus¬ 
pended maintenance incentive 
payments last month to Balfour 
Beatty at three installations after 
allegations surfaced that an em¬ 
ployee had provided service of¬ 
ficials falsified maintenance logs 
at Tinker Air Force Base in Okla¬ 
homa. Those logs showed main¬ 
tenance work completed in the 
time allotted for the company to 
receive the incentive pay, while 
other logs held by the Balfour Be¬ 
atty showed the work took longer 


Spencer will leave the post 
Tuesday after Esper is appointed 
to the job. 

“We’re in a very great position 
we’re not very often in in that we 
have someone that is enthusiasti¬ 
cally supported by Republicans, 
by Democrats, and he is obvious¬ 
ly the right person who has the 
trust of our president, he has the 
trust of our military, the trust of 
Congress and the country to keep 
our nation safe,” Sen. Jim Inhofe, 
R-Okla., chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said 
before the Senate voted to con- 


to complete, according to Reuters 
and CBS News, who first report¬ 
ed the falsified logs in a joint re¬ 
port June 18. They reported some 
military family members living 
in those housing locations were 
exposed to sewage spills, vermin 
and mold outbreaks. 

It marked the latest in a laun¬ 
dry list of allegations of abhorrent 
conditions in privatized on-base 
U.S. military housing across the 
globe that has raised the ire of 
Congress and top Pentagon offi¬ 
cials in recent months. 

On Monday, the Air Force said 
a new allegation had been brought 
to its attention this month of simi¬ 
lar falsified maintenance records 
at Mountain Home Air Force 
Base in Idaho. 

“The Air Force takes these alle¬ 
gations very seriously and is tak¬ 
ing immediate action to ensure 
housing management controls 
are in place at Mountain Home 
and other locations managed by” 
Balfour Beatty, Henderson, the 
service’s installation manage¬ 
ment chief, said in a statement. 
“In addition, the Air Force has 
communicated the gravity of the 
situation to [Balfour Beatty] lead¬ 
ership and notified the Air Force 
Office of Special Investigations.” 

A spokesperson for Balfour Be¬ 
atty said Tuesday that the compa- 


firm Esper. 

Esper is the first defense secre¬ 
tary to have graduated from a ser¬ 
vice academy, the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point in 1986. 
He received a commission as an 
infantry officer and later worked 
on Capitol Hill as a staffer and 
then as the vice president for gov¬ 
ernment relations at Raytheon, 
the top lobbyist for the country’s 
third-largest defense contractor. 

Esper’s confirmation to de¬ 
fense secretary was quick, last¬ 
ing seven business days from his 
nomination to the vote approving 


ny had suspended an employee at 
Mountain Home who might have 
improperly filed maintenance 
work orders amid an investiga¬ 
tion. The spokesperson said the 
company is also probing allega¬ 
tions of wrongdoing at Tinker. 

“We are cooperating fully with 
the U.S. Air Force and relevant 
authorities on these matters,” 
the company said in a statement. 
“The allegations made do not re¬ 
flect the culture or the work ethic 
of over 1,200 employees across 
Balfour Beatty Communities who 
are dedicated to maintaining the 
highest standards of conduct and 
service at all the military facili¬ 
ties for which we are proud to be 
responsible.” 

Balfour Beatty oversees about 
15,500 homes at Air Force instal¬ 
lations. The company is respon¬ 
sible for another 18,900 homes 
on Army posts and 8,600 Navy 
homes. 

Officials with those services 
declined to comment specifically 
on the allegations raised at Air 
Force installations but they said 
Tuesday that reviews would be 
conducted on maintenance logs. 

The Pentagon in recent months 
has said it has addressed major 
problems at tens of thousands of 
privatized, on-base homes after 
issues including mold, pest in- 


his appointment to the job. 

He faced a confrontation dur¬ 
ing his confirmation hearing July 
16 with Warren, who raised con¬ 
cerns about potential conflicts of 
interests with his former employ¬ 
er, Raytheon. Despite Warren’s 
objections, Esper was approved 
Thursday for the job by the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee 
in a voice vote. 

Trump was expected to sign 
the appointment letter for Esper 
as defense secretary Tuesday 
evening, Jonathan Hoffman, 
chief Pentagon spokesman, said 
Tuesday. His first day as de¬ 
fense secretary is expected to be 
Wednesday. 

With Esper’s move to defense 
secretary, Ryan McCarthy, the 
undersecretary of the Army, 
is expected to be nominated as 
Army secretary. Trump an¬ 
nounced in June that McCarthy 
was his choice. 

When Esper was the acting de¬ 
fense secretary, McCarthy had 
stepped up to become the acting 
Army secretary and will return 
to that role now that Esper is de¬ 
fense secretary. 

If nominated for Army secre¬ 
tary, McCarthy would not have to 
step down as acting secretary be¬ 
cause as the first principal deputy 
to the secretary, he is responsible 
for filling the role if it is vacant. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 


festations, shoddy workmanship 
and unresponsive maintenance 
officials surfaced last year at in¬ 
stallations around the world. Top 
service leaders have worked to 
forge better relationships with 
landlord companies and to es¬ 
tablish new guidelines meant to 
empower the tenants of military 
housing to hold those companies 
accountable when they do not pro¬ 
vide adequate living conditions. 

Lawmakers, meanwhile, have 
heard extensively from military 
leadership, on-base housing com¬ 
panies and tenants about the is¬ 
sues and plans to address them. 

The military for most of its 
history ran its own on-base hous¬ 
ing. But in 1996, the Pentagon 
and Congress agreed to move its 
housing into the hands of private 
companies to own, maintain and 
run. That effort, the result of the 
Military Housing Privatization 
Initiative, was meant to address 
squalid living conditions in mili¬ 
tary housing raised in a Defense 
Department internal report. 

Some lawmakers in Congress in 
recent months have called for the 
military to take back ownership 
of on-post housing in hopes that 
commanders would better care 
for their troops and families. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Iran's navy chief: All US ships in Gulf recorded 


By Adam Taylor 

The Washington Post 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— A fleet of drones has allowed 
Iran to watch every U.S. ship in 
the Persian Gulf region and de¬ 
velop an archive of their daily 
movements, Iran’s top naval com¬ 
mander said in an interview pub¬ 
lished Tuesday. 

The comments come days after 
President Donald Trump said 
that a U.S. warship destroyed an 
Iranian drone. The Islamic Re¬ 
public denied that a drone had 
been shot down and subsequently 
released a video of a U.S. ship that 
it claimed, without explanation, 
proved their version of events. 

In an interview with a local 
news site, Rear Admiral Hossein 
Khanzadi, the head of Iran’s navy, 
expanded upon that point, claim¬ 
ing that drones watch every U.S. 
ship in the region. 

“Our drones have significant 


ranges and have no limitations 
in communication links. We have 
a complete archive of images of 
American vessels approaching 
from very far distances,” Khan¬ 
zadi said in an interview with the 
Young Journalists Club. 

Khanzadi said there was “an 
immense archive of the day to 
day and even moment to moment 
movements of American forces, 
whether in the Persian Gulf or 
Oman sea.” 

Iran has recently bragged 
about the technological advances 
in its drone program and promot¬ 
ed videos with dozens of drones 
running staged bombing runs. 

Khanzadi’s remarks were 
greeted with skepticism by some 
analysts, who say that Iran has 
often inflated its capabilities in a 
bid to rally domestic support and 
confuse foreign rivals. 

“There’s more than an element 
of bravura in the claim” that Iran 
can watch all U.S. ships in the re¬ 


gion, said Douglas Barrie, a senior 
fellow specializing in aerospace 
at the Institute for International 
Strategic Studies in London. 

Jeremy Binnie, Middle East and 
North Africa editor at Jane’s De¬ 
fence Weekly, said there was little 
doubt that Iran could track ships 
going through the Strait of Hor¬ 
muz, a narrow waterway through 
which a significant amount of the 
world’s traded oil is transported. 

“Their ability to track all those 
ships once they are in the Gulf 
is far more questionable,” he 
added. 

Khanzadi’s comments highlight 
the central role that unmanned 
aerial vehicles are playing in the 
dispute over the Persian Gulf. 
Last month, Iran shot down a U.S. 
drone that it said had entered its 
airspace. 

In response, the United States 
planned a retaliatory attack, but 
Trump called it off at the last 


minute. 

Trump said Thursday that a 
U.S. navy ship destroyed an Ira¬ 
nian drone that came too close to 
it. The drone came within 1,000 
yards of the USS Boxer in the 
Strait of Hormuz before the crew 
“took defensive action” and “im¬ 
mediately destroyed” it, accord¬ 
ing to the president. 

The next day, Iran rejected the 
claim and said that all of its drones 
had returned to their bases. 

“We have not lost any drone 
in the Strait of Hormuz nor any¬ 
where else,” tweeted Deputy For¬ 
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi. 

The Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard later released video ap¬ 
parently shot from a drone track¬ 
ing the USS Boxer. The drone 
recorded three hours of video of 
the USS Boxer and five other ves¬ 
sels from when they had entered 
Strait of Hormuz, the Revolution¬ 
ary Guard said on its website. 


Though it was not clear how 
the video proved that a drone had 
not been shot down, it did offer a 
glimpse into how Iran uses the 
unmanned vehicles to track U.S. 
ships. 

Though Iran’s drones are 
used primarily for surveillance, 
U.S. officials and experts have 
expressed concern that drones 
could be fitted with weapons and 
used in combat by Tehran and its 
allies. 

Iran’s semi-official Tasnim 
news agency ran an article on 
Tuesday that suggested Ameri¬ 
can military leaders were wor¬ 
ried of risks posed by the drone 
technology. 

“Pentagon generals are deeply 
concerned that if Iranian drones 
can pass their radars without 
being tracked by their terminat¬ 
ing mechanisms, they might as 
well carry out military attacks on 
their vessels if needed,” the ar¬ 
ticle said. 


Comments: Many Afghans ‘have been hurt by Trump’s words,’ Kabul resident says 



Kabul resident Sibghatullah Kakar criticized President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday for saying he could end the war in Afghanistan by wiping 
the country off the face of the earth. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Qatar to resume talks with the 
Taliban aimed at ending the Unit¬ 
ed States’ longest war. 

Trump on Monday described 
the U.S. military’s continued 
presence in Afghanistan as 
“ridiculous.” 

Some 14,000 American troops 
are in the country training Af¬ 
ghan forces and conducting coun¬ 
terterrorism missions as the war 
continues into its 18th year. 

“I think Pakistan is going 
to help us out to extricate our¬ 
selves,” Trump said, comparing 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan to po¬ 
licemen and saying he could win 
the war in a matter of days but it 
would result in the deaths of 10 
million people. 

“I have plans on Afghanistan 
that, if I wanted to win that war, 
Afghanistan would be wiped off 
the face of the Earth,” Trump 
said. “It would be gone. It would 
be over in — literally, in 10 days 
and I don’t want to go that route.” 

The Trump administration 
instead is banking on a dip¬ 
lomatic solution that includes 
Afghanistan’s neighbors, par¬ 
ticularly Pakistan, whose coop¬ 
eration is seen as vital for lasting 
peace. The U.S. has said it would 


like Pakistan to use its leverage 
to get the Taliban to agree to a 
cease-fire. 

Islamabad has long been ac¬ 
cused of fomenting unrest in 
Afghanistan and providing the 
Taliban with sanctuary to or- 


Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


chestrate cross-border attacks. In 
January 2018, Trump cut off $1.3 
billion in annual aid payments to 
Pakistan for not doing enough to 
combat terrorism. 

Islamabad has repeatedly 
rejected claims it is aiding the 


Taliban. 

Monday’s meeting between 
Trump and Khan, who was vis¬ 
iting the White House for the 
first time, suggested a thawing of 
relations. 

“To be honest, I think we have a 
better relationship with Pakistan 
right now than we did when we 
were paying that money,” Trump 
said. “But all of that can come 
back, depending on what we work 
out.” 

News of the meeting, especially 
of Trump’s comments, was av¬ 
idly discussed by Kabul residents 
Tuesday. 

Some called Trump’s com¬ 
ments irresponsible and worried 
the Taliban would use them in 
their propaganda to recruit more 
fighters. 

“As the leader of the U.S., 
Trump should have used better 
words,” said Sibghatullah Kakar, 
26. “Statements like that can re¬ 
ally harm this country.” 

Others said the U.S. president’s 
threat should not have been di¬ 
rected at Afghanistan but at its 
neighbor, Pakistan. 

“Trump should be telling Khan 
that Pakistan will be wiped off 
the earth if it keeps harboring 
terrorists, not that destroying 


Army reveals aspects of secret operation around DC 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

The Pentagon has revealed a 
few details about a secret Army 
mission that has Black Hawk he¬ 
licopters flying missions over the 
Washington area backed by ac¬ 
tive-duty and reserve soldiers. 

The mysterious classified op¬ 
eration was disclosed when the 
Army asked Congress for ap¬ 
proval to shift funds to provide 
an extra $1.55 million for aircraft 


maintenance, air crews and travel 
in support of an “emerging classi¬ 
fied flight mission.” 

It’s part of a $2.5 billion request 
this month to “reprogram” funds 
in the current fiscal year’s bud¬ 
get to programs considered high 
priorities. 

“Without additional funding, 
the Army will not be able to per¬ 
form this classified mission,” the 
Defense Department said. 

“Soldiers from assault helicop¬ 
ter company and aviation main¬ 


tenance units will be supporting 
the mission with 10 UH-60s and 
maintenance capabilities for 
four months,” according to the 
document, referring to the Black 
Hawks. 

The money will also pay for 
a specialized “Sensitive Com- 
partmented Information Facil¬ 
ity” at Davison Army Airfield 
at Fort Belvoir, Va., just outside 
Washington. 

Army spokesman Wayne Hall 
declined in an email to comment 


on some possibilities — including 
whether the mission involved pro¬ 
tecting the White House or other 
federal buildings and whether it’s 
making use of specialized com¬ 
mando units of the Pentagon’s 
Joint Special Operations Com¬ 
mand, which includes the Army’s 
Delta unit and Navy’s SEAL 
Team 6. 

Hall said the operation began 
early in the fiscal year, which 
started Oct. 1, and “the duration 
of the mission is undetermined.” 


Afghanistan is an option,” said 
Hakim Bashrat, 41. 

“Afghans have been working 
side-by-side with Americans and 
other foreign troops for years 
to fight terrorism, and because 
of this, many Afghans, includ¬ 
ing myself, have been hurt by 
Trump’s words,” Bashrat said. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
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Day care operator charged in baby's death 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — A Hawaii 
woman operating an unlicensed home day 
care at an Army-managed complex has 
been charged with manslaughter in the an¬ 
tihistamine poisoning death of a 7-month- 
old, according to court documents filed 
Monday. 

Dixie Denise Villa, 40, was arrested 
after turning herself in at Honolulu Police 
Department headquarters Saturday in the 
death of Abigail Lobisch, who died Feb. 24 
while staying overnight at the day care at 
Aliamanu Military Reservation in Honolu¬ 
lu. Her bail was set at $1 million, according 
to documents filed in Hawaii First Circuit 
District Court. 

The autopsy report found Abigail’s death 
was caused by a lethal amount of diphen¬ 
hydramine in her blood stream — roughly 
double the amount that has proven fatal in 
other infant deaths. 

Diphenhydramine is an over-the-counter 
antihistamine used to relieve symptoms of 
allergies and colds. The drug, which also 
goes by the brand name Benadryl, also in¬ 
duces sleep. 

Children younger than age 6 are advised 
to not use diphenhydramine unless direct¬ 
ed by a doctor. 

Toxicology testing found the level of di¬ 


phenhydramine in the 
girl’s blood stream 
at 2,400 nanograms 
per milliliter, court 
documents said. The 
average concentra¬ 
tion found in infants 
who have died from 
diphenhydramine is 
1,400 nanograms per 
milliliter. 

The child’s mother, Abigail Lobisch 
Anna Lobisch, had 
been using Villa’s day care services for 
about four months. 

On Feb. 23, she dropped Abigail and her 
2-year-old brother off at the Aulani Hotel, 
a Disney resort, where Villa had stayed the 
previous night with her two children, court 
documents said. 

After spending the day at the pool at the 
resort, Villa brought the four children back 
to her home at Aliamanu. Villa told Hono¬ 
lulu Police Department detectives the chil¬ 
dren were badly sunburned and that she 
applied lotion on them. 

Villa told detectives that the four chil¬ 
dren slept in one bed and that Abigail was 
“sleeping face down on her chest and the 
other three children were lying next to 
her,” court documents said. 

About 8:30 the next morning, Villa 
said she saw Abigail lying face down and 


that her skin looked 
“splotchy.” She was 
cold to the touch. 

Villa told detectives 
the only thing she 
had given Abigail for 
the sunburn was the 
lotion. 

Anna Lobisch, who 
still lives in Hawaii, 
declined to comment 
Villa on the arrest and 

charges. 

Villa’s husband, Aaron Villa, an active- 
duty Navy sailor, filed for divorce soon 
after Abigail’s death. He was granted a 
temporary restraining order by Hawaii 
family court and is seeking sole legal and 
physical custody of the couple’s two chil¬ 
dren because she is “not capable of safely 
caring for the children and neglects chil¬ 
dren to the extent that the children are 
not safe in her custody,” court documents 
said. 

Both moved out of Aliamanu. Dixie Villa 
said in court documents earlier this year 
that she had no permanent home and was 
now “couch surfing” with friends. 

She was arrested numerous times on bat¬ 
tery and domestic violence charges from 
1997 to 2006 while living in Hillsborough 
County, Fla., under the name Dixie De¬ 
nise Smith. She was convicted of domestic 


violence battery in 1998 and of battery in 
1999. 

Villa had continued to operate the un¬ 
licensed day care at Aliamanu despite 
being shut down several times by military 
police. 

Katie Camario, who lived next door, said 
she witnessed unsupervised toddlers in 
the backyard playing in unsafe conditions, 
including one incident in which a child was 
playing with a barbecue lighter. 

Shortly after Abigail’s death, Cama¬ 
rio and other neighbors of the day care 
showed up at an Army town hall meeting 
at Fort Shafter being held to gather com¬ 
ments about housing problems. 

“If you all knew for the span of over a 
year now that this had been going on at 
this home, why did you let it go on for this 
long?” Camario said to the gathered Army 
officials. 

The Army has yet to answer that 
question. 

U.S Army Hawaii has completed an 
investigation into Villa’s unlicensed day 
care, as well as the prevalence of unau¬ 
thorized day cares and what the Army is 
doing to deal with such providers. It is not 
issuing any findings from that investiga¬ 
tion, according to an Army Garrison Ha¬ 
waii spokesman. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 




Navy police officer gets 39 years 
after child sex crime conviction 



Maria Pyron 


Then-Petty Officer 1st Class Adam Pyron, shown at Yokosuka Naval 
Base, Japan, early this year, was sentenced to 39 years in jail after 
his conviction for child sex crimes. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
and Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — A Navy police officer 
was sentenced to 39 years in pris¬ 
on after his conviction Friday of 
seven child sex crimes involving 
an acquaintance’s 6- and 8-year- 
old children. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Adam 
Pyron, 29, a former master-at- 
arms at Yokosuka, was found guilty 
of rape of a child, two counts of at¬ 
tempted rape of a child and four 
counts of sexual abuse of a child 
by indecent communication, inde¬ 
cent exposure and sexual contact 
after a weeklong jury trial. 

The charges stem from the night 
of Feb. 4 after a Super Bowl party 
at a new friend’s house, when 
Pyron was accused of exposing 
himself to the children, rubbing 
himself on the 8-year-old and hav¬ 
ing the 6-year-old perform oral 
sex on him, according to court 
testimony. 

A week of testimony told a story 
of a fall from grace and loss of in¬ 
nocence that left two families in 
agony. 

The two families met while liv¬ 
ing temporarily in the base lodge 
after arriving in Japan, the vic¬ 
tims’ mother told Stars and Stripes 
in April. 

A few months later, after set¬ 
tling into their new home, the vic¬ 
tims’ parents were eager to make 
friends and invited acquaintances 
to watch the big game, the victims’ 
mother told Stars and Stripes. But 
only Pyron came. 

In Japan, the time zone differ¬ 
ence meant the Super Bowl kick¬ 


off started at 8:30 a.m. Monday. 
Sailors are traditionally given the 
day off to celebrate the American 
pseudo holiday. For Pyron, that 
involved drinking sun-up to sun¬ 
down at his new friends’ house, 
according to testimony. 

When night fell, he was too 
drunk to go home, so the family 
let him sleep on the living room 
couch, according to testimony. Be¬ 
cause they are minor victims of a 
sex crime, Stars and Stripes is not 
identifying the family involved. 

The 8-year-old was asleep in 
her second-floor bedroom that 
night when she woke to her 6- 
year-old sister telling her Pyron 
wanted them to come downstairs, 
she testified July 16 while clutch¬ 
ing a stuffed unicorn. 

The three lay down on the 
couch, the 8-year-old told jurors. 
The rest of the family was asleep 
upstairs. 

That’s when Pyron exposed and 
rubbed himself on the 8-year-old 
before she ran upstairs, the sisters 
testified. The 6-year-old said “the 
bad man” then told her to give him 
oral sex. She later ran away. 

Pyron found her and did it again, 
before offering to reciprocate, the 
6-year-old said through tears on 
the witness stand. 

“You can’t do that to kids,” the 
6-year-old told Pyron, according 
to her testimony. She then told him 
to leave. 

In the morning, the sisters told 
their mother what had happened 
as she was getting them ready 
for school. The family went to 
the base police station — Pyron’s 
command — to report the crime, 
the victims’ mother said. 

Pyron later admitted to the 


acts, saying he was “disgusted 
with himself” in a video of a four- 
hour interrogation with the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service 
the following day. 

“I remember realizing what I 
was doing, and it freaked me out 
so I left,” he said in the interroga¬ 
tion video. “I don’t do this stuff, 
but apparently I do.” 

On Wednesday, DNA forensic 
analyst Dawn Bassett testified 
that investigators found the 6- 
year-old’s DNA on Pyron’s geni¬ 
tals, according to court testimony. 
Bassett said the DNA was “likely 
from bodily fluid,” such as saliva. 

Pyron’s defense team argued 
that pointed to his innocence be¬ 
cause as a law enforcement officer 
he would have known to shower 
off any DNA evidence if he were 
guilty. 

While the 6-year-old’s DNA was 
found on Pyron, none of the 8- 
year-old’s DNA was found on him, 
according to Bassett’s testimony. 

Pyron’s DNA wasn’t discovered 
anywhere in the house or on the 
girls, Pyron’s wife, Maria Pyron, 
told Stars and Stripes on Tuesday. 
The DNA analyst testified that 
none of Pyron’s DNA was found 
on the 8-year-old, but she was not 
asked by the prosecution whether 
his DNA was found in the house or 
on the 6-year-old. 

“It should have been some¬ 
where in that room and it wasn’t 
anywhere,” Maria Pyron said. 

Pyron took the stand July 17 to 
retract his confession, which the 
defense argued was coerced. He 
testified that NCIS agents falsely 
convinced him of his guilt during 
the interrogation. 

Coming from a law enforcement 


background, Pyron said, he had no 
reason to disbelieve investigators. 

Pyron told jurors he was very 
intoxicated that night and his 
memory was hazy. He had more 
than 16 drinks before interacting 
with the children, according to his 
testimony. 

He told jurors he woke up to 
small hands on his genitals. His 
pants were already undone, he 
testified, and it was dark and dif¬ 
ficult to see. 

Maria Pyron told Stars and 
Stripes her husband remembered 
that the hands were “sticky,” 
which she said explained why the 
6-year-old’s DNA was found. She 
testified July 17 that her husband 
told her he thought something 
nefarious happened to him that 
night, she testified. 

“He told me he remembered 
hearing, ‘My daddy’s not gonna 
be your friend anymore,”’ Maria 
Pyron told Stars and Stripes. 

Pyron told jurors he didn’t ini¬ 
tially reveal this memory to inves¬ 
tigators because it didn’t fit with 
the NCIS version of events that he 


was led to believe. 

Jurors on Friday convicted 
Pyron on all charges. The judge, 
Capt. Stephen Reyes, sentenced 
him immediately to 39 years in 
prison, dishonorable discharge 
and reduction in rank to E-l. 

Pyron is appealing the verdict, 
Maria Pyron said. 

“This isn’t over yet,” Maria 
Pyron said. “My husband is not 
capable of something like this, and 
if he was, I wouldn’t be standing 
here right now.” 

Maria Pyron said she is mov¬ 
ing her family back to the United 
States while her husband goes to 
prison. She will stand by him, she 
said. 

The victims’ mother told Stars 
and Stripes the incident has 
changed her family permanently. 

“This is a bittersweet victory; 
our lives, as well as the lives of oth¬ 
ers have been forever marred by 
the actions of this sailor,” she said. 
“We remain sad, yet hopeful.” 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
lopez.christian@stripes 
Twitter: @CLopez_stripes 
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Special counsel Robert Mueller is scheduled to testify before 
Congress on Wednesday. The Justice Department says he must 
confine his testimony to what has already been released publicly. 


Trump says he’ll 
watch ‘a little’ of 
Mueller testimony 


By Jonathan Lemire 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — He won’t watch. 
Well, maybe just a little bit. 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday feigned indifference 
to Robert Mueller’s upcoming 
congressional testimony, an eye- 
brow-raising claim for a media- 
obsessed president who has been 
concerned for months about the 
potential impact of the former 
special counsel’s appearance. 

Much of Washington will stop 
in its tracks Wednesday as Muel¬ 
ler testifies on Capitol Hill for at 
least five hours, a nationally tele¬ 
vised event that for many Ameri¬ 
cans will be their first detailed 
exposure to the former special 
counsel’s findings on Russia’s 
2016 election interference. 

The Justice Department on 
Monday told Mueller his testi¬ 
mony should not go beyond in¬ 
formation that has already been 
released publicly. 

Trump told reporters in the 
Oval Office: “I’m not going to be 
watching — probably — maybe 
I’ll see a little bit of it. I’m not 
going to be watching Mueller 
because you can’t take all those 
bites out of the apple.” 

That was a shift from Friday, 
when Trump insisted that he 
would not watch any of Mueller’s 
back-to-back appearances before 
two House committees. 

Either way, the president has 
continued to wage war on the 
former special counsel’s credibil¬ 
ity, sending out a series of tweets 
Monday in which he deemed 
Mueller, without evidence, “high¬ 
ly conflicted” and said that “in 
the end it will be bad for him and 
the phony Democrats in Congress 
who have done nothing but waste 
time on this ridiculous Witch 
Hunt.” 

Trump’s Twitter account may 
well be the main vehicle for the 
White House to respond to Muel¬ 
ler’s testimony. 

Though the probe did not estab¬ 
lish charges of criminal conspira¬ 
cy or obstruction, there has been 


growing concern among those 
close to the president that Muel¬ 
ler’s appearance could push un¬ 
decided or reluctant Democrats 
toward impeachment. Even so, 
there appears to be little evidence 
of an organized White House re¬ 
sponse plan to the hearings. 

The president has a light sched¬ 
ule Wednesday morning, when 
Mueller begins speaking, before 
heading to West Virginia for eve¬ 
ning fundraisers. The TVs aboard 
Air Force One are likely to be 
tuned to coverage of the hear¬ 
ings, and the president is expect¬ 
ed to watch or be briefed on most 
of the proceedings, according to 
four administration officials and 
Republicans close to the White 
House. They spoke on condition 
of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to discuss internal 
plans. 

Mueller plans to begin with an 
opening statement that a spokes¬ 
man said would be similar in sub¬ 
stance to his May 29 statement 
from the Justice Department 
podium. In that statement, he 
cautioned Congress that he would 
not go beyond the text of the re¬ 
port if called upon to testify and 
explained his team’s decision to 
neither seek an indictment of the 
president nor exonerate him on 
obstruction of justice allegations. 

Responding to a request from 
Mueller about limitations or po¬ 
tential privilege issues, a senior 
Justice Department official, 
Bradley Weinsheimer, told Muel¬ 
ler in a letter that the department 
expects that he will not stray be¬ 
yond his report when he testifies. 
Weinsheimer also told Mueller 
that he should not discuss the re¬ 
dacted portions of his report or 
the actions of people who were 
not charged. 

While the report did not find 
sufficient evidence to establish 
charges of criminal conspiracy 
between the Trump campaign 
and Russia to swing the elec¬ 
tion, it said Trump could not be 
cleared of trying to obstruct the 
investigation. 


Trump, Congress reach 
debt, budget agreement 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump and 
congressional leaders announced Monday a critical 
debt and budget agreement that’s an against-the- 
odds victory for Washington pragmatists seeking 
to avoid political and economic tumult over the pos¬ 
sibility of a government shutdown or first-ever fed¬ 
eral default. 

The deal, announced by Trump on Twitter and in 
a statement by Democratic House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schum- 
er, will restore the government’s ability to borrow to 
pay its bills past next year’s elections and build upon 
recent large budget gains for both the Pentagon and 
domestic agencies. 

“I am pleased to announce that a deal has been 
struck,” Trump tweeted, saying there will be no 
“poison pills” added to follow-up legislation. “This 
was a real compromise in order to give another big 
victory to our Great Military and Vets!” 

The agreement is on a broad outline for $1.37 tril¬ 
lion in agency spending next year and slightly more 
in fiscal 2021. It would mean a win for lawmakers 
eager to return Washington to a more predictable 
path amid political turmoil and polarization, defense 
hawks determined to cement military increases and 
Democrats seeking to protect domestic programs. 

Nobody notched a big win, but both sides view it 
as better than a protracted battle this fall. 

Pelosi and Schumer said the deal “will enhance 
our national security and invest in middle class 
priorities that advance the health, financial secu¬ 
rity and well-being of the American people.” Top 
congressional GOP leaders issued more restrained 
statements stressing that the deal is a flawed but 
achievable outcome of a government in which Pelosi 
wields considerable power. 

However, it also comes as budget deficits are ris¬ 
ing to $1 trillion levels — requiring the government 
to borrow a quarter for every dollar the government 
spends — despite the thriving economy and three 


rounds of annual Trump budget proposals promis¬ 
ing to crack down on the domestic programs that 
Pelosi is successfully defending now. It ignores 
warnings from deficit and debt scolds who say the 
nation’s fiscal future is unsustainable and will even¬ 
tually drag down the economy. 

“This agreement is a total abdication of fiscal re¬ 
sponsibility by Congress and the president,” said 
Maya MacGuineas, president of the Committee for 
a Responsible Federal Budget, a Washington advo¬ 
cacy group. “It may end up being the worst budget 
agreement in our nation’s history, proposed at a time 
when our fiscal conditions are already precarious.” 

At issue are two separate but pressing items on 
Washington’s must-do agenda: increasing the debt 
limit to avert a first-ever default on U.S. payments 
and acting to set overall spending limits and prevent 
$125 billion in automatic spending cuts from hitting 
the Pentagon and domestic agencies with 10 percent 
cuts starting in January. 

Pelosi and Schumer claimed rough parity between 
increases for defense and nondefense programs, but 
the veteran negotiator retreated on her push for a 
special carve-out for a newly reauthorized program 
for veterans utilizing private sector health care 
providers. Instead nondefense spending increases 
would exceed increases for the military by $10 bil¬ 
lion over the deal’s two-year duration. 

In the end, nondefense appropriations would in¬ 
crease by $56.5 billion over two years, giving do¬ 
mestic programs 4% increases on average in the 
first year of the pact, with a big chunk of those gains 
eaten up by veterans increases and an unavoidable 
surge for the U.S. Census. Defense would increase 
by $46.5 billion over those two years, with the de¬ 
fense budget hitting $738 billion next year, a 3% 
increase, followed by only a further $2.5 billion in¬ 
crease in 2021. 

The measure would first advance through the 
House this week and to the Senate next week before 
Congress takes its annual August recess. Legisla¬ 
tion to prevent a government shutdown will follow 
in September. 


Franken regrets resigning from Senate 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Former 
Democratic U.S. Sen. A1 Franken 
of Minnesota told The New York¬ 
er magazine in a story published 
Monday that he “absolutely” re¬ 
grets resigning from the Senate 
after several women accused him 
of unwanted kissing or touching. 

In the same article, seven cur¬ 
rent or former senators say they 
regret calling for Franken’s 
resignation in December 2017. 
Franken resigned his seat after 
conservative talk radio host Lee- 
ann Tweeden and seven other 
women accused him of sexual 
harassment. 

The article, Franken’s first 
interview since leaving the Sen¬ 
ate, calls into question some of 
the assertions against Franken 
and quotes several female former 
staff members and close friends 
who described him as physically 
clumsy but not predatory. 

Franken said at the time that 
the allegations were false, and he 
repeats that in The New Yorker 
article. A former comedian who 
made his name on “Saturday 
Night Live,” Franken resigned 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Former Sen. Al Franken, D- 
Minn., said in a New Yorker 
magazine story that he 
“absolutely” regrets resigning 
from the Senate. 

amid a national wave of sexual 
harassment allegations against 
men in powerful positions as the 
#MeToo movement was gaining 
momentum. 

Both Franken and Tweeden 
had called for an independent in¬ 
vestigation at the time, but none 
was conducted before fellow 
Democrats forced Franken to re¬ 


sign three weeks after Tweeden 
made her claims. 

Asked by The New Yorker 
whether he regretted stepping 
down, Franken said: “Oh, yeah. 
Absolutely. 

“I can’t go anywhere without 
people reminding me of this, usu¬ 
ally with some version of ‘You 
shouldn’t have resigned,”’ he told 
the magazine. 

Tweeden alleged in 2017 that 
Franken told her during a USO 
tour to entertain soldiers in 2006 
that he had written a comedy skit 
with her in mind that required 
her to kiss him. She said Franken 
forcibly kissed her and stuck his 
tongue in her mouth during a re¬ 
hearsal of the sketch before they 
performed it in Afghanistan. 

The New Yorker cited two ac¬ 
tresses, Karri Turner and Tray¬ 
lor Portman, who had played 
the same role as Tweeden on 
earlier USO tours with Fran¬ 
ken. Both told the magazine that 
they had performed the same 
role as Tweeden on earlier tours 
with Franken and that there was 
nothing inappropriate about his 
behavior. 
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Deportation authority 
expanding across US 



Gregory Bull/AP 


A man in hand and ankle cuffs waits in a van after being detained during a U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement operation in Escondido, Calif., on July 8. 
The Trump administration announced Monday that it will expand the authority of 
immigration officers to deport migrants. 


By Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — The Trump administra¬ 
tion announced Monday that it will vastly 
extend the authority of immigration officers 
to deport migrants without allowing them 
to appear before judges, its second major 
policy shift on immigration in eight days. 

Starting Tuesday, fast-track deporta¬ 
tions could apply to anyone in the country 
illegally for less than two years. Previously, 
those deportations were largely limited to 
people arrested almost immediately after 
crossing the Mexican border. 

Kevin McAleenan, the acting Homeland 
Security secretary, portrayed the nation¬ 
wide extension of “expedited removal” 
authority as another Trump administra¬ 
tion effort to address an “ongoing crisis on 
the southern border” by freeing up beds in 
detention facilities and reducing a backlog 
of more than 900,000 cases in immigration 
courts. 

U.S. authorities do not have space to 
detain “the vast majority” of people ar¬ 
rested on the Mexican border, leading to 
the release of hundreds of thousands with 
notices to appear in court, McAleenan said 
in the policy directive published Tuesday 
in the Federal Register. He said Homeland 
Security officials with the new deportation 
power will deport migrants in the coun¬ 
try illegally more quickly than the Justice 
Department’s immigration courts, where 
cases can take years to resolve. 

The agency “expects that the full use 
of expedited removal statutory author¬ 
ity will strengthen national security, di¬ 


minish the number of illegal entries, and 
otherwise ensure the prompt removal of 
aliens apprehended in the United States,” 
McAleenan said. 

The American Civil Liberties Union and 
American Immigration Council said they 
would sue to block the policy. 

“Under this unlawful plan, immigrants 
who have lived here for years would be de¬ 
ported with less due process than people 
get in traffic court,” said Omar Jawdat, di¬ 
rector of the ACLU’s Immigrants’ Rights 
Project. 

“Expedited removal” gives enforcement 
agencies broad authority to deport people 
without allowing them to appear before 
an immigration judge with limited excep¬ 
tions, including if they express fear of re¬ 
turning home and pass an initial screening 
interview for asylum. 

The powers were created under a 1996 
law but went largely unnoticed until 2004, 
when Homeland Security said it would be 
enforced for people who are arrested with¬ 
in two weeks of entering the U.S. by land 
and caught within 100 miles of the border. 

The fast-track deportations have become 
a major piece of U.S. immigration enforce¬ 
ment over the last decade. Critics have said 
it grants too much power to immigration 
agents and U.S. Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection officials. 

The potential impact of the new mea¬ 
sure is difficult to predict. McAleenan said 
20,570 people arrested in the nation’s inte¬ 
rior from October 2017 through Septem¬ 
ber 2018 had been in the U.S. less than two 
years, which would make them eligible for 
fast-track deportation under the new rule. 


Critics said the new measure’s impact 
could be more far-reaching because many 
in the U.S for longer than two years may 
be unable to prove they have been in the 
country for so long. 

The administration said the expanded 
authority will likely mean less time for mi¬ 
grants in detention while cases wind their 
way through immigration court. 

The announcement was the second 
major policy shift in eight days following 
an unprecedented surge of families from 
Central America’s Northern Triangle of 
Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. 

Last week, the administration said it will 
deny asylum to anyone who passes through 
other countries en route to the U.S. without 
seeking protection in at least one of those 
countries. Two lawsuits were filed chal¬ 


lenging the move. A judge in Washington 
heard arguments Monday on whether to 
block the policy. Judge Timothy Kelly 
said he would “endeavor to rule on this as 
quickly as I can.” 

A judge in San Francisco has set a hear¬ 
ing for Wednesday in a similar lawsuit. 

Also Monday, a three-judge panel of 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld 
a decision by a federal judge in Seattle 
that blocked a policy to indefinitely detain 
asylum-seekers without a chance to be re¬ 
leased on bond. The policy had been set to 
take effect July 15. 

The White House issued a statement 
Monday night saying, “We strongly dis¬ 
agree with that decision and expect to pre¬ 
vail on the merits of the appeal and to see 
the law upheld.” 


Study: Many should stop taking aspirin for heart health 


By Lauran Neergaard 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Millions of 
people who take aspirin to pre¬ 
vent a heart attack may need to 
rethink the pill-popping, Harvard 
researchers reported Monday. 

A daily low-dose aspirin is rec¬ 
ommended for people who have 
already had a heart attack or 
stroke and for those diagnosed 
with heart disease. 


But for the otherwise healthy, 
that advice has been overturned. 
Guidelines released this year 
ruled out routine aspirin use for 
many older adults who don’t al¬ 
ready have heart disease and 
said it’s only for certain younger 
people under doctor’s orders. 

How many people need to get 
that message? 

Some 29 million people 40 
and older were taking an aspirin 
a day despite having no known 


heart disease in 2017, the latest 
data available, according to a new 
study from Harvard and Beth Is¬ 
rael Deaconess Medical Center. 
About 6.6 million of them were 
doing so on their own — a doctor 
never recommended it. 

Nearly half of people over 70 
who don’t have heart disease 
— estimated at about 10 mil¬ 
lion — were taking daily aspirin 
for prevention, the researchers 
reported in Annals of Internal 


Medicine. 

“Many patients are con¬ 
fused about this,” said Dr. Colin 
O’Brien, a senior internal medi¬ 
cine resident at Beth Israel who 
led the study. 

After all, for years doctors 
urged people to leverage aspi¬ 
rin’s blood-thinning properties to 
lower the chances of a first heart 
attack or stroke. Then last year, 
three surprising new studies 
challenged that dogma. 


Those studies were some of the 
largest and longest to test aspirin 
in people at low and moderate 
risk of a heart attack and found 
only marginal benefit if any, es¬ 
pecially for older adults. Yet the 
aspirin users experienced mark¬ 
edly more digestive-tract bleed¬ 
ing along with some other side 
effects. 

Nothing has changed for heart 
attack survivors; Aspirin still is 
recommended for them. 


Fiancee sues over principal’s death in bone marrow procedure 


Associated Press 

ROSELAND, N. J. — A hospital 
failed to adequately monitor and 
treat a New Jersey high school 
principal as his oxygen level 
plummeted during a bone mar¬ 
row donation procedure in Feb¬ 
ruary, sending him into a coma 
and leading to his death several 
weeks later, a lawsuit filed Mon¬ 
day by his fiancee alleges. 

Westfield High School Princi¬ 
pal Derrick Nelson died in April 
after lapsing into a coma during 
the procedure at Hackensack 
University Medical Center, which 
Sheronda Braker named in her 


suit. 

Nelson, 
who was 44 
and had a 
5-year-old 
daughter 
with Braker, 
didn’t know 
the French 
teenager to 
whom he 
Nelson planned to 

donate the 
bone marrow. They were con¬ 
nected through Be the Match, a 
worldwide bone marrow registry 
network. 

Due to privacy obligations, it 


isn’t known if the teen received 
any bone marrow from Nelson. 

In an emailed statement, a 
spokeswoman for Hackensack 
Meridian Health said Nelson 
“leaves a remarkable legacy as an 
educator and veteran. We are un¬ 
able to say more at this time due 
to the litigation process; however, 
we have been in communication 
with the family through their 
legal representation.” 

Nelson also served as an officer 
in the Army Reserve for more 
than 20 years and had recently 
reenlisted. 

Before the procedure in Feb¬ 


ruary, Nelson told the school’s 
newspaper that he had several 
health issues that complicated 
his planned donation. His sleep 
apnea prevented doctors from 
using general anesthesia, and 
they instead were to harvest stem 
cells intravenously. 

However, at his final physi¬ 
cal exam on Jan. 21, Nelson was 
asked if he had sickle cell ane¬ 
mia, a blood disorder. “I said well 
I don’t have sickle cell, but I have 
the sickle cell trait,” Nelson told 
the newspaper. He said the doc¬ 
tors told him that meant they 
couldn’t harvest the stem cells. 


They ultimately decided to do 
the bone marrow surgery under a 
local anesthetic, he said. 

The lawsuit alleges the hospital 
was negligent because staff con¬ 
tinued to administer anesthesia 
while Nelson’s oxygen level de¬ 
creased and failed to supply him 
with additional oxygen. 

Bone marrow donation is con¬ 
sidered a low risk procedure. 
About 2.4% of donors experience 
a serious complication due to an¬ 
esthesia or damage to bone, nerve, 
or muscle in their hip region, ac¬ 
cording to the National Marrow 
Donor Program’s website. 



Nelson 
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Warrants issued 
for Puerto Rican 
officials' phones 



By Danica Coto 

Associated. Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A 
Puerto Rican judge has issued 
search warrants for the cell¬ 
phones of government officials 
tied to an online chat that has 
sparked a political crisis in the 
U.S. territory that is escalating, 
officials said Tuesday. 

Kelvin Carrasco, a spokesman 
for the island’s Department of 
Justice, said the warrants were 
approved overnight and were is¬ 
sued to those who have not yet 
turned over their phones. He did 
not name the officials and de¬ 
clined further comment because 
the investigation is ongoing. 

The warrants were issued fol¬ 
lowing massive, ongoing protests 
demanding the ouster of Gov. Ri¬ 
cardo Rossello, who participated 
in an offensive, obscenity-laden 
online chat between him and his 
advisers whose leak triggered the 
crisis. The group also insulted 
women and mocked constituents, 
including victims of Hurricane 
Maria. 

The protests have escalated to 
a point where many wonder how 


Rossello will be able to govern the 
U.S. territory in the coming days 
and possibly weeks. 

Rossello dug his heels in late 
Monday after what seems to have 
been the biggest protest the is¬ 
land has seen in nearly two de¬ 
cades, telling Fox News that he 
has already apologized and made 
amends following the leak of the 
chat. But many Puerto Ricans 
vowed to keep protesting until he 
steps down, no matter how long it 
takes. 

“We can endure anything,” 
said Francisco Javier Diaz, 30, a 
chemical engineer from the cen¬ 
tral mountain town of Corozal. 
“We have the power and the re¬ 
silience. And the truth is, we’re 
fed up.” 

Tuesday marked the 11th con¬ 
secutive day of protests as gov¬ 
ernment officials around Rossello 
keep resigning. Even his own fa¬ 
ther, former Gov. Pedro Rossello, 
stepped down from positions 
within the pro-statehood New 
Progressive Party and disaffili¬ 
ated himself from it in a blow to 
party members. 

Meanwhile, Ricardo Rossello 
said he will not resign, noting 


that he already announced he 
would not seek reelection in 2020 
and that he has stepped down as 
president of his party. 

“That way, I can focus on the 
job at hand,” he said, referring 
in part to fighting corruption 
and overseeing recovery efforts 
following Hurricane Maria. The 
Category 4 storm that hit Sept. 
20, 2017, caused more than $100 
billion in damage, threw Puerto 
Rico into a yearlong blackout and 
left thousands dead, most of them 
succumbing during the swelter¬ 
ing aftermath. 

The island has also seen a re¬ 
cent string of arrests of officials 
on federal corruption charges, 


including former Education Sec¬ 
retary Julia Keleher. 

Michelle De La Cruz, a spokes¬ 
woman for Rossello, said he 
was not available for further 
comment. 

Asked who was advising Ros¬ 
sello on staying in office, Ros- 
sello’s secretary of public affairs, 
Anthony Maceira, said the gover¬ 
nor was speaking with his family, 
and “that carries a great weight.” 
Rossello’s father was governor 
from 1993 to 2001. 

Some Puerto Ricans have ac¬ 
cepted that Rossello will not re¬ 
sign and say they will pressure 
legislators to impeach him. 

“They have that power in their 


hands,” said Normarie Matos, 
43, a financial manager from 
San Juan. “People are no longer 
afraid.” 

The leaked chat has intensified 
long-smoldering anger on the is¬ 
land over ongoing corruption and 
mismanagement by the island’s 
two main political parties that 
many blame for a 13-year reces¬ 
sion and a severe debt crisis that 
has led to austerity measures, in¬ 
cluding pension cuts. 

The protests are the largest on 
the territory since Puerto Ricans 
rallied to put an end to U.S. Navy 
training on the island of Vieques 
more than 15 years ago, and more 
are expected this week. 


Protests spread as activists fight telescope in Hawaii 



Dan Dennison, State of Hawaii/AP 


Law enforcement personnel interact Monday with protesters blocking 
a road to the summit of Mauna Kea, a site considered sacred in 
Hawaii. Scientists want to build a telescope atop Mauna Kea. 


By Audrey McAvoy 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Demonstra¬ 
tions against a giant telescope 
planned for Hawaii’s tallest peak 
have spread to New York, Las 
Vegas and Honolulu’s tourist 
mecca of Waikiki as Native Ha- 
waiians push to protect what they 
say is a sacred place. 

In Nevada, a few hundred Na¬ 
tive Hawaiians and former Ha¬ 
waii residents gathered under the 
famous “Welcome to Fabulous 
Las Vegas” sign to show their 
solidarity with protesters back 
home. 

Elsewhere, video on Twit¬ 
ter showed a few dozen protest¬ 
ers chanting and holding signs 
and flags in New York’s Union 
Square. 

Protesters have been blocking 
a road to the summit of Mauna 
Kea, a site they consider to be sa¬ 
cred, since last week to prevent 
construction of the Thirty Meter 
Telescope. 

State officials said the crowd 
stood at 1,500 on Monday after 
swelling to 2,000 over the 
weekend. 

Hawaii Lt. Gov. Josh Green 
said there will have to be a com¬ 
promise in order for the telescope 


project to go forward but he 
doesn’t know if that’s possible. 

Even though the Hawaii Su¬ 
preme Court has ruled the tele¬ 
scope’s construction permit was 
valid, the question at hand is not 
a legal one, he said. 

“This is a cultural question 
and the question about an entire 
culture’s sense of self. I don’t care 
what the rulings were. It boils 
down to how the Hawaiian com¬ 


munity perceives itself and what 
vision it has for the future,” Green 
said in a telephone interview after 
visiting the protest site. He said 
he spoke with Native Hawaiian 
elders for four hours. 

The lieutenant governor said it’s 
time for a “grand reconciliation” 
with Hawaii’s “host culture.” 

He said that means the state 
taking a strong position on U.S. 
recognition for Native Hawaiians, 


moving more aggressively to pro¬ 
vide house lots through the state 
Department of Hawaiian Home¬ 
lands and not “shying away from” 
the U.S.-backed overthrow of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893. 

He said he would urge Gov. 
David Ige to deescalate the situa¬ 
tion and withdraw the Hawaii Na¬ 
tional Guard. Ige has sent guard 
units to the mountain to transport 
personnel and supplies and en¬ 
force some road closures. 

Protests also spread to the tour¬ 
ism sector, the state’s biggest em¬ 
ployer. Several businesses joined 
a one-day “tourism boycott” or¬ 
ganized by activists. 

Old Lahaina Luau on Maui 
called off its nightly luau, lead¬ 
ing to cancellations for 450 peo¬ 
ple. Because the show is sold out 
through the middle of next month, 
it wasn’t able to accommodate 
most guests on another night and 
issued refunds. 

The company acted because 
it believed most of its employees 
would likely have decided to join 
the boycott regardless. 

“So we decided, you know 
what, it would really show our 
support to our employees and at 
the same time reflect our support 
to Hawaiian culture for us to have 
everyone be able to take off that 


day,” said Kawika Freitas, direc¬ 
tor of public and cultural relations 
at Old Lahaina Luau. 

Skyline Hawaii suspended 
zipline rides on the Big Island, 
Kauai and Maui. It canceled bi¬ 
cycle and van tours to the summit 
of Haleakala, Maui’s tallest peak, 
and to the small town of Hana. 
The decision affected several 
hundred customers. 

“We did have a few people that 
were a little bit upset, but 90 per¬ 
cent of the people were very un¬ 
derstanding,” said Jennifer Puha, 
who works in reservations. 

Both Skyline Hawaii and Old 
Lahaina Luau were to resume 
normal operations Tuesday. 

Over the weekend, hundreds 
marched on sidewalks past tour¬ 
ists and hotels in Waikiki. 

Scientists want to build the tele¬ 
scope atop Mauna Kea because 
it is one of the best sites in the 
world for viewing the skies. The 
observatory would join 13 other 
telescopes already at the summit, 
though several are due to be de¬ 
commissioned in a concession to 
telescope opponents. 

Ige has ordered the closure of 
the road as a way to clear a path 
for construction equipment. But 
protesters have blocked the road, 
creating a standoff. 
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By Rodrique Ngowi 

Associated Press 

BOSTON 

W ilson Menashi 
palmed a squid in 
his left hand and 
extended his arm 
into an aquarium tank, watch¬ 
ing as a giant Pacific octopus 
stretched out arms to greet 
him like a friend. 

Freya latched some of her 
2,240 suction cups onto Me- 
nashi’s arm, using her powers 
of taste and smell to gather 
information about Menashi, 
84, known as the octopus whis¬ 
perer — and the seafood treats 
he was bearing. 

“She’s just contacting me 
and she’s saying, ‘You come to 
me,”’ Menashi said of Freya, 
3, a predator weighing 35 to 40 
pounds. Her arms span 14 feet 
and pack enough strength to 
kill sharks and other enemies. 

But this afternoon’s gentle 
interaction left no doubt that 
Menashi has a special way 
with the cephalopod, whose 
body includes a large, sac-like 
head and eight powerful arms. 

More than 25 years ago, Me¬ 
nashi retired after a career 
as a chemical engineer and 
began volunteering at the New 
England Aquarium in Boston. 
He’s spent 7,800 hours — the 
equivalent of about four years 
working full time — hanging 
out with octopuses, the aquar¬ 
ium said. 

“I’ve been able to interact 
with them from the beginning. 
I do not know why. I cannot ex¬ 
plain it, but I can connect with 
them,” Menashi said, standing 
in front of the Olympic Coast 
Sanctuary exhibit that is home 
to Freya and Professor Ludwig 
Von Drake, a younger male 
giant Pacific octopus living in 
a separate tank. 

Menashi’s eyes twinkled 
with mischief as he acknowl¬ 
edged that encounters with 
octopuses have left a mark on 
him. “I will come back home 
sometimes with hickeys all 
over my arm and my neck,” he 
said. 

Two decades of working 
with the largest members of 
the octopus species has not 
dulled his sense of wonder at 
the animals’ adaptability and 
mysteries. 

“What I find totally sur¬ 
prising is how they could tell 
different people and react dif¬ 
ferently,” Menashi said. “I’ve 
also made them a few toys, 
made up some boxes and ... 
I put different latches so they 
could get in and figure out 
how to get the food that I put 
in the boxes. However, I’ve 
had some that said, ‘It’s too 
much time to figure out how 
you do the latch.’ So they just 
crushed the box.” 

Menashi said spending time 
with octopuses and other ani¬ 
mals gives his life a whole new 
purpose in retirement. 

“Just being here has been, to 
me, a lifesaver,” he said. “Gave 
me something to do. Gave me 
different interests and showed 
me the world is a wonderful 
place to be.” 



Top: Wilson Menashi, of Lexington, Mass., is reflected in the glass of an octopus tank at the New 
England Aquarium in Boston. Above: Menashi engages with an octopus. 


Octopus 

facts 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Mythology and 
superstition have portrayed 
octopuses as alien beings or 
evil creatures dwelling in 
the terrifying dark depths of 
oceans. 

Little wonder, considering 
they are a bit unusual. 

The giant Pacific octopus 
has three hearts, nine brains 
and blue blood, making reality 
stranger than fiction. 

Here are things to know 
about the giant Pacific octo¬ 
pus, which is naturally found 
in the waters of the U.S. West 
coast, the Aleutian Islands and 
Japan: 

■ Nine brains. A central 
brain controls the nervous 
system. In addition, there is 
a small brain in each of their 
eight arms — a cluster of nerve 
cells that biologists say con¬ 
trols movement. That allows 
the arms to work independent¬ 
ly of each other yet together 
toward the same goal. 

■ Three hearts. That makes 
sense, considering their bod¬ 
ies are all muscle except for 
two small plates anchoring 
their heads, together with a 
beak used to grasp and bite 
prey. Two hearts pump blood 
to the gills, and a larger heart 
circulates blood to the rest of 
the body. 

■ Blue blood. The blood of 
the giant Pacific octopus has 
a copper-rich protein called 
hemocyanin that improves its 
ability to transport oxygen in 
cold ocean environments. 

■ Camouflage. They’re able 
to change their color and tex¬ 
ture to camouflage themselves 
in the blink of an eye, thanks 
to a complex system of spe¬ 
cialized pigment sacs called 
chromatophores, nerves and 
muscles. 

■ Toxic ink. Octopuses have 
glands that produce a toxic ink 
which is stored in large sacs. 
When the animal is alarmed, 
it squirts the ink in a powerful 
jet in one direction that simul¬ 
taneously propels the animal 
in the opposite direction, ef¬ 
fectively clouding the water 
to confuse a potential threat 
while fleeing to safety. 

■ Lots of suckers. Adult fe¬ 
male giant Pacific octopuses 
have about 280 suckers in each 
of their eight arms. Males have 
fewer suction cups because 
the tip of their third right arm 
functions as a reproductive 
organ. 

■ Ultimate sacrifice. Giant 
Pacific octopus mothers sac¬ 
rifice their lives after laying 
their eggs in deep-water dens. 
They live with their eggs for 
up to seven months without 
eating, ensuring that streams 
of oxygen- and nutrient-rich 
water waft over them. Mothers 
usually die after their broods 
hatch. 


SOURCES: New England Aquarium, 
Oceana, The Natural History 
Museum, Monterey Bay Aquarium 
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John Locher/AP 


Former Vice President and Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden takes a selfie with 
a supporter during a campaign event Saturday in Las Vegas. Biden is reportedly planning a 
policy agenda that would reverse portions of a 1994 crime bill that he helped write. 


New Biden 
plan would 
alter 1994 
crime bill 

By Thomas Beaumont and Elana Schor 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Joe Biden plans to 
propose a criminal justice agenda that would 
reverse key provisions of the 1994 crime bill 
that he helped write as a senator and that his 
rivals for the Democratic presidential nomi¬ 
nation have blamed for the mass incarcera¬ 
tion of racial minorities since then. 

Most notably, the former vice president is 
endorsing an end to the disparity that placed 
stricter sentencing terms on offenses involv¬ 
ing crack versus powder cocaine as well as 
an end to the federal death penalty, which the 
1994 crime bill authorized as a potential pun¬ 
ishment for an increasing number of crimes. 

The criminal justice policy, which Biden 
plans to outline Tuesday during an appear¬ 
ance in New Orleans, comes as he works to 
reinforce his support among black voters. 
The timing is important, especially after rival 
California Sen. Kamala Harris impugned 
Biden’s civil rights record during last month’s 
Democratic presidential debates. 

It also comes as Biden prepares for next 
week’s presidential debates when he will face 
Harris and New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker, 
both of whom have sharply criticized his role 
in the Clinton-era crime law. 

Biden campaign chairman Cedric Rich¬ 
mond called the plan “the most forward-lean¬ 
ing criminal justice policy proposed.” 

Richmond, a Louisiana representative and 
former public defender, praised it for building 
on Virginia Democratic Rep. Bobby Scott’s 


SAFE Justice Act, which would reserve 
prison space for violent offenders and offer a 
wider range of nonprison sentencing alterna¬ 
tives. Scott’s bipartisan bill is co-sponsored 
by other members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. 

By building on Scott’s bill, Biden, who 
represented Delaware in the U.S. Senate for 
decades, is moving significantly to the left 
but not quite as far as endorsing the type of 
sweeping overhaul championed by Booker. 
Booker unveiled a proposal this year that 
would go beyond the criminal justice measure 
that President Donald Trump signed into law 
last year by slashing mandatory minimum 
sentences. 

Biden’s shift on the death penalty also puts 
him in line with every other Democratic pres¬ 
idential candidate except for Montana Gov. 
Steve Bullock. It’s a stark change of Biden’s 
previous approach to the issue. 


Biden’s plan would seek to create a $20 bil¬ 
lion grant program to encourage states to re¬ 
duce incarceration by increasing spending on 
child abuse prevention, education and literacy 
as long as states eliminate mandatory mini¬ 
mum sentencing for nonviolent crimes. 

He also would expand the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s role in rooting out institutional miscon¬ 
duct by police departments and prosecutors 
and would establish an independent task force 
to study prosecutorial discretion in an attempt 
to head off racial and ethnic discrimination. 

The plan also includes spending $1 billion 
annually on changes in the juvenile justice 
system and identifies as a goal that all former 
inmates have access to housing when they 
leave prison. 

Biden also plans to seek a renewed ban on 
assault weapons, an element of the 1994 crime 
bill he continues to promote, and a ban on 
high-capacity ammunition magazines. 


Sanders livestream delivers message directly 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When Ber- 
nie Sanders wanted to preview a 
speech about his signature health 
care plan, “Medicare for All,” 
he did not opt for a traditional 
interview. 

Instead, he made an appear¬ 
ance on “The 99,” his Democratic 
presidential campaign’s in-house 
livestreamed show, a controlled, 
on-message pro-Sanders pro¬ 
gram that streams on a variety of 
services including Twitch, a plat¬ 
form primarily used by gamers. 

The makeshift studio for the 
show is in a room with a long 
wooden table, walls decorated 
with Sanders campaign signs. 
Sanders sat down for an inter¬ 
view — with his campaign man¬ 
ager, Faiz Shakir. 

“Wearedoingtheselivestreams, 
we are talking to you directly,” 
Shakir said. “One of the reasons 
is while we appreciate our friends 
in the elite media, they don’t often 


cover the issues that truly matter 
to working Americans.” 

The livestream represents just 
one spoke in a communications 
network that his campaign, frus¬ 
trated by the coverage he gets in 
traditional media, has built to ex¬ 
clusively promote the candidate’s 
worldview. 

Since Sanders announced his 
second bid for the presidency 
in February, the campaign has 
started not just a twice-weekly 
livestreaming show, but also a 
sleekly produced podcast, “Hear 
the Bern,” hosted by national 
press secretary Brihana Joy 
Gray. On the first episode of the 
podcast, Gray described it as a 
“behind the scenes look at how 
campaigns work, how political 
movements grow and what mo¬ 
tivates the man who has reintro¬ 
duced big, transformative ideas 
into politics.” 

Candidates have long sought 
outlets to appeal directly to sup¬ 
porters without a media filter, and 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Democratic presidential 
candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
l-Vt., is building an in-house 
media operation to take his 
message directly to voters. 

none more effectively than Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. But Sanders’ 
efforts have taken that approach 
a step further, and there’s some 
evidence that people are watch¬ 
ing and listening. His campaign 


says that the streaming show they 
aired before and after the first 
Democratic presidential debate 
had more than 300,000 views. 

“If you go on the premise that 
Bernie folks think they were 
boxed out of the mainstream 
party the last time around, I 
think the assumption that his 
folks made is they’ve just got to 
kind of build their own universe,” 
said Joel Payne, a Democratic 
strategist who worked on Hillary 
Clinton’s 2016 campaign. 

Sanders’ campaign says he is to 
use the new platforms to anchor 
his base and to reach voters who 
may be disengaged with the po¬ 
litical process currently but who 
could be animated by Sanders’ 
ideas and policies. 

“This is different from a typi¬ 
cal post on social media, which is 
putting out content. With the live 
show, we can actually have a con¬ 
versation with people,” said Josh 
Miller-Lewis, the campaign’s 
digital director. 


Marine vet 
to seek Va. 
seat in 
Congress 

By Jenna Portnoy 
The Washington Post 

A second Republican is run¬ 
ning for his party’s nomination to 
challenge Rep. Jennifer Wexton, 
D-Va., in 2020. 

Rob Jones, a Marine veteran 
and double amputee, announced 
his campaign for the 10th District 
on Monday, the nine-year anni¬ 
versary of the day a bomb explod¬ 
ed beneath him in Afghanistan. 

Wexton, a former state sena¬ 
tor and prosecutor from Loud¬ 
oun County, defeated Republican 
Barbara Comstock by 12 points in 
2018, turning the district blue for 
the first time in nearly 40 years. 

Voters won’t choose a GOP 
nominee until spring 2020, but 
Jones already has support from 
the National Republican Con¬ 
gressional Committee. 

Jones said he was making calls 
on Monday from NRCC head¬ 
quarters in the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, and said the group has 
helped him with media training 
and other preparations. 

NRCC spokeswoman Camille 
Gallo said the group speaks with 
potential candidates but does not 
endorse in primaries. Jeff Dove, 
an Army veteran who ran unsuc¬ 
cessfully against Rep. Gerald 
Connolly, D-Va., in a neighboring 
district last year, is also challeng¬ 
ing Wexton. 

Jones grew up in Lovettsville, 
in the 10th District, graduated 
from Loudoun Valley High School 
and joined the Marine Reserves 
during his junior year at Virginia 
Tech. On deployment in 2010, he 
suffered serious injuries while 
clearing IEDs, resulting in the 
amputation of his legs. 

He met Rep. Brian Mast, R- 
Fla., also a double amputee, while 
they were recovering at Walter 
Reed National Military Medical 
Center, and Mast’s team is help¬ 
ing run Jones’ campaign. 

While relearning to walk, bike, 
row and run, Jones competed in 
the Paralympic Games, hiked 
across the country, ran daily 
marathons for a month and raised 
money for veterans’ charities. 
He and his wife, Pam, moved to 
Middleburg, in the 10th District, 
in April. 

In his announcement video, 
James blames extremists and 
party bosses for dysfunction 
in Washington, amid images of 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., and Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., but also 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., and Rep. Mark 
Meadows, R-N.C. 

“Right now in Congress they 
have a tendency to demonize and 
dehumanize anyone who doesn’t 
agree with them,” he said. 

Rather than vote for Donald 
Trump, who lost the 10th District 
by double digits in 2016, Jones 
said he wrote in the name of re¬ 
tired Marine Gen. Jim Mattis. 
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Civilians and armed National Guardsmen stand in front of the Ogden Cafe during race riots in Chicago. 
Red Summer, as the summer of 1919 came to be known, saw widespread white-on-black violence. 



A crowd gathers at a house that has been vandalized and looted 
during the race riots in Chicago. Some of the crowd is posing inside 


'Red Summer' 

Spasm of violence left scores of 
black Americans dead in 1919 


By Jesse J. Holland 

Associated Press 

America in the summer of 1919 
ran red with blood from racial 
violence, and yet today, 100 years 
later, not many people know it 
even happened. 

It flowed in small towns like 
Elaine, Ark., in medium-size 
places such as Annapolis, Md., 
and Syracuse, N.Y., and in big cit¬ 
ies like Washington and Chicago. 
Hundreds of black men, women 
and children were burned alive, 
shot, lynched or beaten to death by 
white mobs. Thousands saw their 
homes and businesses burned to 
the ground and were driven out, 
many never to return. 

It was branded “Red Summer” 
because of the bloodshed and 
amounted to some of the worst 
white-on-black violence in U.S. 
history. 

Beyond the lives and family 
fortunes lost, it had far-reaching 
repercussions, contributing to 
generations of black distrust of 
white authority. But it also gal¬ 
vanized blacks to defend them¬ 
selves and their neighborhoods 
with fists and guns; reinvigorated 
civil rights organizations like the 
NAACP and led to a new era of 
activism; gave rise to courageous 
reporting by black journalists; 
and influenced the generation of 
leaders who would take up the 
fight for racial equality decades 
later. 

“The people who were the icons 
of the civil rights movement were 
raised by the people who survived 
Red Summer,” said Sqje Mathieu, 
a history professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of Minnesota. 

For all that, there are no na¬ 
tional observances marking Red 
Summer. History textbooks ig¬ 
nore it, and most museums don’t 
acknowledge it. The reason: Red 
Summer contradicts the post- 
World War I-era notion that 
America was making the world 
safe for democracy, historians 
say. 

“It doesn’t fit into the neat sto¬ 
ries we tell ourselves,” said David 
Krugler, author of “1919, The 
Year of Racial Violence: How Af¬ 
rican Americans Fought Back.” 

That could change. A monu¬ 
ment has been proposed in Ar¬ 
kansas. Several authors have 
written about the bloody sum¬ 
mer. A Brooklyn choral group 
performed Red Summer-theme 
songs like “And They Lynched 
Him on a Tree” in March to com¬ 
memorate the centennial. 

At the National World War I 
Museum and Memorial in Kansas 
City, Mathieu and author Cam¬ 
eron McWhirter plan to present 
some of their findings July 30 . 

Researchers believe that in a 
span of 10 months, more than 250 
blacks were killed in at least 25 
riots across the U.S. by white mobs 
that never faced punishment. 

Historian John Hope Franklin 


They wanted to 
kill as many black 
people as possible 
and to terrorize 
the rest until they 
were willing to leave 
and live someplace 
else, f 

William Tuttle 

author of “Race Riot: Chicago 
in the Red Summer of 1919” 


called it “the greatest period of 
interracial strife the nation has 
ever witnessed.” 

The bloodshed was the prod¬ 
uct of a collision of social forces. 
Black men were returning from 
World War I expecting the same 
rights they had fought and bled 
for in Europe, and blacks were 
moving north to escape the bru¬ 
tal Jim Crow laws of the South. 
Whites saw blacks as competi¬ 
tion for jobs, homes and political 
power. 

“Ethnic cleansing was the goal 
of the white rioters,” said Wil¬ 
liam Tuttle, a retired professor 
of American studies at the Uni¬ 
versity of Kansas and author of 
“Race Riot: Chicago in the Red 
Summer of 1919.” “They wanted 
to kill as many black people as 
possible and to terrorize the rest 
until they were willing to leave 
and live someplace else.” 

The violence didn’t start or 
end in 1919. Some count the era 
of Red Summer as beginning 
with the deaths of more than two 
dozen blacks in East St. Louis, Ill., 
in 1917 and extending through 
the Rosewood Massacre of 1923, 
when a black town in Florida was 
destroyed. 

All told, at least 1,122 Ameri¬ 
cans were killed in racial violence 
over those six years, by Tuttle’s 
count. 

In the nation’s capital, white 
mobs — many made up of mem¬ 
bers of the military — rampaged 
over the weekend of July 19-22, 
beating any black they could find 
after false rumors spread of a 
white woman being assaulted by 
black men. 

“In front of the Riggs Bank the 
rioters beat a Negro with clubs 
and stones wrapped in handker¬ 
chiefs; the bleeding figure lay in 
the street for over twenty minutes 
before being taken to the hospi¬ 
tal,” Lloyd M. Abernethy wrote in 
the Maryland Historical Maga¬ 
zine in 1963. 

“Sensing the failure of the po¬ 
lice, the mob became even more 
contemptuous of authority — two 
Negroes were attacked and beat¬ 
en directly in front of the White 
House.” 

Carter G. Woodson, the histo- 


broken windows. 

rian who founded Black History 
Month in 1926, saw the violence 
up close. 

“They had caught a Negro 
and deliberately held him as one 
would a beef for slaughter, and 
when they had conveniently ad¬ 
justed him for lynching, they shot 
him,” Woodson wrote. “I heard 
him groaning in his struggle as 
I hurried away as fast as I could 
without running, expecting every 
moment to be lynched myself.” 

In Elaine, Ark., poor black 
sharecroppers who had dared to 
join a union were attacked, and at 
least 200 blacks were killed. 

Ida B. Wells, a pioneering black 
journalist and one of the few re¬ 


porters to interview victims, 
noted a woman named Lula Black 
was dragged from her farm by a 
white mob after saying she would 
join the union. 

“They knocked her down, beat 
her over the head with their pis¬ 
tols, kicked her all over the body, 
almost killed her, then took her 
to jail,” Wells wrote in her report 
“The Arkansas Race Riot.” 

“The same mob went to Frank 
Hall’s house and killed Frances 
Hall, a crazy old woman house¬ 
keeper, tied her clothes over her 
head, threw her body in the pub¬ 
lic road where it lay thus exposed 
till the soldiers came Thursday 
evening and took it up.” 


Black journalists like Wells 
played an important role in get¬ 
ting the story out. 

“Black newspapers like the 
Chicago Defender were instru¬ 
mental in providing an alternate 
voice that represented why Af¬ 
rican Americans deserved to be 
here, deserved equal rights and 
were, in some cases, justified in 
fighting,” said Kevin Strait, a cu¬ 
rator at the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture. 

Red Summer also marked a new 
era of black resistance to white 
injustice, with blacks standing up 
in unprecedented numbers and 
killing some of their tormentors. 
Returning black soldiers from 
World War I led the charge, using 
skills they refined in Europe. 

“The Germans weren’t the 
enemy — the enemy was right 
here at home,” said Harry Hay¬ 
wood in his autobiography, “A 
Black Communist in the Free¬ 
dom Struggle: The Life of Harry 
Haywood.” 

In Washington, Carrie Johnson, 
17, became a hero for shooting at 
white invaders in her neighbor¬ 
hood. She fatally shot a white 
policeman who broke into her 
second-story bedroom. 

She claimed self-defense, and 
her manslaughter conviction was 
overturned. 

The NAACP gained about 
100,000 members that year, said 
McWhirter, author of “Red Sum¬ 
mer: The Summer of 1919 and 
the Awakening of Black Ameri¬ 
ca.” Soon, blacks were “going to 
Congress, they’re pressing con¬ 
gressmen and senators to pass 
anti-lynching legislation. At the 
same time, they’re fighting back 
in the courts; they’re filing law¬ 
suits when people are being mis¬ 
treated or railroaded.” 

The lessons of Red Summer 
would reverberate after World 
War II. 

“You have a similar situation 
where African Americans had 
done their part to make the world 
safe for democracy, and black 
veterans came home, and many 
of them were alive or had heard 
the stories of what happened in 
1919,” Krugler said. “And they 
said, ‘Never again.’ ” 
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Boris Johnson 
will be new UK 
prime minister 



Stefan Rousseau, Pool/AP 


Jeremy Hunt, left, congratulates Boris Johnson, right, after Johnson 
prevailed in their contest to become the U.K/s new Conservative 
Party leader and prime minister in London on Tuesday. 


By William Booth 
and Karla Adam 

The Washington Post 

LONDON — Boris Johnson 
handily won the race to lead the 
Conservative Party on Tuesday, 
and will be prime minister within 
a day. 

The bombastic, Latin-quoting, 
Oxford classicist with the mop of 
intentionally mussed yellow hair, 
who made his name as an over- 
the-top journalist in Brussels 
and then as London mayor and 
galvanized the successful Brex- 
it campaign in 2016, will walk 
through the black enameled door 
of 10 Downing St. on Wednesday, 
fulfilling what his biographers 
describe as his relentless “blond 
ambition” to follow his hero, Win¬ 
ston Churchill, into the top spot. 

In a leadership contest involv¬ 
ing only dues-paying members of 
the Conservative Party, the for¬ 
mer foreign secretary Johnson 
faced the current foreign secre¬ 
tary, Jeremy Hunt. 

Johnson captured 92,153 votes 
to Hunt’s 46,656 — a dominant 
victory that shows Tories want a 
leader who promises, above all 
else, to deliver Brexit. 

After being chosen by the 
160,000 dues-paying members 


of the Conservative Party, the 
transfer of power now happens 
quickly. 

On Wednesday, outgoing Prime 
Minister Theresa May will deliv¬ 
er her last remarks at a question 
and answer session in the House 
of Commons and then will travel 
to Buckingham Palace to resign. 
Johnson will follow her to the 
palace, where Queen Elizabeth 
II will ask him to form a new 
government. Johnson will be 
14th prime minister during the 
queen’s long reign. 

Johnson, 55, will take up resi¬ 
dence at Downing Street and 
within hours begin announcing 
his new Cabinet. His girlfriend, 
Carrie Symonds, 31, a former 
Conservative Party communi¬ 
cations official and a top Tory 
spinner, may move in over the 
weekend, according to British 
press reports. 

As a sign how the Conservative 
Party has torn itself apart over 
Brexit, the Tory backbencher 
Charles Walker asked the audi¬ 
ence in the hall where Johnson’s 
victory was announced, “Can we 
be kinder to the next prime min¬ 
ister than we have been to the 
current prime minister?” 

When Johnson clocks in for his 
first day of work in the top job, 


he will face an overflowing in- 
tray of daunting problems that 
need urgent attention, including 
a showdown in the Persian Gulf 
with a belligerent Iran, Brexit, 
assembling a top leadership team, 
the survival of his Conservative 
Party, ministerial resignations, 
rebels in Parliament and a raft 
of domestic issues ranging from 
housing to health care. 

And President Donald Trump. 
The postwar “special relation¬ 
ship” has had a rocky month, as 
the American president lashed 
out on twitter against the British 
ambassador in Washington, call¬ 


ing him “a pompous fool.” 

Sir Kim Darroch provoked 
the president’s ire when a cache 
of secret diplomatic cables were 
leaked to a British tabloid. The 
memos from Darroch described 
Trump as “insecure” and his ad¬ 
ministration as “inept” and “dys¬ 
functional.” Darroch resigned in 
the aftermath — after Johnson 
failed to back up, as the tabloids 
put it, “our man in Washington.” 

Also looming are new redlines 
and deadlines in the mess called 
Brexit. May’s failure to deliver 
Brexit on time was the reason her 
Tory lawmakers ousted her. 


Venezuela goes dark in latest massive blackout 



By Fabiola Sanchez 
and Joshua Goodman 

Associated. Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — The 
lights went out across much of 
Venezuela, reviving fears of the 
blackouts that plunged the coun¬ 
try into chaos a few months ago 
as the government once again 
accused opponents of sabotaging 
the nation’s hydroelectric power 
system. 

The power in the capital went 
out after 4 p.m. Monday and im¬ 
mediately backed up traffic as 
stoplights and the subway stopped 
working during rush hour. As 
night fell in Caracas many were 
wondering how long they would 
be left in the dark. 

“This is horrible, a disaster,” 
Reni Blanco, 48, a teacher, said as 
she joined a crush of people who 
flooded into the streets of the cap¬ 
ital trying to make it home before 
nightfall. 

Almost three hours into the 
blackout authorities broke their 
silence and blamed an “elec¬ 
tromagnetic attack” on a series 
of dams in southern Venezuela 
— the same culprit to which it at¬ 


tributed an almost weeklong out¬ 
age in March that left millions 
of Venezuelans without water or 
the ability to communicate with 
loved ones. 

“Those who’ve systematically 
attacked the noble people of Ven¬ 
ezuela in all kinds of ways will 
once again be confronted with the 
mettle and courage that we, the 
children of our liberator Simon 
Bolivar, have demonstrated in the 


face of difficulties,” Communica¬ 
tions Minister Jorge Rodriguez 
said in a statement on state TV. 

Rodiguez said authorities were 
working to restore electricity as 
quickly as possible. He said secu¬ 
rity forces had been deployed and 
contingency plans activated to 
guarantee basic medical services 
and keep streets safe. 

Reports on social media said 
that 19 of 24 Venezuelan states 


were also affected. Netblocks, a 
group monitoring internet activi¬ 
ty, said network data showed most 
of Venezuela was knocked offline 
with national connectivity at just 
6% after the latest cuts. Normally 
nonstop state TV, a key way for 
the government to keep people 
informed, was also off the air for 
a while, adding to frustrations. 

President Nicolas Maduro 
blamed the March outage on a 
U.S.-sponsored attack against 
the nation’s biggest hydroelectric 
dam. 

More recently, as power ser¬ 
vice in the politically turbulent 
capital has improved amid wide¬ 
spread rationing in the interior, 
officials have even taken to down¬ 
playing the outages as similar to a 
nationwide blackout in Argentina 
and even one that knocked off 
the power for several thousand 
residents of Manhattan for a few 
hours amid the summer heat. 

Maduro’s opponents said the 
outage laid bare years of under¬ 
investment in the nation’s grid 
by corrupt officials who misman¬ 
aged an oil bonanza in the nation 
sitting atop the world’s largest 
crude reserves. 


Weather 
is hottest 
topic in 
Britain 

By Jennifer Hassan 
The Washington Post 

LONDON — Boris Johnson 
may be about to become Britain’s 
new prime minister but in the last 
day, more Brits have been inter¬ 
ested in the weather. 

With temperatures expected to 
hit 102 Fahrenheit later this week, 
it’s not just the political landscape 
that is heating up in Britain. 

In the last 24 hours, Brits have 
been Googling “London weather” 
more than the search terms “new 
prime minister,” “Boris Johnson” 
and “Jeremy Hunt,” Johnson’s 
Conservative Party rival, accord¬ 
ing to data from Google Trends. 

While waiting for the next 
Conservative Party leader to be 
announced, journalists and com¬ 
mentators baked in the heat out¬ 
side Westminster on Tuesday as 
temperatures climbed toward 
91.4 Fahrenheit. 

On social media, the top trend 
in the United Kingdom on Tues¬ 
day was #heatwave, with more 
than 15,000 tweets. The second 
trend was #BorisDay, with about 
half that number of tweets. 

“The News: Boris Johnson be¬ 
coming PM; Britain heading for 
hottest day in its history. Or to put 
it another way: we are literally 
entering hell,” tweeted journalist 
Sathnam Sanghera. 

“We are expecting to break 
temperature records this week. 
Although not everywhere will see 
the headline numbers the heat 
will be widespread, peaking on 
Thursday,” Britain’s weather ser¬ 
vice tweeted Tuesday. 

Meteorologists also say there is 
a “30 percent chance” that Thurs¬ 
day’s heat could surpass Britain’s 
all-time temperature record of 
101.3 F, which was recorded in 
August 2003. 

It’s not just London that is set to 
hit a record temperature. Paris’ 
all-time highest temperature of 
104.7 degrees F will fall on Thurs¬ 
day, according to Meteo France. 

Scorching temperatures are 
also expected across Spain, Por¬ 
tugal and Scandinavia. 

Unlike in the United States, 
air conditioning is not widely 
available in the United King¬ 
dom, meaning that many across 
Britain are preparing for hot and 
sticky commutes to work and, of 
course, sleepless nights. 

Most houses in Britain do not 
have air conditioning, and Lon¬ 
don’s subway network does not 
have air conditioning on all lines. 

In the past, temperatures have 
hit as high as 104 F on the subway 
— much to the horror of swelter¬ 
ing commuters. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


in Nyman, of Chrivalis, Ore., performs during Pogopalooza, The World Championships of Pogo in Wilkinsburg, Pa., on Saturday. Extreme 
d stick athletes from around the world showed off their tricks and flips to compete for world titles at the two-day event. 


THE CENSUS 

■ M The amount a Titanic survivor’s walking 

m W stick, with an electric light she used to 

M B ^ M signal for help from a lifeboat, sold for at 

■ » an auc tjon of maritime items. Guernsey’s 

held the sale at the International Yacht 
Restoration School in Newport, R.I., over the weekend. The top bid on Ella White’s 
cane was $50,000, plus the surcharge added by the auction house, Guernsey's 
President Arlan Ettinger said. The winning bidder said he was there on behalf of a 
friend in the United Kingdom, Ettinger said. 


Wild turkey dies after 
flying into home 

11T L0NE PEAK — Police 

U I in northern Utah were 
surprised to learn the suspect in 
a reported burglary was a wild 
turkey. 

Dave Ventrano, with Lone 
Peak police, said they received 
a call from a resident in Alpine 
who heard a window break in the 
house next door. The family that 
lives there was out of town. 

Officers searched the house 
and found a dead turkey lying in 
a pile of broken glass underneath 
a window. 

Ventrano said the turkey died 
after flying through the window. 

Watermelons to replace 
piglets in fair event 

JL SANTA ROSA — Wa- 
termelons will replace 
piglets in an annual event cel¬ 
ebrating agriculture at a Califor¬ 
nia fair. 

The Press Democrat reported 
that the Sonoma County Fair 
eliminated the pig scramble from 
Farmers Day due to rising public 
concern and protests over animal 
welfare. 

In the long-running event at 
the fair in Santa Rosa, youngsters 
chased and tried to capture pig¬ 
lets weighing 40 to 60 pounds. 

Officials said this year’s event 
Aug. 4 will instead include el¬ 
ementary school children car¬ 
rying watermelons slicked with 
vegetable oil around an obstacle 
course in a timed race. 

Couple holds contest 
for ‘Hamilton’ tickets 

m TIVERTON — A retired 
Rhode Island couple who 
spent their professional lives in 
the entertainment industry wants 
to send two high school students 
to a performance of the award¬ 
winning musical “Hamilton.” 

Lou Viola and Celeste Ferendo, 
of Tiverton, asked students to 
write a one-page essay on “See¬ 
ing Hamilton in Providence this 
Summer is Important to Me Be¬ 
cause ...” 

Viola told the Newport Daily 
News he sees the contest as a way 
of “paying it forward,” because 
he was inspired by theater profes¬ 
sionals when in high school. 

Ferendo, still works with stu¬ 
dents and says many can’t afford 
“Hamilton” tickets. 

Police: Pregnant woman 
found huffing in street 

A MONROE—Apregnant 
Louisiana woman was 
accused of huffing an electronic 
dusting product on a roadway. 

The Monroe News Star report¬ 
ed Melissa Blair, 33, was charged 
with abuse of toxic vapors and ob¬ 
struction of a public passage. 

A police report from the Oua¬ 
chita Parish Sheriff’s Office said 
they found Blair lying partially 
in a roadway and partially in a 
ditch. A cold can of electronic 
duster was next to her, apparently 
recently used. 

Blair also is being charged with 
failure to appear on charges of do¬ 
mestic abuse-battery and theft. 


Beef-A-Roo, iconic 
eatery, closes its doors 

HJI | MARQUETTE — The 
I w 11 cowboy on the sign 
has served his last burger at 
a longtime Upper Peninsula 
restaurant. 

Beef-A-Roo has closed in Mar¬ 
quette after nearly 50 years. The 
Mining Journal said locations in 
Iron River and Negaunee will 
remain open until the properties 
are sold. 

Cami LaFayette, who owns 
Beef-A-Roo with three siblings, 
said they want to try different ca¬ 
reers. They’re grateful for their 
parents, Don and Nancy Frailing, 
who got the business started. 

Police: Drunk, texting 
woman hit cruiser 

|BJ| p LEBANON — Maine 
ITI b State Police said a 
woman was accused of striking 
a parked police cruiser while 
texting and driving under the 
influence. 

Police said Molly Foisy, 22, of 
Springvale is accused of strik¬ 
ing the cruiser that was behind 
a tow truck in the breakdown 
lane of Route 202 in Lebanon on 
Saturday. 

Authorities said Foisy was trav¬ 
eling at a high rate of speed and 
narrowly missed hitting the tow 
truck as well. 


St. Lawrence River 
called best bass fishery 

lyW ALEXANDRIA BAY 
HI I — New York’s St. Law¬ 
rence River was named the best 
bass fishery in the nation. 

It’s a first for the river, which 
borders Canada in northern New 
York and was ranked in the top 
10 twice in the last four years by 
Bassmaster Magazine. 

Tournament results from June 
put the river at the top. The aver¬ 
age weight of the entire 149-team 
field in the event was 20.3 pounds, 
topped by the winning team from 
Sam Houston State University, 
which averaged 24.4 pounds per 
day. The Big Bass Award for that 
event was a 6-pound, 7-ouncer. 

More schools join pilot 
project for snow days 

QA ANDERSON — More 
school districts are 
joining a South Carolina experi¬ 


ment to have kids learn at home 
on days when roads are too icy for 
school buses. 

The Independent Mail re¬ 
ported that there weren’t enough 
snow days last year for the South 
Carolina Education Oversight 
Committee to decide whether the 
“eLearning” days work. 

Five districts participated. 
Ten will be in this year’s pilot 
program. 

Committee spokeswoman Dana 
Yow said most districts had one 
or two eLearning days but felt 
another year would help to figure 
out what works and what doesn’t. 

Woman impaled by 
spear during argument 

P| HALLANDALE 
r li*a BEACH — Authorities 
arrested a man they say was ar¬ 
guing with his girlfriend when a 
spear she was holding snapped 
and went through her chest. 

The SunSentinel reported 


Adam Reechard Crespo grabbed 
Silvia Galva, 32, by the ankles 
and pulled her off the bed in their 
South Florida condominium. 

An arrest report said Galva 
grabbed a spear at the foot of 
the bed as Crespo, 43, continued 
dragging her. Crespo said he 
heard a snapping sound. He saw 
that the spear had penetrated her 
chest and pulled it out, “hoping it 
was not too bad.” 

A friend called 911 while Cre¬ 
spo put pressure on the wound. 

Crespo is charged with 
murder. 

Music festival halted 
over concerns for birds 

11 CHICAGO — A Chicago 
I L beachfront music festival 
set for August was canceled fol¬ 
lowing concerns about its impact 
on endangered shorebirds. 

Organizers of Mamby on the 
Beach said the Aug. 23-24 fes¬ 
tival was canceled due to “cir¬ 
cumstances beyond our control,” 
including two federally-protected 
piping plovers nesting on Mon¬ 
trose Beach. 

The Chicago Sun-Times report¬ 
ed the Chicago Ornithological So¬ 
ciety said the two piping plovers 
nesting there have hatched at 
least three eggs. 

The small shorebird is on a 
number of state endangered spe¬ 
cies lists and is listed as threat¬ 
ened at the federal level. 

From wire reports 
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Show of strength 


US, Pacific allies demonstrate their growing amphibious capabilities during Talisman Sabre 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

BOWEN, Australia — U.S. 
Marines and troops from three 
allied nations demonstrated new 
amphibious capabilities as they 
stormed a beach this week in the 
Australian state of Queensland. 

The Marines have been re¬ 
nowned for their ability to get 
from ship to shore under fire 
since World War II, but Monday’s 
training — part of this month’s 
massive, biennial Talisman Sabre 
exercise — made clear that their 
mates have plenty of firepower to 
bring to the party. 

Hulking new landing helicop¬ 
ter docks, the HMAS Canberra 
and HMAS Adelaide — the Royal 
Australian Navy’s largest-ever 
warships — prowled offshore 
ahead of the landing, along¬ 
side the U.S. Navy’s amphibious 
transport dock USS Green Bay 
and the Japan Maritime Self-De¬ 
fense Force’s tank landing ship 
JS Kunisaki. 

The largest vessel involved in 
the operation, the amphibious- 
assault ship USS Wasp, was too 
far offshore to be visible from the 
beach. 

When the mock attack launched, 
it was spearheaded by a com¬ 
pany from Japan’s newly formed 
Amphibious Rapid Deployment 
Brigade, a force modeled on the 
U.S. Marines and charged with 
defending offshore islands. 

The Japanese rolled onto Kings 
Beach, a crescent of golden sand 
near the town of Bowen, in am¬ 
phibious assault vehicles that 
looked a lot like the Marines’ 
rides. 

Then came a company from 1st 
Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment 
in two more waves of amphibious 
vehicles and several Australian 
landing craft. 

The Marines quickly set up 
defensive positions in the sand 
dunes and prepared to press in¬ 
land to secure objectives such as 
a park and an airfield. 

One of the Australian soldiers 
on the beach, Capt. Chris Moron- 
ey, 32, of Brisbane, was wearing a 
U.S. flag patch on his helmet. 

“I always love working with the 
Marine Corps,” said the joint fires 
observer, who has fond memories 
of working alongside Marines at 
Al-Taqaddum Air Base during a 
deployment to Iraq. 

During the beach assault, Mo- 
roney, along with U.S. Marine 
forward observers, helped coor¬ 
dinate air support from Marine 
UH-1Y Venom and AH-1 Cobra 
helicopters, which circled menac¬ 
ingly overhead. 

“Any of the observers can call 
in these aircraft and get effects 
and support from them,” he said. 

The deputy director of the ex¬ 
ercise, U.S. Army Col. Jeffrey 
Gottlieb, 54, of Haddonfield, N. J., 
watched events unfold from the 
beach. He noted that the largest 
American warship involved in 



Talisman Sabre, the USS Ronald 
Reagan, wasn’t part of the am¬ 
phibious exercise. 

The carrier was farther south 
fighting a different mock battle 
to subdue the opposing force’s 
air and naval assets. That part 
of Talisman Sabre has involved a 
massive display of air power, in¬ 
cluding dogfights with as many as 
50 aircraft, he said. 

The amphibious exercise direc¬ 
tor, Australian army Col. Kenny 
Stuart, said the ability of the al¬ 
lies to work together on such a 
complex mission is a major mile¬ 
stone in Australia’s effort to stand 
up its amphibious force. 

“We’re developing capabilities 
to ensure that we can work to¬ 
gether in a high-end war fighting 
level,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Clockwise from 
top: U.S. Marines 
charge onto Kings 



Australian town 
of Bowen during 
a Talisman Sabre 
drill Monday. 
Australian 
army Capt. 

Chris Moroney, 
of Brisbane, 
Australia, wears a 
U.S. flag patch on 
his helmet during 
the drill. Marines 
secure Kings 
Beach during the 
exercise. U.S. 
Marines run along 
Kings Beach. 

Photos by Seth Robson 
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Australian town welcomes US Marines with open arms 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

BOWEN, Australia — Locals and vaca¬ 
tioners in this small Australian town were 
eager to get to know U.S. Marines patrol¬ 
ling their streets this week as part of the 
biennial Talisman Sabre exercise. 

The Marines made an amphibious land¬ 
ing at nearby Kings Beach on Monday 
alongside troops from Japan, Britain and 
Australia. 

Dozens of locals perched on rocks along 
the coast watching the action, including 
Noel Yasso, 81, a former Australian army 
reservist who came to see his grandson, 
Joel Yasso, 27, an able seaman in the Royal 
Australian Navy. 

The younger Yasso was aboard a landing 
craft carrying U.S. Marines and a bulldoz¬ 
er from Australia’s landing helicopter dock 
ship, the HMAS Adelaide, to the beach. 

After the landing, the Marines moved 
into town to capture objectives such as an 
aerodrome and a recreation area. 

Gun-toting Americans in camouflage 


aren’t an everyday sight in Bowen although 
their presence was advertised by a large 
flashing sign on the road into town. 

When a group of Marines parked their 
amphibious assault vehicles in a park near 
the center of town, they drew a crowd of 
interested Australians. 

Peter and Lynne Crew, on vacation from 
their home in Coffs Harbor, New South 
Wales, struck up a conversation with a 
group of young Marines. 

“It’s all pretty impressive,” Peter Crew 
said as he checked out a 60mm mortar that 
the Marines had set up in the park. 

Lance Cpl. Weston Harris, 22, of Esther- 
ville, Iowa, a member of 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Marine Regiment out of Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., chatted with the couple. 

“It’s my first trip to Australia. I’ve had a 
good time so far,” he told them. 

Marine Cpl. Jordan Greenlaw stood 
nearby holding a rugby ball. 

“Some locals gave it to us,” he said. 
“They saw us throwing coconuts around 
and threw us the ball.” 

Greenlaw said he’s watched rugby back 


in the States but never played it. Locals 
can watch the Bowen Seagulls play for 
$4, according to a sign at the team’s home 
ground. 

Bowen retiree Barry Burton, who was 
also talking to the Marines, said their pres¬ 
ence reassured him that Australia would 
be safe from threats such as Chinese com¬ 
munist influence and Islamic State terror¬ 
ism in the Pacific. 

“As far as I’m concerned, [the Marines] 
are always welcome,” he said. 

Nearby, Marine Staff Sgt. Nathan Han¬ 
son, 30, of Asheville, N.C., showed off his 
M-4 rifle to a former Australian soldier, 
Shane Moir, of Lake Eildon, Victoria. Moir 
said it made him nostalgic for his days in 
uniform. 

Another resident, Bob Freeman, 80, who 
retired to Bowen from London, flew the 
Stars and Stripes from a flagpole on his 
front porch to welcome the Marines. 

The old timer recalled shouting out “Any 
gum, chum?” to passing American soldiers 
and getting thrown sweets when he was a 
child during World War II. 


“If it wasn’t for the Americans, Eng¬ 
land wouldn’t be there,” he said. “It would 
be under Nazi rule. Australia wouldn’t be 
here. It would be under the Japanese.” 

Bowen, home to about 10,000 people, is 
part of the Whitsunday Region, which has 
an economy built on horticulture, sugar 
cane, coal mining and tourism. 

PBY Catalina flying boats, charged with 
searching for enemy ships and subma¬ 
rines, were based at Bowen during World 
War II. The town’s modern-day airfield in¬ 
cludes a display featuring the aircraft and 
a large model of the USS Lexington, which 
was sunk to the northeast during the Battle 
of the Coral Sea in May 1942. 

Whitsunday Mayor Andrew Wilcox said 
he’d been looking forward to Talisman 
Sabre coming to Bowen. 

“We had a smaller [Australian Defence 
Force] exercise last year,” he said. “The 
troops ... are really well-received by the 
community.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Marvel adds diversity 
onscreen and off 

Marvel’s push for more women 
and people of color in its cinemat¬ 
ic universe is extending to behind 
the camera for its next slate of 
films. 

Of the five films Marvel Studios 
announced at Comic-Con on July 
20, only one is set to be directed 
by a white man. 

In addition to a slew of women 
and people of color at the helm 
of upcoming Marvel films, the 
weekend’s announcements prom¬ 
ised more diversity on screen, 
including the female-led “Black 
Widow” and “Thor: Love and 
Thunder.” Also in the works are 
films starring Marvel’s first 
Asian American superhero — 
Simu Liu’s Shang-Chi — and its 
first LGBTQ character — Tessa 
Thompson’s Valkyrie. 

Art Neville of Meters, 
Neville Brothers, dies 

Art Neville, a member of a sto¬ 
ried New Orleans musical family 
who performed with his siblings 
in The Neville Brothers band and 
founded the groundbreaking funk 
group The Meters, died Monday. 
The artist, nicknamed “Poppa 
Funk,” was 81. The cause of death 
was not immediately available, 
but Neville had battled a number 
of health issues including compli¬ 
cations from back surgery. 

The Neville Brothers — Art, 
Charles, Cyril and Aaron — start¬ 
ed singing as kids but then went 
their separate ways in the 1950s 
and ’60s. It wasn’t until 1977 that 
the brothers finally got together 
again. In 1978, they recorded their 
first Neville Brothers album. 

Injury halts 'Fast & 
Furious 9’ production 

Production of “Fast & Furious 
9” has been halted after a stunt¬ 
man for the action movie was se¬ 
verely injured in England. 

Work on the latest installment 
of the long-running franchise was 
put on hold Monday following 
the accident at the Warner Bros. 
Studios in Leavesden, 35 miles 
northwest of London. 

Joe Watts was airlifted from the 
movie’s set with what Hertford¬ 
shire police said were “serious 
injuries.” He remained hospital¬ 
ized on Tuesday. 

“Fast & Furious 9,” starring 
film series regulars Vin Diesel 
and Michelle Rodriguez, is due 
for release in 2020. 

Other news 

■ Actress Sonja Sohn, who 
played a detective in the HBO se¬ 
ries “The Wire,” is facing charges 
of felony possession of cocaine 
and possession of drug parapher¬ 
nalia. The sheriff’s office in Dare 
County, N.C., says Sohn, whose 
legal name is Sonja Plack, was 
arrested after midnight Sunday 
in Manteo on the Outer Banks. 
Authorities say it happened after 
a traffic stop. 

■ David Hedison, who starred 
in the original sci-fi classic “The 
Fly” and appeared in two James 
Bond films, died July 18 in Los 
Angeles. He was 92. 

From The Associated Press 



Scott Roth, Invision/AP 


Rapper Lil Nas X, shown performing in East 
Rutherford, N.J., in June, has tied a record 
for most consecutive weeks at the top of 
the Billboard charts with 16. 


Lil Nas X ties record 

‘Old Town Road’ tops Billboard chart for 16 weeks 


By Mesfin Fekadu 

Associated Press 

Lil Nas X has taken his horse to the old 
town road and ridden it to the top of the Bill¬ 
board charts for 16 weeks, tying a record set 
by Mariah Carey and Luis Fonsi. 

“Old Town Road” logs its 16th week at No. 

I on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart this week, 
matching the success that Carey and Boyz 

II Men’s “One Sweet Day” achieved in 
1995-1996. Fonsi, Daddy Yankee and Justin 
Bieber’s “Despacito” accomplished the feat 
in 2017. 

No song has spent more than 16 weeks at 
No. 1 on the all-genre Hot 100 chart in the 61- 
year history of the Billboard charts. 

The country-rap “Old Town Road” was 
originally a solo song, but 20-year-old Lil Nas 
X added Billy Ray Cyrus to the track and it 
topped the charts, achieving most of its suc¬ 
cess through audio streaming. 

“Old Town Road” initially stirred up a bit 
of controversy in March when Billboard re¬ 
moved it from its country charts, deeming it 
not country enough (it peaked at No. 19 on 
the country charts). But the drama didn’t 
hurt the song; it only propelled it. 

“This song has been a uniter, not a divid¬ 
er,” Cyrus said in a statement Monday. “I’m 
giving God the glory now for allowing me the 
gift to be part of such a special song. It’s a 


unique moment in time where people from 
all over the world and all walks of life find 
they have more in common than they do dif¬ 
ferent. It’s a moment we’ve all shared and 
I’m grateful for it.” 

“Old Town Road” appears on Lil Nas X’s 
debut EP “7,” which peaked at No. 2 on Bill¬ 
board’s 200 albums chart earlier this month. 
The EP also features the Top 40 hits “Pani- 
ni” and “Rodeo” with Cardi B. 

“Old Town Road” is also spending its 16th 
week on top of both the R&B/Hip-Hop and 
rap songs charts. The song has several ver¬ 
sions, including remixes featuring Diplo, 
Young Thug and Mason Ramsey; Billboard 
counts the original song and its remix ver¬ 
sions as one when calculating chart position, 
thus helping “Old Town Road” stay on top. 

A number of songs have debuted at No. 2 
on the Hot 100 chart, unable to push “Old 
Town Road” out of its top position, includ¬ 
ing two tunes from Taylor Swift (“You Need 
to Calm Down,” “ME!”); Ed Sheeran and 
Bieber’s “I Don’t Care”; and two songs from 
Shawn Mendes (“If I Can’t Have You” and 
“Senorita” with Camila Cabello). 

Swift’s “Look What You Made Me Do” 
stopped “Despacito” from reaching a 17th 
week at No. 1 when the pop smash jumped 
from No. 77 to No. 1 in 2017. Celine Dion’s 
“Because You Loved Me” ended Carey and 
Boyz II Men’s epic run in 1996. 


‘Bless This Mess’ star Pam Grier finds peace 


By John Carucci 

Associated Press 

Pam Grier’s role as the owner 
of a hardware store in rural Ne¬ 
braska in the ABC sitcom “Bless 
This Mess” isn’t a complete de¬ 
parture for the film legend: She 
lives in rural Colorado and has 
spent much of her life on ranches 
to find serenity from Hollywood 
life. 

“I commuted to work really for 
50 years because I couldn’t have 
that lifestyle that I wanted of hors¬ 
es and ruralness. It would always 
be the city, hotels, room service,” 
said Grier in a recent interview. 

“My grandfather was the first 
feminist in my life, from Wyo¬ 
ming, who taught all of us girls 
how to hunt, fish and shoot, so 
I could bring that to this show, 
every element and it just kind of 
fit,” Grier said. “He had this glow, 
this peace, and this unbelievable 
calm about him during the day 
after working sun up, sundown 
doing some labor. And he just was 
so spiritual and enjoyed life and 
he would always say, you know, 
if you wake up breathing, you’re 
going to have a good day. And so 
that’s been my mantra since I was 
a little girl.” 

She credits that mantra for help¬ 
ing her thrive in a life filled with 
plenty of highs and lows. Grier 
made her name as the queen of 
blaxploitation films in the 1970s 
with roles in classics like “Coffy” 
and “Foxy Brown,” but struggled 
in Hollywood after the genre fell 
out of fashion. She also had tu¬ 
multuous romances with the likes 
of Richard Pryor and Freddie 
Prinze. 


The second season of 
“Bless This Mess” launches in 
September. 

Grier also was the victim of two 
sexual assaults — one when she 
was just 6 years old. She opened 
up about her personal struggles in 
her 2010 memoir, “Foxy: My Life 
in Three Acts,” and while promot¬ 
ing the book, learned a lot about 
the wide range of people who have 
been victims of sexual assault, in¬ 
cluding men: “I was surprised at 
the book signings how many men 
came up and just let me know that 
they feel better by me talking.” 

Grier said she’s gratified that 
many more of her fellow actresses 
are talking about their experi¬ 
ences with abuse in Hollywood 
in the era of #MeToo and Time’s 
Up. She marvels at the impact the 
movement has had in a relatively 
short period of time. 

“I always say it’s about time. It 
takes confidence. It takes other 
people around you to set an ex¬ 
ample that you won’t inflame or 
flame out — you’ll be OK. And it is 
tough to talk about it,” she said. “A 
lot of people haven’t healed yet.” 

Grier has also successfully 
battled cancer. While she’s still a 
glamour queen and sex symbol, 
her experience with the disease 
has made her eschew at least one 
of society’s beauty norms. 

“I’m so proud of my hair grow¬ 
ing back on my legs after cancer 
that I don’t shave. I don’t shave my 
legs. I enjoy looking at, you know, 
two and half inches of hair on my 
legs,” she said. “I’m very grateful 
to have a healthy balance. ... Oh, 
and I don’t feel any different than 
I did when I was 21!” 


Christopher Smith, Invision/AP 

Actress Pam Grier, shown May 21, credits her grandfather for 
teaching her to appreciate life and have a positive attitude. 













Wednesday, July 24,2019 


•Stars and Stripes* 


fsmsmmm 


Page 19 



Stripes 

SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 






Transportation 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germanyonly) 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

Phone: +49-(0)6134-2592730 

Toll-free: 0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 

E-Mail: info@transglobal-logistics.de 

WEB: www.transglobal-logistics.de 


enquiries@carshipuk.co 

www.carshipuk.co.uk 


U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices /Agencies near Military Installations 


AMERICAN 
DOCTORS & STAFF 


SERVICES OFFERED 

■ family dentistry 

■ periodontal maintenan 

■ root canals 

■ wisdom teeth surgery 

■ implant surgery 

■ certified orthodontics 

■ nitrous oxide 




Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 


Concert, events, TV, 
movies, music, video 
games, celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARS^STRIPES 


Never miss a Stars and Stripes. 

We report on issues that affect you the most, 
covering military news from 
Capitol Hill to Europe, Pacific , the 
Middle East and the Pentagon. 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 
Wherever you need us, however you read us: 
Stars and Stripes is always for you. 

STARS^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 




uenidi nygienibib 

TRICARE Peferred Provider 


Transportation 


Be the one who really knows what’s going on! 








































Page 20 


z&ammam 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, July 24,2019 


OPINION 

Best Dem candidate will harness hope, fear 


STARSMSTRIPES. 

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher 
Lt. Col. Sean Klimek, Europe commander 
Lt. Col. Richard McClintiC, Pacific commander 
Caroline E. Miller, Europe Business Operations 

EDITORIAL 

Terry Leonard, Editor 

leonard.terry@stripes.com 

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor 

reid.robert@stripes.com 

Tina Croley, Managing Editor for Content 

croley.tina@stripes.com 

Sean Moores, Managing Editor for Presentation 
moores.sean@stripes.com 

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor for Digital 

gromelski.joe@stripes.com 

BUREAU STAFF 

Europe/Mideast 

Erik Slavin, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief 
slavin.erik@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350 

Pacific 

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief 
kidd.aaron@stripes.com 

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380 

Washington 

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief 

cacchioli.joseph@stripes.com 

(+1X202)886-0033 

Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News 
bowers.brian@stripes.com 

CIRCULATION 

Mideast 

Robert Reismann, Mideast Circulation Manager 
robert.w.reismann.naf@mail.mil 
xsscirculation@stripes.com 
DSN (314)583-9111 

Europe 

Karen Lewis, Community Engagement Manager 
lewis.karen@stripes.com 
memberservices@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9090; DSN (314)583.9090 

Pacific 

Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com 
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)229.3171 

CONTACT US 

Washington 

tel: (+1)202.886.0003 

633 3rd St. NW, Suite 116, Washington, DC 20001-3050 

Reader letters 

letters@stripes.com 

Additional contacts 

stripes.com/contactus 

OMBUDSMAN 

Ernie Gates 

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow 
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the 
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper’s 
independence. The ombudsman also responds to concerns 
and questions from readers, and monitors coverage for fair¬ 
ness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The ombudsman 
welcomes comments from readers, and can be contacted 
by email at ombudsman@stripes.com, or by phone at 
202.886.0003. 


Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week¬ 
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday 
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacific Stars and 
Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96301-5002. Periodicals 
postage paid at San Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send 
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, 
APO AP 96301-5002. 

This newspaper is authorized by the Department of 
Defense for members of the military services overseas. 
However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, 
and are not to be considered as the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. government. As a DOD newspaper, 
Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official chan¬ 
nels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote 
locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication does 
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense 
or Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised. 
Products or services advertised shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor 
of the purchaser, user or patron. 

© Stars and Stripes 2019 

stripes com 


By Nancy Gibbs 

Special to The Washington Post 

L ike much of the Bible and all great 
drama, presidential races are a 
contest between hope and fear. 
Both Democrats and Republicans 
have pulled these two levers as it suited 
their needs: John F. Kennedy warned of 
missile gaps, Ronald Reagan promised 
morning in America. But at this moment 
of acute political discomfort, no choice 
is more fateful for both parties, or more 
complicated. 

For President Donald Trump, like any 
incumbent, it is harder to run on fear after 
you’ve had four years to Make America 
Great Again, bragged about your great 
economy, claimed the North Korean threat 
has been neutralized and the swamps 
drained. But appeals to fear come so natu¬ 
rally to him that he finds himself attacking 
duly elected congresswomen, war heroes, 
witch hunts and much of the national secu¬ 
rity infrastructure whose actual mission is 
keeping us safe. 

He does, however, have a rancid genius 
for stoking fear and then responding to it. 
He talked so much about violence during 
his campaign that fear of crime rose for 
the first time in years, though the actual 
crime rate was at all-time lows. Once in of¬ 
fice, he threatened Kim Jong Un with “fire 
and fury” before announcing that they’d 
traded friendship rings and fallen in love; 
China is somehow both our ruthless com¬ 
petitor and our great benefactor, since as 
Trump has noted, “We’ve taken in tens of 
billions of dollars in tariffs from China.” 

If this is all incoherent, that’s OK. Fear 
is often irrational; but so, for that matter, is 
hope. That’s part of their power. 

So Democrats heading back to the debate 
stage have a calculation to make: Do people 


By Ram Yavne 
Bloomberg Opinion 

T he Syrian war was largely over by 
the end of 2018, but the country 
remains a bleeding hot spot that 
can threaten Israeli and American 
interests. There is one way to minimize 
the risks of further instability, give hope 
to war-weary Syrians and meet big-power 
strategic objectives: forging an American- 
Russian deal. That’s not as far-fetched as 
it sounds. 

By the end of 2018 when the worst of the 
fighting ended, Syria had suffered more 
than 500,000 deaths and $400 billion in 
damage. Half of the population had been 
forced to flee their homes; more than 5.5 
million refugees left Syria and the rest 
were displaced internally. 

And yet the risk factors that remain are 
hard to overstate. No civilian and econom¬ 
ic rehabilitation has begun in the ruined 
state, weapons are still available, anger at 
an oppressive regime simmers among the 
population, Sunni extremists are ruling the 
Idlib area in northwest Syria and foreign 
forces are still deployed in the country. 

A return to fighting is hardly a remote 
possibility. Even if some measure of sta¬ 
bility is maintained by Bashar Assad’s 
regime, the advance of Iranian military 
capabilities in Syria — and in Lebanon — 
threatens Israeli and American interests 
and emboldens Iran to take further action 
against its Sunni rivals. The possibility of 
a Sunni extremist entity in eastern Syria 
threatens stability in Iraq and Jordan. 
Those risks would be heightened if the U.S. 
decides to withdraw its forces from Syria. 

Despite the sometimes toxic relations 
between the U.S. and Russia, the door is 
not closed for a deal over Syria that serves 


want a fighter or a uniter? The fighter de¬ 
ploys fear of the enemy; the uniter speaks 
to hope for us all. 

For all her policy papers, Elizabeth War¬ 
ren, like Bernie Sanders, is all about the 
fight. Private equity firms, she charges, 
are “vampires” guilty of “legalized loot¬ 
ing,” Facebook must be broken up and Big 
Oil made to pay. 

Kamala Harris wants it both ways. She’s 
the prosecutor with a 3 a.m. worry list: the 
fear of the rent you can’t pay, the medi¬ 
cine you can’t afford, the student debt you 
can’t cover and the gun violence you can’t 
avoid. But she also launched her campaign 
declaring, “We are better than this,” and 
leverages her multiethnic story as a testa¬ 
ment to how e pluribus becomes unum. 

Cory Booker, Beto O’Rourke and Pete 
Buttigieg, trying to appeal to our bet¬ 
ter angels, might be accused of bringing 
a feather to a gunfight, not because it’s 
true — appeals to common purpose have 
fierce moral power — but because it’s an 
easy narrative. The harder narrative is the 
promise of policies that work. 

The moonshot anniversary reminded 
Americans what national ambition tasted 
like; but a Georgetown University sur¬ 
vey last year found that people have more 
confidence in Amazon and Google than 
in Congress or the White House. Fixing 
health care, expanding child care and 
making cities smarter and energy cleaner 
are worthy goals, but Democrats unspool¬ 
ing ambitious plans are likely to run into 
taxpayers wary of moonbeams. 

This was not always the case. The belief 
that the optimist almost always wins was 
anchored in the landmark 1990 study by 
University of Pennsylvania psychologists 
Harold Zullow and Martin Seligman. Ana¬ 
lyzing convention acceptance speeches, 
they found that in 18 of 22 presidential 


the strategic interests of both players. 
The compromises required are within the 
realm of acceptability for both states. What 
would a Russo-American deal look like? 

First, it would recognize Assad’s regime 
for now and delay the United Nations-man- 
dated political transition process in Syria. 
The signatories would agree to fund Syria’s 
economic rehabilitation process, providing 
Assad a major incentive to accept. 

In return, they would insist on the with¬ 
drawal of all Iranian military components 
from Syria and cut off the supply of ille¬ 
gal arms to the country. They would also 
agree on the preservation of the autono¬ 
mous rights of the anti-Assad Syrian Dem¬ 
ocratic Forces as well as the Kurdish and 
Sunni communities in east and north Syria 
as a bulwark against any resurgence by Is¬ 
lamic State. 

In practical terms, Russia would have 
to invest military and political resources 
to ensure the Iranian military withdrawal 
and monitor the border for combatants and 
arms traffic. That would mean interdicting 
Iranian, Hezbollah, ISIS and other pro- 
Iran and Sunni extremist factions and pre¬ 
venting any insurgent activity from Syrian 
soil toward neighboring states. 

Why would Russian President Vladimir 
Putin agree to such a deal? Russia would 
achieve its objective of keeping Assad in 
power and reap some economic benefits 
during the rehabilitation process in Syria. 
It would also receive global and regional 
recognition for its major role in Syria, 
something Putin is likely to value. 

For the United States, the main benefits 
would be more at the political level. First, 
an agreement along these lines would sup¬ 
port regional stabilization while address¬ 
ing threats to important U.S. allies in the 
Middle East and especially Israel. Second, 


races, from William McKinley in 1900 
through Reagan in 1984, the more upbeat 
candidate prevailed. (Three of the four ex¬ 
ceptions were Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
would have sounded clueless stargazing 
through a Depression and global war.) Op¬ 
timism, they found, was a better predictor 
of success than polls or fundraising. 

And so Bill Clinton was the Man from 
Hope and George W. Bush declared, “I’m 
an optimist,” and candidates on right and 
left battled over whose sunny side was up. 
But fast-forward 24 years from Clinton’s 
first victory. Seligman wrote in 2016 that 
though Hillary Clinton was, by his metrics, 
the more positive candidate, “optimism 
doesn’t predict winners anymore.” 

Instead, we got “America is a hellhole,” 
as Trump said a month before he launched 
his campaign. It isn’t just fear he feeds, but 
its more useful sibling, anger. Fear shuts 
you down, sends you into hiding; anger 
spins you up, spurs you to fight. The presi¬ 
dent now exalts “the Squad” — four young 
Democratic congresswomen — as a handy 
symbol of all things scary: youth, minor¬ 
ity ethnicity, female power and certitude. 
Some of those qualities might scare some 
Democrats, too, which I suspect Trump is 
counting on, perhaps not to convert voters 
but to discourage them. 

But Democrats don’t have to promise a 
moonshot. At the moment, ambitions too 
grand can themselves feel like a threat. 

Trump’s presidency has taught many 
of us things about our country that we’d 
rather not know. That knowledge itself is 
frightening. Hope sometimes needs fear 
as its fuel. Perhaps the candidate who can 
best harness both is the one we need to 
lead us out of here. 


Nancy Gibbs is the director of the Shorenstein 
Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy at 
Harvard University. 


the agreement would be a component in 
the campaign against the Iranian regional 
insurgency. Third, it will outline in clearer 
terms future American involvement in 
Syria and Iraq, with less direct deployment 
and involvement in Syria (while continuing 
American support for the SDF forces and 
communities) and give the needed focus 
for Iraq and other regional issues. 

For Israel, the agreement would achieve 
its main interests in the Syrian theater: a 
push-back of Iranian military entrench¬ 
ment and a weakening of Lebanese He¬ 
zbollah by cutting off its crucial logistic 
lines from Syria. 

It’s clear that such agreement carries 
potential risks, including opposition from 
the Iranian and Assad regimes, as well as 
Turkish discontent over the Syrian Kurds’ 
autonomous rights (although the future 
political transition of Syria, the prevention 
of another wave of refugees and American 
support can provide incentives for Turkish 
acceptance). There is also the risk of viola¬ 
tions by the signatories, as happened after 
the deescalation agreement in southwest 
Syria that was signed between the U.S., 
Russia and Jordan in 2017. To overcome 
these risks, the Syrian deal must be dif¬ 
ferentiated from the Iranian nuclear issue, 
the incentives should be defined and clear 
and a supervision process put into place. 

An agreement along these lines would 
benefit U.S. and Israeli interests, meet im¬ 
portant Russian objectives and deescalate 
tensions in the region. Most of all, it would 
offer the prospect of stability and peace for 
the people of Syria. The alternative is grim 
indeed. 


Ram Yavne is a retired brigadier general and 
former head of strategic planning in the Israel 
Defense Forces. He is a distinguished fellow at the 
Jewish Institute for National Security of America. 


A US-Russian deal could stabilize Syria, weaken Iran 
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Ahn Young-joon/AP 

South Korean protesters with an image of Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe stage a rally Tuesday in Seoul. Colonial-era Korean 
laborers have formally requested that a South Korean court approve 
the sale of local assets of their former Japanese employer. 


Colonial-era Korean laborers 
seek Mitsubishi compensation 


Associated. Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — Colo¬ 
nial-era Korean forced laborers 
launched a legal step Tuesday to 
get court approval for the sale of 
local assets of their former Japa¬ 
nese employer Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, which has refused to 
compensate the former workers. 

South Korea’s Supreme Court 
last year ordered two Japanese 
companies, including Mitsubishi, 
to pay compensation to some aging 
Korean plaintiffs who were forced 
to work for them when the Kore¬ 
an Peninsula was under Tokyo’s 
1910-45 colonial rule. The Japa¬ 
nese firms have refused to abide 
by the rulings, siding with their 
government’s position that all 
compensation issues were settled 
when Japan and South Korea es¬ 
tablished diplomatic ties in 1965. 

On Tuesday, lawyers for ex-la¬ 
borers for Mitsubishi formally re¬ 
quested a district court in South 
Korea to authorize the sales of 
some of the firm’s assets in South 
Korea, which have already been 
seized, according to a civic group 
supporting the former laborers. 


“There is a limit in our wait¬ 
ing,” a group statement said. “Re¬ 
grettably, three plaintiffs have 
passed away this year alone while 
Mitsubishi has been refusing to 
implement the court rulings.” 

If the court approves, Mit¬ 
subishi’s assets will be put up for 
auction to raise funds to pay the 
compensation in a process ex¬ 
pected to take several months. 

“The movement of cashing 
assets of Japanese companies 
is very concerning,” Japanese 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi- 
hide Suga said. “We strongly urge 
the Korean side to take measures 
to correct this illegal condition, 
and there is no change to our 
position.” 

South Korea and Japan are 
currently engaged in escalating 
trade and political disputes over 
Japan’s decision to tighten the ap¬ 
proval process for the export of 
some high-tech materials. 

South Korea believes the trade 
restriction was retaliation to its 
court rulings on forced laborers. 
Japan has denied that, saying its 
steps were taken out of national 
security concerns. 


Coke's variety of drinks 
drives revenue growth 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA—Coca-Cola upped 
its revenue expectations for the 
year as new lines of healthier 
drinks and coffees win over fans. 

Chairman and CEO James 
Quincey said product innova¬ 
tion is helping the company gain 
global market share. New and 
reformulated products — like 
Coca-Cola Plus Coffee and lower- 
calorie Simply juices — now ac¬ 
count for 25% of the company’s 
revenue, Quincey said, up from 
15% two years ago. 

The world’s largest drink com¬ 
pany also sees plenty of room for 
growth. Quincey said 80% of the 
world’s population lives in devel¬ 
oping markets like Africa, India 
and China, where commercial 
beverages make up just one- 
quarter of drink consumption. 
In developed markets, commer¬ 
cial beverages account for three- 
quarters of consumption. 

“That’s a huge opportunity in 
front of us,” Quincey said. “We’re 
seeing good growth this quar¬ 
ter and have been seeing it for a 
while.” 

Coke posted second quarter 
earnings of $2.61 billion, or 61 
cents. Earnings, adjusted for one¬ 
time gains and costs, came to 63 
cents per share, which is a penny 
better than expected, according 
to analysts surveyed by Zacks In¬ 
vestment Research. 

Revenue was $10 billion, also 
beating expectations. 

Shares of Coca-Cola Co. rose 
3% to $52.92 in early trading 
Tuesday after the Atlanta com¬ 
pany projected organic revenue 


growth of 5% for the year. That’s 
equal to its growth in 2018 and 
better than the 4% organic reve¬ 
nue growth the company initially 
forecast in January. 

Coke said it still expects full 
year earnings growth between 
1% and negative 1%. 

Coke said its first energy drink, 
Coca-Cola Energy, launched in 
Europe during the quarter and 
saw some sales success. The com¬ 
pany plans to expand sales of the 
new product to 20 markets by the 
end of this year. Quincey said the 
company hasn’t yet said when the 
drink will come to the U.S. 

Coke’s acquisition of British 
coffee shop chain Costa Coffee — 
which was completed earlier this 
year — is also paying off. New 
drinks like Coca-Cola Plus Cof¬ 
fee and chilled, low-sugar Costa 
Coffee beverages saw growth in 
the April-June period. 

Sales of Coke’s namesake soft 
drinks rose 3% in the quarter, 
thanks to double-digit growth of 
Coca-Cola Zero Sugar and new 
products like Coca-Cola Orange 


MARKET WATCH 


July 22, 2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 


Nasdaq 57 65 

composite 8 , 2 04.14 


Russell 

2000 


-3.12 


1,544.78 


Vanilla. 

Coke recorded some softness in 
older products like Dasani bottled 
water and Minute Maid juices. 
But in those cases, higher sales 
of premium products like Smart- 
water and Simply juices made up 
for some of the shortfall. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (July 24). 

Dollar buys (July 24). 

British pound (July 24). 

Japanese yen (July 24). 

South Korean won (July 24). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.1476 

.€0.8714 

.$1.28 

.105.00 

.1,149.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.2446 

.1.3148 

China (Yuan).6.8795 

Denmark (Krone).6.6892 

Egypt (Pound).16.6212 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

.7.8116 

.291.89 

.3.5368 

.108.25 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

.0.3045 

Norway iKiono). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.8.6836 

.51.13 

.3.81 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7501 

.1.3651 

.1,179.89 

.0.9837 

.30.91 

Turkey (Lira) 

.5.6901 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.41 

3-month bill.2.04 

30-year bond.2.57 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE ■ THURSDAY IN THE PACIHC 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



I'M TIREP Of PEOPLE 
SAYIN& THE PRESIPENT 
IS RACIST FOP TELLING 
MINORITY CONGRESSWOMEN 
TO & 0 BACK TO TUE 
COUNTRIES THE/ CAME 
FROM. ~~ 


THAT WAS A WEEK AGO. 
IT'S ANCIENT HISTORY. 
SET OYER IT. 


WHAT ARE YOU TALKING, 
ABOUT? OUR OUTRAGE 
OYER THE PRESIPENT 
SAYIM& RACIST TU//U&S 
POESN'T JUST SO AWAY 


, -LIKE Y THAT 

% UMXEUJV REFERENCE 

Arr / /s QLp mQ 

-1 THEREFORE 
' \MEANimLESS. 



f 

ipBSillP 

■pull!: " 

TONIGHT: 1 

hidebehindL 

■ s. v 

AND INSULT 1 
THE AUTHOR | 

■ 

T - - i : TTTl T— r— 



1 i 

7-24-19 ' U 
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• - im 

■ fb|. 



ACROSS 

1 Nile reptile 
4 Tree home 
8 Rams fans? 

12 Mauna — 

13 Notion 

14 Calendar span 

15 Yale grad 

16 Misleading 


18 Pink hue 

20 Sushi choice 

21 Arizona city 

24 Man of morals? 
28 Massachusetts 

32 Melody 

33 Flamenco cheer 

34 Handled 

36 Kingston Trio hit 

37 Peregrinate 
39 Pub perch 


61 “CSI” evidence 

DOWN 

1 Mr. Guinness 

2 Without help 

3 Twosome 

4 Corn kernels 

5 College URL 
ender 

6 Religious sch. 

7 Hit with a stun gun 

8 Shoelace hole 

9 Teeny 

10 Listener 

11 Soon-to-be grads 
17 Earl Grey, e.g. 

19 Mornings 
(Abbr.) 

22 Swedish auto 

23 Fighting 

25 Wrestling style 

26 Aware of 


27 Bell sound 

28 Drill 

29 Oodles 

30 “Amen!” 

31 French 101 verb 
35 Fish¬ 
eating hawks 

38 Like Zorro 
or Batman 
40 As well 
42 Refusals 
45 School 
support orgs. 

47 Peddle 

48 Author Hunter 

49 Sitar music 

50 Purse 

51 Yoko from Tokyo 

52 — roll (winning) 

53 Discoverer’s call 

54 Squabble 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


41 Allen or Frame 

1 

O 

W 

A| 


| B 

O 

S 

C 


Ik 

E 

Y 

43 Seized vehicle 

44 Soak (up) 

46 Mars explorer 
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A 

R 
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50 Barnes & 

Noble, for one 

E 

L 

1 

sl 


m 

E 

L 

L 
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O 
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1 

kJ 


X 

E 

S 

55 Actress Mendes 

T 

A 

K 

E 

A 

N 

A 
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(P 

E 

E 

L 

56 Diarist Frank 


B 

O 

N 

e| 


Ur 

A 

R 

P 

O 

57 “Hey, sailor!” 

O 

R 

A 

N 

g| 


[s 

O 

1 
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58 Pester 

P 

A 

C 


nr 

! 

C 

K 

S 

T 

A 

N 
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59 Incite 

A 

R 
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1 
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A 

1 
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60 Scatters seeds 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


LIFE IMITATES TWITTER 


MAITOZOCPGQ OEGSC O 
WPZAWTL GZ TOMLESV CJOC 
NZAWAZR ORIAQMPQV 
RSZWOIAR: PC’R OQ SNJPTT 

EAACTA. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD YOU CALL 
BELIEF IN A MAGICAL ABILITY TO DETERMINE 
THE ORIGINS OF THINGS? SOURCERY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals B 
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Classifiedsl 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Ietters@stripes 


letters@stripes 


letters@stripes 


Round-the-world news for America s military. 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Entertainment 450 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARStQlSTRIPES. 

In print • Online atstripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 


Want a bett er picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARS^STRIPES. 
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Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro basketball 


Tennis 

1 

Cycling 

1 

Deals 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Connecticut 

Washington 

Chicago 

New York 

Indiana 

Atlanta 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Las Vegas 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Minnesota 
Phoenix 
Dallas 

Sunday’s games 

Washington 93, Atlanta 65 
Chicago 78, Indiana 70 
Las Vegas 79, Minnesota 74 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Los Angeles at Atlanta 
Indiana at Phoenix 
Seattle at Las Vegas 

Wednesday’s games 
New York at Connecticut 
Washington at Minnesota 


9 .526 V/i 

8 .529 2Vi 

14 .263 714 


Philadelphia __ _ 

Atlanta 11 8 

D.C. United 9 6 

New York 10 8 

New York City FC 8 3 

Montreal 9 11 

New England 8 8 

Toronto FC 8 9 

Orlando City 
Chicago 
Columbus 
Cincinnati 


39 41 32 

36 35 25 

35 31 26 

34 37 31 

32 33 23 

30 27 38 

30 30 38 

29 36 37 

. _ 26 29 29 

5 10 8 23 34 35 

6 14 3 21 21 34 

5 15 2 17 21 51 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T PtS GF GA 


Los Angeles FC 14 

LA Galaxy 12 8 

Seattle 10 6 

Minnesota United 10 7 

San Jose 10 7 

FC Dallas 9 8 

Real Salt Lake 9 9 

Houston 9 9 

Portland 8 8 

Sporting KC 6 8 

Colorado 
Vancouver 


NWSL 


Portland 
North Carolina 
Chicago 
Reign FC 
Washington 
Utah 
Houston 
Orlando 
Sky Blue FC 


4 5 4 

3 9 2 


22 27 L. 
20 20 19 
20 12 11 
18 18 13 
18 10 10 
16 15 20 
11 16 31 
‘ 9 16 


Note: Three points for victory, 
point for tie. 

Sunday, July 21 

Chicago 2, North Carolina 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Sky Blue FC 
Houston at Portland 

Saturday’s game 
North Carolina at Utah 

Sunday’s game 


World TeamTennis 

W L Pet. GB 

Philadelphia 7 1 .875 - 


Springfield 
New York 
San Diego 
Orange County 
Vegas 
Orlando 
Washington 


.571 2V4 

.500 3 

.400 y/i 

.286 4V4 

.250 5 

.167 5 


Saturday's matches 

New York 22, Washington 16 
Orange County 24, San Diego 17 
Springfield 19, Vegas 18 

Sunday’s matches 
Philadelphia 21, Vegas 18 
New York 23, Orlando 18 
San Diego 24, Springfield 20 
Monday’s matches 
Washington 23, Orlando 19 
Springfield 19, Orange County 18 
Philadelphia 23, San Diego 16 
Tuesday’s matches 
Philadelphia at Orange County 
New York at Vegas 

Atlanta Open 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Monday 

At Atlantic Station 
Atlanta 

Purse: $694,995 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Alexei Popyrin, Australia, def. Denis 
Kudla, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Jordan 
Thompson (7), Australia, 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-3. 

Bradley Klahn, United States, def. 
Marius Copil, Romania, 7-6 (3), 7-5. 


First Round 

Dominic Inglot, Britain, and Austin 
Krajicek (2), United States, def. Matthew 
Ebden, Australia, and Tennys Sandgren, 
United States, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 10-5. 

Radu Albot, Moldova, and Artem Sitak 
(4), New Zealand, def. Nick Kyrgios, Aus¬ 
tralia, and Tommy Paul, United States, 
7-6 (7), 7-5. 


46 55 20 

37 30 27 

35 32 28 

34 38 30 

34 36 32 

32 31 26 

30 30 30 

30 32 34 

8 8 4 28 31 32 

6 8 7 25 32 36 

5 11 5 20 32 42 

_ 4 11 8 20 23 41 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, July 19 

LA Galaxy 3, Los Angeles FC 2 
Saturday, July 20 
Columbus 2, Montreal 1 
Houston 3, Toronto FC 1 
Philadelphia 2, Chicago 0 
FC Dallas 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
New York City FC 2, Colorado 1 
Minnesota United 1, Real Salt Lake 1, tie 
San Jose 3, Vancouver 1 
Sunday, July 21 
Atlanta 2, D.C. United 0 
New England 2, Cincinnati 0 
New York 1, Orlando City 0 
Portland 2, Seattle 1 

Friday’s games 

Sporting Kansas City at New York City FC 
Atlanta at Los Angeles FC 
Saturday’s games 
Orlando City at New England 
Columbus at New York 
Cincinnati at Toronto FC 
D.C. United at Chicago 
Philadelphia at Montreal 
Real Salt Lake at FC Dallas 
Seattle at Houston 
Vancouver at Minnesota United 
Colorado at San Jose 
LA Galaxy at Portland 


Swiss Open 

Monday 

At Roy Emerson Arena 
Gstaad, Switzerland 
Purse: $588,200 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Cedrik-Marcel Stebe, Germany, def. 
Corentin Moutet (8), France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, def. Er¬ 
nests Gulbis, Latvia, 7-5, 7-5. 

Pablo Andujar (7), Spain, def. Dennis 
Novak, Austria, 6-1, 3-6, 6-3. 

Roberto Carballes Baena (6), Spain, 
def. Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 6-7 (1), 6-3, 6-2. 

Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. Daniel 
Elahi Galan, Colombia, 7-6 (7), 6-3. 


Sky Blue F< 


n FC 


Through July 21 

1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Dustin Johnson 

3. Rory Mcllroy 

4. Justin Rose 

5. Tiger Woods 

S. Francesco Molinari 
7. Bryson DeChambeau 
3. Jon Rahm 
3. Justin Thomas 
0. Patrick Cantlay 

1. Xander Schauffele 

2. Tony Finau 

3. Tommy Fleetwood 

4. Rickie Fowler 

5. Gary Woodland 

6. Matt Kuchar 

7. Shane Lowry 
B. Paul Casey 
9. Adam Scott 

0. Webb Simpson 

1. Jason Day 

2. Louis Oosthuizen 

3. Patrick Reed 

4. Bubba Watson 

5. Matt Wallace 

6. Marc Leishman 

7. Chez Reavie 
B. Kevin Kisner 

9. Matthew Fitzpatrick 
0. Phil Mickelson 

1. Keegan Bradley 

2. Hideki Matsuyama 

3. Kevin Na 

4. Henrik Stenson 

5. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

6. Sergio Garcia 

7. Jordan Spieth 
B. Eddie Pepperell 
9. Tyrrell Hatton 
0. Ian Poulter 

1. Bernd Wiesberger 

2. Cameron Smith 

3. Billy Horschel 

4. Alex Noren 

5. Andrew Putnam 

6. Haotong Li 

7. Brandt Snedeker 
B. Jim Furyk 

9. Lucas Bjerregaard 
0. C.T. Pan 


3.20 

3.18 

3.16 

3.09 


ENG 

ENG 

ENG 

AUT 

AUS 


2.77 

2.77 

2.65 

2.64 

2.60 

2.54 

2.54 

2.46 


Treat Huey, Philippines, and Frederik 
Nielsen, Denmark, def. Hsieh Cheng- 
peng, Taiwan, and Christopher Rungkat, 
Indonesia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Palermo Ladies Open 

Monday 

At Country Time Club 
Palermo, Sicily 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Tamara Zidansek (4), Slovenia, def. 
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, 6-2,6-3. 

Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, def. Aman¬ 
dine Hesse, France, 6-1, 6-3. 

Paula Badosa, Spain, def. Pauline Par- 
mentier (5), France, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Giulia Gatto-Monticone, Italy, def. An¬ 
tonia Lottner, Germany, 6-2,1-1 retired. 

Gabriela Ce, Brazil, def. Georgina Gar¬ 
cia Perez, Spain, 6-4, 1-6, 7-6 (4). 

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Jes¬ 
sica Pieri, Italy, 6-2, 6-3. 

Liudmila Samsonova, Russia, def. Ja¬ 
mie Fourlis, Australia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Doubles 

First Round 

Daria Gavrilova, Australia, and Peng 
Shuai (3), China, def. Elena Bogdan and 
Cristina Dinu, Romania, 6-7 (3), 6-4, 10-8. 

Baltic Open 

Monday 

At National Tennis Centre Lielupe 
Jurmala, Latvia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Irina Bara, Romania, def. Margarita 
Gasparyan (5), Russia, 6-4, 4-6, 4-0 re¬ 
tired. 

Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, def. Ana 
Bogdan, Romania, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Diana Marcinkevica, Latvia, def. Ka¬ 
mila Rakhimova, Russia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Katerina Siniakova (3), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, leads Anhelina Kalinina, Ukraine, 6-4, 


First Round 

Marc-Andrea Huesler and Jakub Paul, 
Switzerland, def. Taro Daniel, Japan, and 
Malez Jaziri, Tunisia, 6-0, 7-5. 


World rankings 


. 11.47 
. 9.50 

8.40 
i 8.21 
, 7.04 

6.57 
i 6.44 

6.40 
, 6.25 

l 6.00 

L 5.99 
. 5.49 

I 5.34 
. 5.30 

. 5.29 

. 5.24 


6. Patrick Cantlay 

7. Dustin Johnson 

8. Paul Casey 

9. Rickie Fowler 

10. Jon Rahm 

11. Justin Rose 

12. Chez Reavie 

13. Tony Finau 


27. Tiger Woods 

28. Sung Kang 

29. Hideki Matsuyama 

30. Lucas Glover 

31. Corey Conners 

32. Phil Mickelson 

33. Brandt Snedeker 

34. C.T. Pan 

35. Keith Mitchell 

36. Kevin Tway 

37. Jason Day 

38. Jim Furyk 

39. Andrew Putnam 

40. Adam Hadwin 

41. Rory Sabbatini 

42. J.B. Holmes 

43. Kevin Na 

44. Nate Lashley 

45. Jason Kokrak 

46. Max Homa 

47. Dylan Frittelli 

48. Graeme McDowell 

49. Si Woo Kim 


First Round 

Sharon Fichman, Canada, and Nina 
Stojanovic, Serbia, def. Ksenia Aleshina, 
Russia, and Kamilla Bartone, Latvia, 6-2, 


Hamburg European Open 

Monday 

At Rothenbaum Sport GmbH 
Hamburg, Germany 
Purse: $1.93 million (WT500) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Martin Klizan, Slovakia, def. Daniel 
Altmaier, Germany, 6-2, 6-2. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. 
Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-3, 6-0. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Benoit 
Paire (5), France, 6-7 (4), 7-5, 6-3. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Cristian 
Garin (8), Chile, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Rudolf Molleker, Germany, def. Leon¬ 
ardo Mayer, Argentina, 7-6 (8), 6-4. 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 

Through July 21 

Points Money 

1. Brooks Koepka 2,337 $7,806,384 

2. Matt Kuchar 2,300 $6,203,119 

3. Rory Mcllroy 2,195 $6,989,374 

4. Xander Schauffele 1,830 $5,411,096 

5. Gary Woodland 1,789 $5,556,461 


1,671 $4,803,113 
1,638 $5,325,566 
1,546 $3,982,401 
1,391 $3,749,710 
1,352 $3,829,110 
1,350 $3,913,778 
1,272 $3,498,484 
1,251 $3,760,365 


14. Charles Howell III 1,245 $2,945,305 

15. Marc Leishman 1,215 $3,172,467 

16. Bryson DeChambeaul,193 $3,021,442 

17. Justin Thomas 1,188 $3,028,709 

18. Shane Lowry 1,137 $3,444,879 

19. Adam Scott 1,107 $3,381,541 

20. Tommy Fleetwood 1,073 $3,245,653 

21. Kevin Kisner 1,070 $2,968,144 

22. Francesco Molinari 1,054 $3,430,790 

23. Ryan Palmer 1,040 $2,720,426 

24. Sungjae Im 1,016 $2,434,131 

25. Scott Piercy 1,006 $2,589,954 

26. Webb Simpson 1,004 $2,717,616 


Tour de France standings 

Monday (Rest Day) 

(After 15 stages) 

1. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Deceun- 
inck-QuickStep, 61:00:22. 

2. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Ineos, 
1:35. 

3. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, 1:47. 

4. Thibaut Pinot, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, 1:50. 

5. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos, 2:02. 

6. Emanuel Buchmann, Germany, Bora- 
Hansgrohe, 2:14. 

7. Mikel Landa, Spain, Movistar, 4:54. 

8. Alejandro Valverde, Spain, Movistar, 
5:00. 

9. Jakob Fuglsang, Denmark, Astana, 
5:27. 

10. Rigoberto Uran, Colombia, EF Edu¬ 
cation First, 5:33. 

11. Richie Porte, Australia, Trek- 
Segafredo, 6:30. 

12. Warren Barguil, France, Arkea- 
Samsic, 7:22. 

13. Nairo Quintana, Colombia, Movi¬ 
star, 8:28. 

14. Roman Kreuziger, Czech Republic, 
Dimension Data, 11:04. 

15. Dan Martin, Ireland, UAE Team 
Emirates, 11:39. 

16. Guillaume Martin, France, Wanty- 
Gobert, 13:42. 

17. Fabio Aru, Italy, UAE Team Emir¬ 
ates, 14:15. 

18. David Gaudu, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, 14:31. 

19. Romain Bardet, France, AG2R La 
Mondiale, 27:12. 

20. Xandro Meurisse, Belgium, Wanty- 
Gobert, 28:25. 

Also 

84. Ben King, United States, Dimension 
Data, 1:50:58. 

86. Joey Rosskopf, United States, CCC, 
1:53:33. 

143. Chad Haga, United States, Sun¬ 
web, 2:43:12. 

Tuesday — Stage 16: A 110-mile flat 
loop beginning and ending in Nimes. 

Tour de France stages 

July 6 — Stage 1: Brussels—Brus¬ 
sels, flat, 120.9 miles (194.5 kilometers) 
(Stage: Mike Teunissen, Netherlands; 
Yellow Jersey: Teunissen) 

July 7 — Stage 2: Brussels Palais Roy¬ 
al—Brussels Atomium, team time trial, 
17.1 (27.6) (Jumbo-Visma; Teunissen) 
July 8 — Stage 3: Binche—Epernay, 
hilly, 133.6 (215) (Julian Alaphilippe, 
France; Alaphilippe) 

July 9 — Stage 4: Reims—Nancy, flat, 
132.7 (213.5) (Elia Viviani, Italy; Ala¬ 
philippe) 

July 10 — Stage 5: Saint-Die-des- 
Vosges—Colmar, hilly, 109.1 (175.5) (Pe¬ 
ter Sagan, Slovakia; Alaphilippe) 

July 11 — Stage 6: Mulhouse—La 
Planche des Belles Filles, mountain, 99.7 
(160.5) (Dylan Teuns, Belgium; Giulio Cic- 
cone, Italy) 

July 12 — Stage 7: Belfort—Chalon- 
sur-Saone, flat, 142.9 (230) (Dylan Groe- 
newegen, Netherlands; Ciccone) 

July 13 — Stage 8: Macon—Saint-Eti- 
enne, hilly, 124.3 (200) (Thomas De Gen- 
dt, Belgium; Alaphilippe) 

July 14 - Stage 9: Saint-Etienne-Bri- 
oude, hilly, 105.9 (170.5) (Daryl Impey, 
South Africa; Alaphilippe) 

July 15 — Stage 10: Saint-Flour—Albi, 
flat, 135.1 (217.5) (Wout Van Aert, Bel¬ 
gium; Alaphilippe) 

July 16 — Rest: Albi 
July 17 — Stage 11: Albi—Toulouse, 
flat, 103.8 (167) (Caleb Ewan, Australia; 
Alaphilippe) 

July 18 — Stage 12: Toulouse—Bag- 
neres-de-Bigorre, mountain, 130.2 (209.5) 
(Simon Yates, Britain; Alaphilippe) 

July 19 — Stage 13: Pau—Pau, indi¬ 
vidual time trial, 16.9 (27.2) (Alaphilippe; 
Alaphilippe) 

July 20 — Stage 14: Tarbes—Tourmalet 
Bareges, mountain, 73.0 (117.5) (Thibaut 
Pinot, France; Alaphilippe) 

July 21 — Stage 15: Limoux—Foix Prat 
d’Albis, mountain, 115.0 (185) (Simon 


flat, 110.0 (177) 

July 24 - Stage 17: Pont du Gard—Gap, 
hilly, 124.3 (200) 

July 25 — Stage 18: Embrun—Valloire, 
mountain, 129.2 (208) 

July 26 — Stage 19: Saint-Jean-de-Mau- 
rienne—Tignes, mountain, 78.6 (126.5) 
July 27 — Stage 20: Albertville—Val 
Thorens, mountain, 80.8 (130) 

July 28 — Stage 21: Rambouillet—Paris 
Champs-Elysees, flat, 79.5 (128) 

Total - 2,162.6 miles (3480.3 km) 


1,003 $3,158,915 
980 $2,726,948 
956 $2,582,371 
944 $2,276,059 
900 $2,378,657 
896 $2,340,411 
893 $2,362,778 
890 $2,167,824 
864 $2,288,364 
858 $1,977,025 
848 $2,541,909 
837 $2,541,706 
833 $2,129,862 
818 $1,980,922 
814 $2,025,604 
808 $2,045,470 
802 $2,170,382 
789 $1,898,102 
774 $1,861,224 
737 $1,950,259 
735 $1,527,838 
729 $1,650,896 
722 $1,862,223 


AP sportlight 


July 24 

1908 — John Hayes wins the Olympic 
marathon in a record of 2 hours, 55 min¬ 
utes, 18.4 seconds. Italian Dorando Pietri 
is the first athlete to enter the stadium, 
but collapses several times before be¬ 
ing disqualified when officials help him 
across the line. 

1931 — Paavo Nurmi sets the world 
record at 2 miles in a meet at Helsinki, 
Finland, with a time of 8:59.6. 

1960 — Jay Hebert beats Jim Ferrier 
by one stroke to win the PGA golf tour¬ 
nament. 

1967 — Don January wins a playoff by 
two strokes over Don Massengale to win 
the PGA championship. 

1970 — The International Lawn Tennis 
Association institutes the nine-point tie¬ 
breaker rule. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent RHP Dan¬ 
ny Salazar to Columbus (IL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Signed RHP Edwin 
Jackson to a minor league contract. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned RHP 
Rogelio Armenteros to Round Rock 
(PCL). Reinstated INF Aledmys Diaz from 
the 10-day IL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Sent RHP JC 
Ramirez to Inland Empire (Cal) for a re¬ 
hab assignment. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Optioned RHP 
Zack Littell to Rochester (IL). Placed IB 
C.J. Cron on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
July 21. Recalled LHP Lewis Thorpe from 
Rochester. Selected the contract of RHP 
CodvStashak from Rochester. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned LHP 
Stephen Tarpley to Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre (IL). Recalled RHP Jonathan Holder 
from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Placed LHP 
Brett Anderson on paternity leave. Re¬ 
called OF Nick Martini from Las Vegas 
(PCL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned RHP 
Matt Festa to Tacoma (PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Placed RHP Shawn 
Kelley on the 10-day IL. Selected the con¬ 
tract of RHP Rafael Montero from Nash¬ 
ville (PCL). Designated OF Carlos Tocci 
for assignment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed RHP 
Trent Thornton on the 10-day IL, retroac¬ 
tive to July 21. Assigned RHP Nick King- 
ham outright to Buffalo (IL). Reinstated 
LHP Ryan Borucki from the 60-day IL. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Sent OF 
David Peralta to the AZL Diamondbacks 
for a rehab assignment. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Patrick Weigel to Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Recalled RHP Rowan 
Wick from Iowa (PCL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Placed RHP Tyler 
Mahle on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
July 20. Recalled RHP Sal Romano from 
Louisville (IL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Placed RHP 
Brandon Woodruff on the 10-day IL. Re¬ 
called RHP Burch Smith from San Anto¬ 
nio (PCL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Suspended 
RHP Keone Kela two games for an un¬ 
specified violation of his contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Recalled 
RHP Sam Coonrod from Sacramento 
(PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Placed 
IB Ryan Zimmerman on the 10-day IL. 
Optioned RHP Kyle McGowin to Harris¬ 
burg (EL). Selected the contract of RHP 
Michael Blazek from Fresno (PCL). Re¬ 
called OF Andrew Stevenson from Fres¬ 
no. Transferred RHP Justin Miller to the 
60-day IL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Claimed F 
Kostas Antetokounmpo off waivers from 

a SAN ANTONIO SPURS - Named Tim 
Duncan assistant coach. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Named 
Tommy Sheppard general manager. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Seattle DL Jarran 
Reed six games for violating the person¬ 
al conduct policy. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Placed OL T.J. 
Clemmings, DB Ha Ha Clinton-Dix and DL 
Jonathan Harris on the PUP list. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed C Lo 
Falemaka. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed TE Austin 
Traylor. Activated DTs John Atkins and 
P.J. Johnson, DE Austin Bryant and OT 
Ryan Pope from the active/non-football 
injury list and WR Chris Lacy from the 
PUP list. Placed DE Trey Flowers and LB 
Steve Longa on the PUP list. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Placed WR 
Daurice Fountain on the active/non-foot- 
ball injury list and DE Carroll Phillips on 
the PUP list. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Announced 
the retirement of S Zedrick Woods. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Signed CB Tyler 
Patmon. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed LS 
Austin Cutting and G Tiano Pupunatoa. 
Waived RB Roc Thomas. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Signed QB Dan¬ 
iel Jones and LB Oshane Ximenes. 

NEW YORK JETS - Placed S Marcus 
Maye and S Brandon Bryant on the phys¬ 
ically unable to perform list. Placed CB 
Bless Austin on the non-football injury 
list. Signed TE Ryan Griffin. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Placed 
QB Nick Fitzgerald on the active/non¬ 
football injury list and LBs Jack Cichy 
and David Kenney, S Justin Evans and WR 
Xavier Ubosi on the PUP list. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Placed DL Jef¬ 
fery Simmons on the active/non-foot- 
bafl injury and TE Jonnu Smith, DL Jurrell 
Casey and PK Ryan Succop on the PUP 
list. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Agreed to 
terms with D Mirco Mueller on a one- 
year contract. 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS - Agreed to 
terms with F Zach Aston-Reese on a two- 
year contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

CHICAGO FIRE - Traded targeted al¬ 
location money to Columbus for the 
Crew’s position in the waiver order for 
the next waiver claiming period on July 
22, 2019. Selected D Jonathan Bornstein 
off waivers from Maccabi Netanya (Pre¬ 
mier League-lsrael). 

MONTREAL IMPACT - Mutually 
agreed to terminate the contract of M 
Harry Novillo. 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Signed M To¬ 
mas Conechny. 
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Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, July 24,2019 


SWIMMING/SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

China's Sun wins by DQ, 
gets shunned on podium 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Seattle Seahawks defensive tackle Jarran Reed has been suspended 
for six games by the NFL for violating the personal conduct policy. 

Briefly 

Seahawks DL Reed 
suspended six games 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

GWANGJU, South Korea — 
Sun Yang was in the middle of 
controversy at the world swim¬ 
ming championships again. Only 
this time, it wasn’t his doing. 

The Chinese star still got 
shunned on the medals podium 
again. 

Sun won the 200-meter free¬ 
style on Tuesday night after 
Danas Rapsys of Lithuania fin¬ 
ished first and got disqualified for 
a false start. 

Sun touched second, but got el¬ 
evated after Rapsys had already 
celebrated in the pool. 

Sun appeared surprised, clasp¬ 
ing his hands to his face, but 
quickly sat on the lane rope and 
raised both arms in the air as a 
mix of cheers and boos rang out. 

Katsuhiro Matsumoto of Japan 
took silver. Martin Malyutin of 
Russia and Duncan Scott of Brit¬ 
ain tied for bronze. 

On the podium, Scott wanted 
no part of sharing the moment 
with Sun. 

Scott kept his hands clasped 
behind his back and refused 
to shake Sun’s hand, standing 
off on his own while the other 
medalists joined Sun to pose for 
photographers. 

Sun, who served a three-month 
doping ban in 2014, is being al¬ 
lowed by FINA to compete in 
Gwangju ahead of a Court for 
Arbitration in Sport hearing in 
September that threatens Sun’s 
career. 

After Sun won the 400 free, 
silver medalist Mack Horton of 
Australia refused to step on the 



Lee Jin-man/AP 

Lily King of the United 
States poses with her gold 
medal Tuesday after winning 
the women’s 100-meter 
breaststroke at the World 
Swimming Championships in 
Gwangju, South Korea. 

podium or acknowledge Sun dur¬ 
ing the medals ceremony. FINA, 
swimming’s governing body, sent 
warning letters to Swimming 
Australia and Horton for his 
actions. 

“FINA has currently done 
more to reprimand Mack Horton 
than they have done to reprimand 
Sun Yang,” said American Lilly 
King, who won the women’s 100 
breaststroke. 

Sun has been accused of smash¬ 
ing vials of his blood with a ham¬ 
mer during a clash last year with 
testers, and faces a lifetime ban if 
found guilty. 

Sun, the current Olympic 
champion in the 200 free, earned 


his third straight medal in the 
event at worlds and second gold 
in a row. 

He was timed in 1 minute, 44.93 
seconds. 

King and Russia’s Yulia Efimo¬ 
va kept all the drama in the pool 
in the 100 breaststroke. 

They were neck-and-neck down 
the stretch before King got her 
hand on the wall first, touching in 
1:04.93. 

Efimova was second in 1:05.49. 
Martina Carraro of Italy took 
bronze. 

Without three-time defend¬ 
ing champion Katie Ledecky in 
the field, Simona Quadarella of 
Italy won the 1,500 freestyle in 
15:40.89 — well off Ledecky’s 
world record of 15:20.48. 

Earlier Tuesday, the Ameri¬ 
can star withdrew from the final 
because of unspecified ill n ess. 
Ledecky also dropped out of the 
200 freestyle heats. 

Sarah Kohler of Germany 
earned silver and Wang Jianjiahe 
of China took bronze. 

Olympic and defending world 
champion Ryan Murphy was upset 
in the men’s 100 backstroke. 

Xu Jiayu of China won in 52.43 
seconds. 

Evgeny Rylov of Russia took 
silver and Mitch Larkin of Aus¬ 
tralia got bronze. 

Murphy, who was under his own 
world-record pace at the turn, 
faded to fourth. Fellow American 
Matt Grevers was fifth. 

In the women’s 100 back, Kylie 
Masse of Canada won in 58.60. 

Minna Atherton of Australia 
took silver and American Olivia 
Smoliga earned bronze. 


Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Seattle defensive 
lineman Jarran Reed has been 
suspended for six games by the 
NFL for violating the personal 
conduct policy. 

Reed may participate in pre¬ 
season practices and games, but 
will not be available to the Se¬ 
ahawks until Oct. 14. 

The suspension stems from an 
incident in April 2017. He was 
being investigated for assaulting 
a woman, who then filed an as¬ 
sault complaint. But Reed was not 
charged. 

Reed comes off a solid 2018 
season and was expected to be 
the leader of the defensive line 
after Seattle traded Frank Clark 
to Kansas City. Reed, 26, had 
10 1-2 sacks and 50 tackles last 
season. 

He was a second-round draft 
pick from Alabama in 2016. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Atlanta Falcons and for¬ 
mer Kansas City Chiefs defensive 
end Allen Bailey agreed to a two- 
year, $10.5 million contract. 

The 30-year-old Bailey had 
a career-high six sacks for the 
Chiefs in 2018. 

Ewan wins Stage 16 
in suffocating heat 

NIMES, France — Caleb Ewan 
beat his sprinting rivals in suffo¬ 
cating heat to win Stage 16 of the 
Tour de France on Tuesday, with 
Frenchman Julian Alaphilippe 
keeping the race leader’s yellow 
jersey. 

With temperatures soaring 
as high as 104 Fahrenheit, Ala¬ 
philippe and his main rivals did 
not attack each other over the 
177-kilometer mainly flat stage in 
the Nimes rural hinterland. 

Defending champion Geraint 
Thomas crashed about 40 ki¬ 
lometers after the race started 
from the Roman city but escaped 
largely unscathed, with a few 
scratches on his left elbow. 

Ewan, a Tour debutant, edged 
Elia Viviani and Dylan Groe- 
newegen to post his second stage 
win following his maiden suc¬ 


cess in Toulouse last week. After 
a group of five breakaway riders 
was caught two kilometers from 
the finish, Viviani was set up by 
his teammates and launched the 
sprint about 200 meters from the 
line but could not resist Ewan’s 
comeback. 

Boxer Dadashev dies 
from brain injury in ring 

MOSCOW — Boxer Maxim Da¬ 
dashev has died after suffering a 
brain injury in a fight in Mary¬ 
land. He was 28. 

The Russian Boxing Federation 
says Dadashev died “as a result 
of the injuries he sustained” in 
Friday’s light-welterweight fight 
with Subriel Matias at the The¬ 
ater at MGM National Harbor in 
Oxon Hill, Md. 

Dadashev was hospitalized 
shortly after the fight, which was 
stopped by his corner following 
the 11th round after Dadashev 
took numerous shots to the head. 

Footage from the fight shows 
Dadashev shaking his head as 
his trainer, Buddy McGirt, pleads 
with him to stop the fight, telling 
him: “You’re getting hit too much, 
Max. Please, Max, please let me 
do this.” 

Both fighters were 13-0 before 
the fight, which offered the win¬ 
ner the right to challenge IBF 
title-holder Josh Taylor. 

Wolff to be Austin FC's 
first head coach 

AUSTIN, Texas — Former 
U.S. men’s national team player 
and current assistant coach Josh 
Wolff will be the first head coach 
of Austin FC, the new Major 
League Soccer franchise that is 
scheduled to begin play in 2021. 

Wolff’s appointment was an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. Austin FC will 
be MLS’s 27th franchise when it 
takes the field. The league opted 
to expand rather than move the 
Columbus Crew, one of MLS’s 
bedrock franchises, from Ohio to 
Texas after a determined effort 
by Crew fans to keep their team. 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


China’s Sun Yang, center, gestures to Britain’s bronze medalists Duncan Scott, left, following the medal 
ceremony in the men’s 200-meter freestyle final. Scott refused to stand on the podium with Sun, who is 
being allowed to compete ahead of a Court for Arbitration in Sport hearing that could end his career. 
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Sizzling: Patriots lost key cog when Gronkowski retired 



Elise Amendola/AP 


Don’t expect to see much of Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, above, until opening day. Don’t expect to 
see any of his buddy and standout tight end, Rob Gronkowski, who retired at the end of last season. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Some things to keep an eye on 
until the Packers and Bears kick 
off on Sept. 5 to open the league’s 
100th season. 

Brady, yes; Gronk, no 

We’re not likely to see much of 
Patriots quarterback Tom Brady 
until opening day. We won’t 
see any of his buddy and stand¬ 
out tight end, Rob Gronkowski, 
whose battered body caused him 
to retire. 

It’s a big blow for the soon-to- 
be 42-year-old Brady, who some¬ 
how manages to overcome such 
obstacles. 

“Yeah, it’s the first time in 
a long time and he was such a 
great player for our team,” Brady 
says of Gronk. “I think like any 
season, things are different and 
we’re going to have to adjust dif¬ 
ferently and teams are going to 
play us differently without him. 
We’ve seen it even when he’s been 
on the team. 

“That’s got to be a position of 
strength even if it’s not one player 
but multiple players doing dif¬ 
ferent roles. There were times in 
my career before that where we 
had similar approaches. No one’s 
going to make any excuses for our 
offense. We’re going to do every¬ 
thing we can to be the best we can 
be, score every time we touch the 
ball, and the tight end position’s a 
big part of our offense and those 
guys are going to have to do a 
great job for us.” 

Those guys include veteran 
Ben Watson, who also was ready 
for retirement before opting to 
come back to New England. But 
Gronk’s absence is the most criti¬ 
cal difference for last season’s 
champions. 

Coaching carousel 

When the spinning stopped, 
new head coaches landed in 
Tampa, Miami, Green Bay, Cin¬ 
cinnati, Cleveland, Arizona, Den¬ 
ver and New Jersey. 

Bruce Arians, Buccaneers: 
One of two hires with previous 
head coaching experience (Adam 
Gase is the other), Arians is 
charged with developing the tal¬ 
ent and instilling maturity in Ja- 
meis Winston. The quarterback 
never has lived up to his top over¬ 
all draft pick status, but if anyone 


can push Winston toward elite 
status, it is QB whisperer Arians. 

Brian Flores, Dolphins: For a 

while, it looked as if Miami was 
ready to tank this season as it re¬ 
organizes from top to bottom. But 
this is not the worst roster in the 
league. Still, Flores has to prove a 
Belichick protege can succeed as 
a head coach. 

Matt LaFleur, Packers: Aaron 
Rodgers isn’t the easiest super- 
star passer to work with, so keep 
an eye on the transition in Cheese- 
head Land. The offense should be 
pretty good if A-Rod is healthy, so 
the biggest chore is upgrading a 
previously unreliable defense. 

Zac Taylor, Bengals: Good luck, 
Zac. The Bengals have the weak¬ 
est talent group in the AFC North, 
with even their stars such as A. J. 
Green and Geno Atkins carrying 
big question marks. Of course, if 
Taylor ever wins one postseason 
game, he will have outdone Mar¬ 
vin Lewis. 

Freddie Kitchens, Browns: 


The idea here is that Kitchens, 
QB Baker Mayfield and wide 
receiver Odell Beckham Jr. will 
blend their skills and personali¬ 
ties to create a dynamic offense. 
And, yes, a winner on the shores 
of Lake Erie. Of all the new 
hires, Kitchens might be under 
the most pressure considering 
the ramped-up expectations in 
Cleveland — and the potential for 
major disruptions. 

Kliff Kingsbury, Cardinals: 
Perhaps the strangest hire of this 
group because Kingsbury had a 
mediocre record at Texas Tech 
and was fired. But he specializes 
in the kind of offense top draftee 
Kyler Murray favors, and he is in¬ 
novative. Kingsbury also is stuck 
with a weak roster. 

Vic Fangio, Broncos: A career 
assistant who has built strong de¬ 
fenses for years — including in 
Chicago last season — Fangio is 
the latest sideline boss hired by 
John Elway. He has some studs 
on D with Von Miller, Chris Har¬ 


ris Jr. and Bradley Chubb, so im¬ 
provement is possible. Can the 
offense, with Joe Flacco behind 
center, do the same? 

Adam Gase, Jets: Develop¬ 
ing Sam Darnold into the fran¬ 
chise QB the Jets believe he will 
become is Gase’s responsibility. 
While there’s been substantial 
turmoil in New York’s front office, 
the roster has been upgraded with 
the likes of RB Le’Veon Bell and 
LB C.J. Mosley. That gives Gase 
a chance to do what predecessor 
Todd Bowles could not: make the 
playoffs. 

Who are those guys? 

New addresses for veterans 
now with the Jets, Browns, Raid¬ 
ers, Broncos and Jaguars on of¬ 
fense could have huge impacts. 
Defensively, the Cowboys, Chiefs, 
Cardinals, Rams and Redskins 
made major moves. 

Le’Veon Bell, Jets: Bell will 
get plenty of work as a runner 


and receiver, and is critical to 
turning Darnold into a dangerous 
quarterback — and the Jets into a 
contender. 

Odell Beckham Jr., Browns: If 

the histrionics and selfish attitude 
disappear, Beckham could link 
with Mayfield for the best pass- 
catch combination in football. 

Antonio Brown, Raiders: If the 
histrionics and selfish attitude 
disappear, Brown might make 
Jon Gruden and Mike Mayock 
look very wise with this trade. 

Joe Flacco, Broncos: Flacco 
got hurt and lost his job to Lamar 
Jackson last year; he would have 
lost it eventually, anyway. So 
Flacco gets a fresh start in the 
Rockies, but his receiving group 
is very questionable. 

Nick Foies, Jaguars: The most 
intriguing move of the offseason. 
Foies was perfect for Philadel¬ 
phia’s offense, and the Jaguars 
want to be more of a running 
team. There is something spe¬ 
cial about Foies, though, so don’t 
doubt him. 

Earl Thomas, Ravens: Jerry 
Jones coveted this premier safety 
for years and didn’t get him for 
the Cowboys. Baltimore gets a 
somewhat battered player who 
should become a leader in the 
secondary and locker room, and 
will never give less than his all. 

Frank Clark and Tyrann Ma- 
thieu, Chiefs: Had the Chiefs 
boasted any sort of defense in 
T8, they probably would be NFL 
champions. Now, they can boast a 
little bit, with Clark supplying a 
pass rush and Mathieu playmak¬ 
ing everywhere. 

Terrell Suggs, Cardinals: This 
is likely Suggs’ last stop in a 
Hall of Fame-caliber career. He 
might get a lot of sacks, but the 
end game is the Cardinals won’t 
contend even if he does dominate 
blockers. 

Eric Weddle, Rams: Savvy and 
versatile, though a bit beyond his 
prime, Weddle joins an already 
stout defense that lost an im¬ 
portant cog in safety Lamarcus 
Joyner. 

Landon Collins, Redskins: It 

was bad enough the Giants al¬ 
lowed their best defender to leave 
in free agency. Then he goes to a 
division rival, where he immedi¬ 
ately is a huge upgrade. Collins 
should be very active in Washing¬ 
ton — especially when the Giants 
are the opponent. 
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NFC training camp 
team capsules 

DALLAS COWBOYS (11-7) 

OPEN CAMP: July 27, Oxnard, Calif. 

LAST YEAR: Made playoffs for second time in 
three seasons with QB Dak Prescott and RB Ezekiel 
Elliott. Dynamic young pair got big boost from mid¬ 
season trade for WR Amari Cooper. Dallas went 7-1 
in second half to surge to NFC East title, won wild¬ 
card game against Seattle, lost to LA Rams in divi¬ 
sional round. Defense found two emerging star LBs 
in Jaylon Smith and Leighton Vander Esch to go with 
pass-rushing standout DeMarcus Lawrence, who 
just signed big contract. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: TE Jason Witten, WR 
Randall Cobb, DT Trysten Hill, S George lloka, OL 
Connor McGovern, RB Tony Pollard. IMPORTANT 
LOSSES: WR Cole Beasley, TE Geoff Swaim, DL David 
Irving, LB Damien Wilson. 

CAMP NEEDS: Pecking order behind two-time 
NFL rushing champ Elliott will be priority. Most in¬ 
triguing option is speedy fourth-round pick Pollard. 
Travis Frederick returns after missing last season 
with nerve disorder, so tracking four-time Pro Bowl 
center’s progress during camp will be important. 
Cowboys didn’t do much in offseason to change 
outlook at safety, so perceived weak link in defense 
will be under scrutiny. 

EXPECTATIONS: Super Bowl or bust? Proud fran¬ 
chise hasn’t been since winning fifth championship 
nearly 25 years ago, and owner Jerry Jones badly 
wants to get back. Coach Jason Garrett enters fi¬ 
nal year of contract signed after 2014 season, when 
Dallas won just second playoff game since Super 
Bowl title following 1995 season. Garrett might need 
to lead Cowboys to first NFC championship game 
since then to survive, and even that might not be 
enough. 

NEW YORK GIANTS (5-11) 

OPEN CAMP: July 24, East Rutherford, N.J. 

LAST YEAR: Coach Pat Shurmur never had chance 
to succeed in his first year despite spectacular Of¬ 
fensive Rookie of Year season from RB Saquon Bar¬ 
kley. O-line was sieve and defense could not get off 
field. There were no big plays in crunch time. Spe¬ 
cial teams were pleasant surprise, though, with PK 
Aldrick Rosas making Pro Bowl in second season. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: G Kevin Zeitler, T Mike 
Remmers, WR Golden Tate, Ss Jabrill Peppers and 
Antoine Bethea, LB Markus Golden; three first-round 
draft picks — QB Daniel Jones, CB DeAndre Baker, 
DT Dexter Lawrence. IMPORTANT LOSSES: WR Odell 
Beckham Jr., Ss Landon Collins and Curtis Riley, LB 
Olivier Vernon, DL Kerry Wynn, CB B.W. Webb. 

CAMP NEEDS: Lines are key. The O-Line is expect¬ 
ed to have new right side with Zeitler and Remmers. 
It needs to protect Eli Manning after giving up 47 
sacks last season, and open more holes for Barkley. 
D-line needs to put pressure on opposing quarter¬ 
backs; Lawrence and Golden should help. Second¬ 
ary has to mesh quickly with Bethea and Peppers at 
safeties and Baker expected to be shutdown corner- 
back with Janoris Jenkins. 

EXPECTATIONS: Giants have made playoffs once 
(2016) since winning Super Bowl in February 2012. 
If lines do their job and Barkley has another big 
year, they have outside chance. With Beckham in 
Cleveland, some receiver must step up and provide 
big plays. This is Year 2 of general manager Dave 
Gettleman’s remake. Manning, in final year of con¬ 
tract, gets another chance to run show. More mobile 
Jones is waiting to start new era. Defense is team’s 
weak link. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS (7-9) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Richmond, Va. 

LAST YEAR: Almost everything went right for 
Redskins on way to 6-3 record. Then injuries de¬ 
railed their season. Alex Smith broke his right leg 
in gruesome fashion, leading to steady decline in 
QB play as attrition battered rest of roster. Defense 
that was ranked first in NFL early struggled to stop 
anyone. Losing six of final seven games didn’t cost 
coach Jay Gruden his job, but put pressure on for 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: QBs Dwayne Haskins 
and Case Keenum, S Landon Collins, LB Montez 
Sweat, WR Terry McLaurin, OL Ereck Flowers, CB 
Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie, inside linebackers 
coach Rob Ryan. IMPORTANT LOSSES: WR Jamison 
Crowder, OT Ty Nsekhe, LBs Zach Brown and Preston 
Smith, S Ha Ha Clinton-Dix. 

CAMP NEEDS: Get healthy and figure out who 
starts at QB. Redskins were so banged up on of¬ 
fensive line during offseason workouts that they 
prioritized 7-on-7 drills. LT Trent Williams’ uncertain 
status over contract hangs over camp. But primary 
focus will be on competition between Haskins, Kee¬ 
num and Colt McCoy for Week 1 starter. 

EXPECTATIONS: Redskins have been between 7- 
9 and 9-7 in Gruden’s past four seasons. Anything 
from 6-10 to 10-6 is possible, given questions at QB 
and uncertainty elsewhere. Playoff appearance 
would be Washington’s first since 2015, but perhaps 
this is learning year for Haskins as rookie with big 
expectations of becoming eventual face of fran¬ 
chise. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES (10-8) 

OPEN CAMP: July 24, Philadelphia. 

LAST YEAR: Defending Super Bowl champions 
lost three-fourths of starting secondary, top two 
running backs and quarterback Carson Wentz to in¬ 
juries, but led by Nick Foies earned wild-card berth 
and won playoff game in Chicago before barely fall¬ 
ing short in New Orleans. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: WR DeSean Jackson 
and J.J. Arcega-Whiteside, RBs Jordan Howard and 
Miles Sanders, DT Malik Jackson, LB Zach Brown, Ss 
Andrew Sendejo and Blake Countess, T Andre Dil¬ 
lard, QB Cody Kessler. IMPORTANT LOSSES: QB Nick 
Foies, DEs Chris Long and Michael Bennett, LB Jor¬ 
dan Hicks, RB Jay Ajayi, WRs Golden Tate and Jordan 
Matthews, S Corey Graham. 

CAMP NEEDS: Eagles need Wentz to prove he 
can stay healthy after finishing last two seasons 
on sideline while Foies led playoff runs. With Foies 
gone, unproven Nate Sudfeld opens camp as back¬ 
up with veteran Kessler as insurance. 

EXPECTATIONS: It’s Super Bowl or bust for Eagles 
after winning it all for first time two years ago. If 
Wentz stays healthy, he has talent around to make 
offense dynamic. Defense has questions at line¬ 
backer but plenty of depth to be strong. 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS (8-7-1) 

OPEN CAMP: July 26, Eagan, Minn. 

LAST YEAR: Stumbled underneath weight of Su¬ 
per Bowl goal they carried with expensive new QB 
Kirk Cousins into 2018, following trip to NFC cham¬ 
pionship game previous year. Won just one of seven 
games against teams that made playoffs, including 
home loss in finale to rival Bears to miss postseason 
for third time in five years under coach Mike Zim¬ 
mer. Fell from 10th in NFL in scoring to 19th, with 
kicking trouble partly to blame. Rookie Daniel Carl¬ 
son was dumped after three missed field goals cost 
team victory over Packers in tie on road in Week 2, 
with Dan Bailey now on duty. Offensive line failed 
to help running game get going and keep Cousins 


Important ADDITIONS: C Garrett Bradbury, RG 
Josh Kline, DT Shamar Stephen, TE Irv Smith Jr., RB 
Alexander Mattison, WR Jordan Taylor, assistant 
head coach/offensive adviser Gary Kubiak. IMPOR¬ 
TANT LOSSES: DTs Sheldon Richardson and Tom 
Johnson, RB Latavius Murray, RG Mike Remmers, 
PR Marcus Sherels, SS Andrew Sendejo, WR Aldrick 
Robinson. 

CAMP NEEDS: Establish continuity and confi¬ 
dence up front, with rookie Bradbury anchoring 
line and Pat Elflein shifting from C to LG. Identify 
reliable No. 3 WR behind Adam Thielen and Stefon 
Diggs, with under-radar, free-agent signing Taylor 
emerging in pack that includes so-far-failed 2016 
first-round draft pick Laquon Treadwell. Decide on 
third-rounder Mattison or returnee Ameer Abdullah 
as reliable backfield complement to RB Dalvin Cook 
in light of Murray’s departure. 

EXPECTATIONS: Though Zimmer recently had 
contract option exercised to be on books through 
2020, failure to return to playoffs, or perhaps even 
advance in postseason, could mean end of 63-year- 
old’s run in Minnesota. Cousins enters critical sec¬ 
ond season of fully guaranteed $84 million contract, 
determined to better slightly less than-.500 career 
record. Committing new money to stalwarts LB An¬ 
thony Barr, Thielen and TE Kyle Rudolph, on top of 
megadeals doled out in 2018 to Cousins, Diggs, DE 
Danielle Hunter and LB Eric Kendricks, has further 
cemented aggressive approach to securing fran¬ 
chise’s elusive first championship. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS (6-9-1) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Green Bay, Wis. 

LAST YEAR: Packers’ 2018 campaign was defined 
by friction between star quarterback and embattled 
coach. Mike McCarthy was fired after loss to lowly 
Arizona dropped Green Bay to 4-7-1. Packers split 
final four games and finished with worst record in 
more than decade. Aaron Rodgers threw only two 
interceptions and compiled second-most passing 
yards in 11 years as starter. But his 25 touchdown 
passes were fewest of career when he’s played all 
16 games. That total was due in part to WR Randall 
Cobb, now with Dallas, being sidelined for large 
part of season with hamstring injury. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: Coach Matt LaFleur, 
offensive coordinator Nathaniel Hackett, quarter¬ 
backs coach Luke Getsy, offensive line coach Adam 
Stenavich, OL Billy Turner, OLBs Za’Darius Smith, 
Preston Smith and Rashan Gary, Ss Adrian Amos 
and Darnell Savage, CB Ka’dar Holloman, RB Dexter 
Williams. IMPORTANT LOSSES: McCarthy, Cobb, OLB 
Clay Matthews, FB John Kuhn, LB Nick Perry. 

CAMP NEEDS: Packers need ambitious LaFleur 
and headstrong Rodgers to build bond within LaF- 
leur’s offense. Green Bay also needs Gary to show 
why he was 12th overall pick and develop into force 
to form premium pass-rush personnel package with 
Za’Darius Smith and Preston Smith. 

EXPECTATIONS: As long as Rodgers is healthy 
and under center, expectations for Green Bay will 
be high. But height of those expectations for this 
season depends on how well Rodgers and LaFleur 
jell. Packers have missed playoffs in each of last two 
seasons. 

CHICAGO BEARS (12-5) 

OPEN CAMP: July 26, Bourbonnais, III. 

LAST YEAR: In his first year, coach Matt Nagy 
took Bears to playoffs for first time since 2010 with 
NFC North title. Linebacker Khalil Mack, safety Ed¬ 
die Jackson and lineman Akiem Hicks led NFL’s 
top-scoring defense. Nagy’s creative play calling 
contributed, but offense ranked only 21st. Quarter¬ 
back Mitchell Trubisky improved drastically over 
his rookie year, but was inconsistent. Ground attack 
was also spotty, leading to trade of RB Jordan How¬ 
ard. Season ended on Cody Parkey’s double-doink 
field goal miss vs. Eagles, and Parkey was cut. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: S Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, DB 
Buster Skrine, WR/KR Cordarrelle Patterson, RB 
David Montgomery, RB Mike Davis, K Eddie Pineiro, 
defensive coordinator Chuck Pagano. IMPORTANT 
LOSSES: S Adrian Amos, DB Bryce Callahan, RB How¬ 
ard, WR Josh Bellamy, K Parkey, defensive coordina¬ 
tor Vic Fangio. 

CAMP NEEDS: Trubisky has to make fewer risky 
throws and expand knowledge of Nagy's offense. 
Either Montgomery or Davis must win starting run¬ 
ning back job because Tarik Cohen is Mr. Excite¬ 
ment, but not every-down runner. Pagano’s scheme 
changes need to take hold. 

EXPECTATIONS: Chicago is going for first back- 
to-back playoff berths since 2005-06, and Nagy’s 
high-energy approach has Bears moving in right 
direction. Mack had 12/2 sacks and should benefit 
from training camp after missing it last year while 
holding out before being traded by Raiders. Bears 
led NFL at forcing turnovers, but duplicating that 
will be tough. So, they may need more production 
from wide receiver Allen Robinson, who was coming 
off anterior cruciate ligament tear. 

DETROIT LIONS (6-10) 

OPEN CAMP: July 24, Allen Park, Mich. 

LAST YEAR: First-year coach Matt Patricia lost 
seven of last 10 games, saddling franchise with dou¬ 
ble digits in losses for first time since 2012. Rookie 
running back Kerryon Johnson provided desperate¬ 
ly needed production, but he and WR Marvin Jones 
had season-ending knee injuries to hurt offense. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: DE Trey Flowers, WRs 
Jermaine Kearse and Danny Amendola, TEs T.J. 
Hockenson and Jesse James, RB C.J. Anderson, OL 
Oday Aboushi, S Andrew Adams, CBs Marcus Coo¬ 
per, Justin Coleman and Rashaan Melvin. IMPOR¬ 
TANT LOSSES: S Glover Quin, DE Ezekiel Ansah, DT 
Ricky Jean Francois, OG T.J. Lang, CB Nevin Lawson, 
RB LeGarrette Blount, TEs Michael Roberts, Levine 
Toilolo and Luke Willson, WRs TJ Jones and Bruce 
Ellington, LB Trevor Bates. 

CAMP NEEDS: QB Matthew Stafford must learn 
new system led by first-year offensive coordinator 
Darrell Bevell. Run game needs to take another step 
after improving to 23rd in league following a string 
of finishing at or near bottom of NFL in rushing. Pa¬ 
tricia’s challenge in second camp includes helping 
defense, which ranked 31st in takeaways, figure out 
how to generate more turnovers. 

EXPECTATIONS: Finishing at or around .500 seems 
realistic and postseason appearance would register 
as surprise outside organization. 
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ATLANTA FALCONS (7-9) 

OPEN CAMP: July 22, Flowery Branch, Ga. 

LAST YEAR: Atlanta closed season with three 
straight wins that came far too late to save lost sea¬ 
son. Coach Dan Quinn didn’t use crushing wave of 
injuries as excuse for disappointing season. Atlanta 
lost its starting safeties and guards, running back 
Devonta Freeman and linebacker Deion Jones to in¬ 
juries. After firing all three coordinators, Quinn is 
facing pressure to take Falcons back to playoffs. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: OGs James Carpen¬ 
ter and Jamon Brown, DEs Chris Odom and Adrian 
Clayborn, Ss J.J. Wilcox, Chris Cooper, and Afolabi 
Laguda, DT Tyeler Davison, OT John Wetzel, RB Tony 
Brooks-James, offensive coordinator Dirk Koetter, 
tight ends coach Mike Mularkey. IMPORTANT LOSS¬ 
ES: RB Tevin Coleman, CB Robert Alford, OT Ryan 
Schraeder, PK Matt Bryant, DE Brooks Reed and Der¬ 
rick Shelby, OGs Brandon Fusco and Andy Levitre, 
offensive coordinator Steve Sarkasian, defensive 
coordinator Marquand Manuel. 

CAMP NEEDS: Safeties Ricardo Allen (torn Achil¬ 
les tendon) and Keanu Neal (knee), RB Freeman 
(groin) and LB Jones (foot) need to show they have 
recovered from 2018 injuries. Rookies Chris Lind- 
strom and Kaleb McGary will have every opportuni¬ 
ty to form new right side of offensive line and prove 
they deserved to be first-round picks. 

EXPECTATIONS: Freeman’s health is crucial to 
hopes for big season. Offense that includes receiv¬ 
ers Jones, Mohamed Sanu and Calvin Ridley could 
be tough to stop. Quarterback Matt Ryan’s 2018 
numbers were very close to his 2016 MVP excellence, 
despite 42 sacks, second-highest total of his career. 
Ryan is 34, and if major offseason commitment to 
improving offensive line doesn’t pay off, window to 
take advantage of his skills could soon close. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS (7-9) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Spartanburg, S.C. 

LAST YEAR: After 6-2 start, Carolina’s season 
quickly spiraled out of control after 52-21 loss at 
Pittsburgh in nationally televised Thursday night 
game. It was start of seven-game slide that coincid¬ 
ed with QB Cam Newton’s right shoulder problems. 
2015 league MVP could barely throw ball more than 
20 yards downfield by end of season, and was held 
out of final two games before undergoing surgery. 
Offense became rather predictable down stretch 
with Newton unable to stretch field. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: DT Gerald McCoy, C Matt 
Paradis, DE Bruce Irvin, OLB Brian Burns, OT Greg 
Little, QB Will Grier, WRs Aldrick Robinson and Chris 
Hogan. IMPORTANT LOSSES: DEs Julius Peppers and 
Wes Horton, C Ryan Kalil, LBs Thomas Davis and Ben 
Jacobs, WR Devin Funchess, CB Captain Munnerlyn, 
S Mike Adams, OL Amini Silatolu, LTs Chris Clark and 
LT Matt Kalil. 

CAMP NEEDS: Carolina needs to find cohesive¬ 
ness on offensive line with rookie LT Greg Little ex¬ 
pected to protect Newton’s blindside and veteran 
free agent C Paradis replacing retired Kalil. Carolina 
will look to first-round draft pick OLB Burns and 
veteran free agent DT McCoy to help develop pass 
rush. Carolina also needs to find reliable safety to 
pair with Eric Reid. 

EXPECTATIONS: Panthers parted with number of 
long-time veterans, but still have plenty experience 
and lots of speedy, young talent led by RB Christian 
McCaffrey, one of game’s top offensive weapons. 
Newton has two big-time play makers in WRs D.J. 
Moore and Curtis Samuel. Aside from Newton’s arm 
strength, biggest question marks are on defense. 
Coach Ron Rivera will resume play-calling duties on 
defense, and plans to work in some 3-4 looks. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS (14-4) 

OPEN CAMP: July 26, Metairie, La. 

LAST YEAR: 13th season with QB Drew Brees run¬ 
ning coach Sean Payton’s offense produced one of 
best in franchise history, albeit with bitter ending 
that spurred offseason rules changes. Saints’ 13-3 
regular-season record tied for franchise best with 
2009 and 2011. Saints also came painstakingly close 
to second Super Bowl, only to have effort to put NFC 
title game away hampered by officials’ non-call on 
pass interference or helmet-to-helmet contact. Los 
Angeles Rams won in overtime. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: TE Jared Cook, RB Lata¬ 
vius Murray, OLs Erik McCoy and Nick Easton, DE 
Mario Edwards, S Chauncey Gardner-Johnson. IM¬ 
PORTANT LOSSES: C Max Unger, RB Mark Ingram, NT 
Tyeler Davison, DE Alex Okafor, TE Ben Watson. 

CAMP NEEDS: Saints need to determine if top 
pick McCoy is ready to take over at center for Un¬ 
ger, or whether newly added veteran Easton is bet¬ 
ter option. Cook’s arrival adds new facet to passing 
game that Saints will look to refine during camp. 
Saints also want progress from receivers other than 
Michael Thomas and Ted Ginn, seeking more con¬ 
sistency from second-year deep threat Tre’Quan 
Smith. 

EXPECTATIONS: Saints return hungry as ever 
from last season’s heartbreaking ending. With most 
key players back and some key additions, New Or¬ 
leans opens as one of NFC’s top contenders. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS (5-11) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Tampa, Fla. 

LAST YEAR: Started 2-0 without Jameis Win¬ 
ston, who was serving suspension for violating 
NFL’s personal conduct policy, but won just three 
of nine games young quarterback started rest of 
way to miss playoffs for 11th consecutive season. 
Led league in passing offense, but had one of NFL’s 
worst rushing attacks and finished 12th in scoring. 
Worse, leaky defense had problems stopping run 
and pass while allowing 29 points per game, second 
most in league. Defensive coordinator Mike Smith 
was fired during season and coach Dirk Koetter was 
booted at its conclusion. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: LB Devin White and 
Shaquil Barrett, DL Ndamukong Suh, LB/S Deone 
Bucannon, P Bradley Pinion, WR Breshad Perriman, 
CBs Sean Murphy-Bunting and Jamel Dean, S Mike 
Edwards, RB Andre Ellington, OL Earl Watford, K 
Matt Gay. IMPORTANT LOSSES: DT Gerald McCoy, 
LB Kwan Alexander, WRs DeSean Jackson and Adam 
Humphries, QB Ryan Fitzpatrick, DE Vinny Curry, CB 
Brent Grimes, RB Jacquizz Rodgers, P Bryan Anger. 

CAMP NEEDS: Winston enters final year of con¬ 
tract he signed as No. 1 overall pick in 2015 draft. 
He’s playing for his third head coach with Bruce 
Arians replacing Koetter. With salary of nearly $21 
million, there’s pressure on Winston to prove he’s 
long-term answer at quarterback. He not only has 
to acclimate to new system in camp, but play well 
and win. Meanwhile, new defensive coordinator 
Todd Bowles has installed 3-4 scheme, and there’s 
emphasis on getting White, Murphy-Bunting, Dean 
and Edwards ready to contribute as rookies. 

EXPECTATIONS: Tampa Bay hasn’t made play¬ 
offs since 2007, second-longest drought in league. 
Arians, who retired after leading Arizona Cardinals 
from 2013-17, is fifth coach since Jon Gruden was 
fired in January 2009 to take crack at making Bucs 
relevant again. Hope is Arians’ proven track record 
as QB guru will help Winston realize potential while 
also lifting team out of NFC South cellar. 


ARIZONA CARDINALS (3-13) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Tempe, Ariz. 

LAST YEAR: Cardinals had one of worst seasons 
in franchise history under first year coach Steve 
Wilks. Arizona struggled with injuries and was 
among NFL’s worst teams both offensively and de¬ 
fensively. Free agent QB Sam Bradford was released 
before season was half over and Josh Rosen had 
an up-and-down rookie season. Wilks became first 
Cardinals head coach fired after one season since 
1952 and Cardinals ended up with No. 1 overall pick 
in draft. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: QB Kyler Murray, DE Ter¬ 
rell Suggs, CBs Robert Alford, Tramaine Brock and 
Byron Murphy, WR Andy Isabella, TE Maxx Williams, 
LB Brooks Reed. IMPORTANT LOSSES: Ss Antoine 
Bethea and Deone Bucannon, LBs Markus Golden 
and Benson Mayowa, QB Rosen, OG Mike lupati. 

CAMP NEEDS: Cardinals enter first season un¬ 
der coach Kliff Kingsbury and camp will give them 
chance to see how well they’re grasping his quick- 
hitting, high-scoring offense. Arizona used No. 1 
overall pick on Oklahoma QB Murray despite using 
No. 10 pick on Rosen year before. He will get first 
real test outside of minicamps. 

EXPECTATIONS: Cardinals are looking at rebuild¬ 
ing year with new coach and rookie quarterback, 
along with plenty of other new pieces. If they can 
get handle on Kingsbury’s offense and Murray lives 
up to expectations, they could see slight improve¬ 
ment over last year. That season was so bad, not 
many other places they can go but up. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS (15-4) 

OPEN CAMP: July 27, Irvine, Calif. 

LAST YEAR: Reached first Super Bowl in 17 years 
to cap incredible two-year transformation under 
coach Sean McVay. Though lifeless offensive per¬ 
formance in that loss to New England still stings, 
everything else about season was breakthrough 
that put Rams in driver’s seat to win LA’s affec¬ 
tion over rival Chargers. Won second straight NFC 
West title and went 6-0 against division foes while 
going 7-1 at Coliseum. Finished second in NFL with 
527 points and more strong play from QB Jared Goff, 
at least until late in season. Defense was stout be¬ 
hind Aaron Donald, who finally got big contract and 
promptly won second straight Defensive Player of 
Year award. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: S Eric Weddle, LB Clay 
Matthews, QB Blake Bortles, S Taylor Rapp, DT Greg 
Gaines. IMPORTANT LOSSES: DT Ndamukong Suh, 
C John Sullivan, OG Rodger Saffold, S Lamarcus 
Joyner, LB Mark Barron, RB C.J. Anderson, QB Sean 
Mannion. 

CAMP NEEDS: Rams allowed several veterans to 
get away in offseason, and they left holes in starting 
lineup. Weddle should fit seamlessly into Joyner's 
spot at safety, even if veteran is one year older than 
McVay. Defensive coordinator Wade Phillips will be 
eager to find ways to use Matthews in former USC 
star’s return to Coliseum. Second-year pros Joseph 
Noteboom and Brian Allen must show they can play 
immediately. Rookie lineman Gaines could be new 
nose tackle in place of Suh, but must prove he’s 
ready for challenge. Rams also will keep eye on RB 
Toda Gurley, whose balky knee gets more attention 
than many Hollywood stars these days. 

EXPECTATIONS: Contention for second straight 
Super Bowl trip, which would be unprecedented 
in franchise history. While Rams lost some talent, 
most major components are returning for McVay, 
who was personally stung by offense’s ineptitude 
in Super Bowl. Goff still has plenty to prove in fourth 
pro season while angling for next contract, and he’ll 
have dependable receiver Cooper Kupp back from 
injury. Seems silly to describe conference champi¬ 
ons as needing bounce-back season, but Rams are 
eager to prove they can finish strong this winter. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4-12) 

OPEN CAMP: July 27, Santa Clara, Calif. 

LAST YEAR: Season went awry early with QB Jimmy 
Garoppolo and RB Jerick McKinnon going down with 
season-ending knee injuries in September. That led to 
1-7 start before Nick Mullens took over at QB and sal¬ 
vaged three wins in second half. Defense set records 
for futility with two INTs, seven takeaways, while of¬ 
fense had 31 turnovers. One bright spot was emer¬ 
gence of second-year TE George Kittle, who set re¬ 
cord for most receiving yards in season at position. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: DEs Dee Ford and DE 
Nick Bosa, LB Kwon Alexander, RB Tevin Coleman, 
WRs Deebo Samuel and Jordan Matthews, CB Jason 
Verrett. IMPORTANT LOSSES: WR Pierre Garcon, P 
Bradley Pinion, DE Cassius Marsh. 

CAMP NEEDS: Garoppolo and McKinnon were 
supposed to be centerpieces of offense last season 
before injuries, so making sure they are healthy 
and ready for opener will be key in camp. Other big 
question on offense will be figuring out top receiv¬ 
ers for unit that lacked playmakers one year ago. 
Dante Pettis showed flashes as rookie in 2018 and 
has inside track at one job. Samuel being counted 
on in slot, with other wideout position open compe¬ 
tition with speedster Marquise Goodwin, Kendrick 
Bourne, Matthews all in mix. 

EXPECTATIONS: After 10 wins in first two seasons 
under coach Kyle Shanahan, pressure’s on 49ers to 
become contender in Year 3. Healthy season from 
Garoppolo, McKinnon should provide boost to of¬ 
fense. Defensive line should be strongest unit on 
team with Ford, Bosa joining former first-round 
picks DeForest Buckner, Arik Armstead, Solomon 
Thomas. Questions remain in secondary. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS (10-7) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Renton, Wash. 

LAST YEAR: Seattle’s roster overhaul was suc¬ 
cessful as Seahawks returned to playoffs after one- 
year absence. With Russell Wilson playing as effi¬ 
ciently as any point in career and commitment to 
ground game, Seahawks went 10-6 and earned wild¬ 
card spot. Highly successful campaign that again 
proved general manager John Schneider and coach 
Pete Carroll are two of better executives in NFL. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: G Mike lupati, DE Ezekiel 
Ansah, DE L.J. Collier, WR DK Metcalf, DE Cassius 
Marsh, K Jason Myers, S Marquise Blair. IMPORTANT 
LOSSES: S Earl Thomas, WR Doug Baldwin, DE Frank 
Clark, G J.R. Sweezy, CB Justin Coleman. 

CAMP NEEDS: Seattle needs pass rushers, biggest 
question mark after trading Frank Clark to Kansas 
City. Ansah could be answer if he’s healthy follow¬ 
ing offseason shoulder surgery. But pass rush depth 
must be developed no matter how effective Ansah 
is. How competition shakes out at wide receiver will 
be another camp battle, with rookies Metcalf, Gary 
Jennings and John Ursua pushing for playing time 
and roster spots behind Tyler Lockett. 

EXPECTATIONS: Seattle should be among playoff 
contenders in NFC, but has two significant contract 
situations to resolve with LB Bobby Wagner and DT 
Jarran Reed both seeking new deals. Reed will serve 
six-game suspension to begin season. If defense 
can find pass rush and be better on back end, Se¬ 
ahawks could be on cusp of pushing Rams in NFC 
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NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (14-5) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Foxborough, Mass. 

LAST YEAR: Won their sixth NFL title since 2001 
season, beating Rams 13-3 in lowest-scoring Super 
Bowl. Started season 1-2, with receiver Julian Edel- 
man serving four-game PED suspension. Receiver 
Josh Gordon abruptly left team. But won next six, 
and eight of next nine games to claim 10th straight 
AFC East title. Beat Chargers and Chiefs in playoffs. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: DL Michael Bennett, WR 
Demaryius Thomas, WR N’Keal Flarry, TE Ben Wat¬ 
son, LB Jamie Collins. IMPORTANT LOSSES: TE Rob 
Gronkowski, DL Trey Flowers, WR Chris Hogan, OL 
Trent Brown, defensive coordinator Brian Flores. 

CAMP NEEDS: Keep Tom Brady healthy in year he 
will turn 42, which means lots of time on sideline in 
preseason. Find him some receivers, including tight 
end to replace Gronkowski. 

EXPECTATIONS: If Patriots don’t win 12 games, 
AFC East and seventh Super Bowl, it will be disap¬ 
pointment. 

NEW YORK JETS (4-12) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Florham Park, N.J. 

LAST YEAR: Another poor showing cost coach 
Todd Bowles his job — and, months later, general 
manager Mike Maccagnan was gone, too. Jets 
turned to Adam Gase as new coach when season 
ended and hired touted former Eagles executive Joe 
Douglas to take over roster. Rookie QB Sam Darnold 
struggled early in 2018, injured foot and missed 
three games. Darnold came back with impressive 
finish in final four games. Second-year safety Jamal 
Adams blossomed into one of league’s best while 
being selected to first Pro Bowl. Jets’ long-belea¬ 
guered special teams produced Pro Bowl picks in 
kick returner Andre Roberts and kicker Jason Myers 
— who both later left in free agency. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: Douglas, Gase, defen¬ 
sive coordinator Gregg Williams, RB Le’Veon Bell, 
LB C.J. Mosley, WR Jamison Crowder, LG Kelechi Os- 
emele, rookie DL Quinnen Williams, CB Brian Poole, 
WR-RB Ty Montgomery, rookie OLB Jachai Polite, WR 
Josh Bellamy, QB Trevor Siemian, K Chandler Catan- 
zaro. IMPORTANT LOSSES: WR-KR Roberts, K Myers, 
RB Isaiah Crowell, LG James Carpenter, CB Buster 
Skrine, CB Morris Claiborne, S Terrence Brooks. 

CAMP NEEDS: Gase loves Darnold’s natural in¬ 
stincts on field, so all eyes will be on how they work 
together — with Darnold’s continued development 
priority No. 1. Bell will also be huge focus after he 
sat out last season with Steelers in contract dispute. 
Key will be how Gase incorporates Bell into offense, 
and how offensive line builds comfort level with his 
patient running style. Rookie Quinnen Williams, No. 
3 overall pick, has chance to be immediate starter. 

EXPECTATIONS: There’s revitalized feeling 
around team with influx of lots of new faces, from 
GM to coach to all over roster. Hope is that dynamic 
between Gase and Darnold will be overwhelmingly 
positive, and having Bell in backfield could also have 
major effect on young QB’s development. There are 
lots of questions heading into camp, but Jets have 
enough talented pieces to cause optimism. 

BUFFALO BILLS (6-10) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Pittsford, N.Y. 

LAST YEAR: Focus on building through youth and 
freeing up salary cap space led to predictable strug¬ 
gles, reflected in Buffalo’s 2-7 start one year after 
sneaking into playoffs to end 17-season drought. 
Though defense allowed second-fewest yards in 
NFL, offense endured ups and downs under rookie 
starting QB Josh Allen, and amid patchwork line and 
untested group of receivers. Allen went 2-3 before 
missing four games with sprained right throwing 
arm, and then displayed progress in closing sea¬ 
son 3-3. Running back LeSean McCoy showed signs 
of aging (he turned 30) by finishing with 514 yards 
rushing and 752 yards from scrimmage — both ca¬ 
reer lows. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: C Mitch Morse, WRs Cole 
Beasley and John Brown, rookie DT Ed Oliver, RBs 
Frank Gore and T.J. Yeldon, TE Tyler Kroft, CBs Kevin 
Johnson and EJ Gaines, rookie OT Cody Ford, OLs Ty 
Nsekhe, Jon Feliciano and Spencer Long, WR/return 
specialist Andre Roberts, and quarterbacks coach 
Ken Dorsey. IMPORTANT LOSSES: DT Kyle Williams, 
QB Derek Anderson, TE Charles Clay, RB Chris Ivory, 
OLs Ryan Groy and John Miller. 

CAMP NEEDS: Key emphasis on establishing 
chemistry for what will be mostly retooled offense 
which could feature as many as eight new starters, 
including revamped line. Allen needs to continue 
developing as passer, and build rapport with Beas¬ 
ley, who missed most of spring recovering from core 
muscle surgery. 

EXPECTATIONS: After Bills took developmental 
step back last year, expectations are rising with 
GM Brandon Beane using his wealth of salary cap 
space to address numerous needs. A nine-win fin¬ 
ish is not out of question, though much depends on 
how quickly newcomers jell, and so long as Allen 
continues showing progress given how much team 
invested in offensive upgrades. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS (7-9) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Davie, Fla. 

LAST YEAR: Dolphins made it 18 consecutive sea¬ 
sons without postseason victory. They ranked 31st 
in offense, and defense was also awful, allowing 
franchise-record 6,257 yards. That prompted owner 
Stephen Ross to fire coach Adam Gase and hire Pa¬ 
triots defensive play caller Brian Flores as replace¬ 
ment. Ross then ordered roster overhaul. Leading 
list of players departing was Ryan Tannehill, who 
became Miami’s QB as rookie in 2012 and never took 
postseason snap. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: QBs Ryan Fitzpatrick 
and Josh Rosen, DTs Christian Wilkins and Adolphus 
Washington, T Jordan Mills, OLB Nate Orchard, G Kyle 
Fuller, TE Dwayne Allen, RB Mark Walton, WR Ricardo 
Louis. IMPORTANT LOSSES: QBs Ryan Tannehill, Da¬ 
vid Fales and Brock Osweiler, DEs Cameron Wake, 
William Hayes, Andre Branch, and Robert Quinn, RBs 
Frank Gore, Brandon Bolden and Senorise Perry, Ts 
Sam Young and Ja’Wuan James, WRs Danny Amen- 
dola and Leonte Carroo, G Josh Sitton, OL Ted Larsen, 
LB Stephone Anthony, TEs A.J. Derby and MarQueis 
Gray, Cs Travis Swanson and Jake Brendel. 

CAMP NEEDS: Competition for QB job will be front 
and center, with Fitzpatrick more likely to start 
opener, but Rosen certain to play at some point. 
Fitzpatrick, entering 15th NFL season, will become 
first player to throw pass for eight teams. Rosen will 
try to show Cardinals made mistake when they jet¬ 
tisoned him one year after he was first-round draft 
pick. There’s also plenty of competition at other po¬ 
sitions, especially up front on both sides of ball.. 

EXPECTATIONS: Dolphins say they won’t try to 
lose in 2019, but oddsmakers give them 500-1 chance 
to win Super Bowl in Miami in February, and no team 
is bigger long shot. 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS (9-6-1) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Latrobe, Pa. 

LAST YEAR: Pittsburgh let 2'/2-game lead in AFC 
North vanish over final month of season to miss 
playoffs for first time since 2013. There were bright 
spots. Ben Roethlisberger led NFL in passing. JuJu 
Smith-Schuster developed into bona fide star after 
hauling in 111 receptions. Young running back duo 
of James Conner and Jaylen Samuels kept chains 
moving even with Le’Veon Bell opting to sit out year. 
Kicker Chris Boswell took massive step backward, 
and defense produced just 15 takeaways, 29th in 
league. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: CBs Justin Layne and 
Steven Nelson, LBs Devin Bush and Mark Barron, 
WRs Donte Moncrief and Diontae Johnson. IMPOR¬ 
TANT LOSSES: WRs Antonio Brown and Darrius Hey- 
ward-Bey, RB Le’Veon Bell, S Morgan Burnett, LBs 
Jon Bostic and L.J. Fort, offensive line coach Mike 
Munchak. 

CAMP NEEDS: Welcome to the NFL, Devin Bush. 
Steelers traded up in first round for first time since 
2003 to acquire speedy inside linebacker from Mich¬ 
igan. Bush won raves during organized team activi¬ 
ties and minicamp, but as coach Mike Tomlin likes 
to point out, that’s just “football in shorts.” Right 
tackle needs to be sorted out, with Matt Feiler, 
Chukwuma Okorafor and Jerald Hawkins in mix to 
replace Marcus Gilbert, who was traded to Arizona. 

EXPECTATIONS: Browns have swagger, Ravens 
have young quarterback of their own and some mo¬ 
mentum after rallying to take division title, but “the 
standard is the standard” in Pittsburgh. Offense will 
have different look after Brown pouted his way into 
trade to Oakland. Bigger question marks are on de¬ 
fense, which faltered at key times last season. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS (10-7) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Owings Mills, Md. 

LAST YEAR: Ravens ended three-year playoff hia¬ 
tus in 2018, capturing AFC North with run-heavy of¬ 
fense and top-ranked defense in NFL. Baltimore was 
struggling before rookie quarterback Lamar Jack- 
son took over for injured Joe Flacco, and 2016 Heis- 
man Trophy winner retained starting job even after 
Flacco was healthy enough to play. Jackson was 6-1 
as starter heading into postseason. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: S Earl Thomas, RBs Mark 
Ingram, WR Seth Roberts, Marquise Brown and 
Michael Floyd, DE Shane Ray, CB Justin Bethel, of¬ 
fensive coordinator Greg Roman, GM Eric DeCosta. 
IMPORTANT LOSSES: LBs Terrell Suggs, C.J. Mosley 
and Za’Darius Smith, WRs John Brown and Michael 
Crabtree, S Eric Weddle, TE Maxx Williams, GM 
Ozzie Newsome 

CAMP NEEDS: Keeping Jackson upright is most 
important facet of camp, but Ravens also must hone 
passing game that was all but ignored after Jackson 
took over and turned offense into grind-it-out unit. 
Jackson had only one 200-yard passing game. Also 
of importance this summer: finding pass rushers to 
replace Suggs and Smith. 

EXPECTATIONS: If Jackson can take next step 
from rookie season and stay healthy, offense should 
be effective enough to keep defense off field. Not 
that Ravens don’t love playing defense, but coordi¬ 
nator Don Martindale faces stiff challenge in effort 
to pull together unit depleted by free agency. Balti¬ 
more’s pass rush could be problematic. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS (6-10) 

OPEN CAMP: July 26, Cincinnati (first practice in 
Dayton, Ohio on July 27) 

LAST YEAR: Coach Marvin Lewis was fired after a 
16th season without a playoff win, and 36-year-old 
Zac Taylor was hired in a notable shift for the fran¬ 
chise. The offense was one of the league’s worst 
again, with Andy Dalton and A.J. Green suffering 
significant injuries. The defense was by some mea¬ 
sures the worst in team history. The Bengals slipped 
behind intrastate rival Cleveland and finished last in 
the AFC North for the first time since 2010. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: Taylor, offensive coor¬ 
dinator Brian Callahan, defensive coordinator Lou 
Anarumo, OT Jonah Williams, G John Miller, CB B.W. 
Webb, TE Drew Sample, LB Germaine Pratt, QB Ryan 
Finley, G Michael Jordan. IMPORTANT LOSSES: Lewis 
and both coordinators, G Clint Boling, LB Vincent 
Rey, DE Michael Johnson, TE Tyler Kroft, OT Andre 
Smith, OT Cedric Ogbuehi, OT Jake Fisher, LB Vontze 
Burfict. 

CAMP NEEDS: The offense will be learning its 
third system in three years, and the defense is on 
its fourth coordinator in three years, so there’s a lot 
of adjusting going on. The offensive line is the big¬ 
gest issue at the outset, as it was the two previous 
years as well. The Bengals took Jonah Williams with 
the 11th overall pick and expected him to start at 
left tackle, but a shoulder injury during offseason 
workouts required surgery and could sideline him 
the entire season. 

EXPECTATIONS: Taylor has never been a head 
coach. He’s growing into an unfamiliar role while 
also planning to call plays during games, something 
he did with the Dolphins for five games in 2015. The 
coordinators haven’t served a full season in their 
roles, either. The Bengals had to wait until after the 
Super Bowl to hire Taylor from the Rams, leaving 
them to assemble a coaching staff on the fly. Given 
all the newness and change, the Bengals will be a 
work in progress all season. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS (7-8-1) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Berea, Ohio 

LAST YEAR: Found long-term quarterback — at 
last. Baker Mayfield more than lived up to hype as 
No. 1 overall pick, taking over starting job in Week 
4 and setting NFL rookie record with 27 touchdown 
passes. Cleveland experienced another coaching 
change as Hue Jackson finally fired after going 3- 
36-1. Freddie Kitchens, who began season in shad¬ 
ows as running backs coach, took over as offensive 
coordinator and was hired in January, Browns' sixth 
coach since 2010. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: WRs Odell Beckham Jr. 
and Jalen Strong, RB Kareem Hunt, DE Olivier Ver¬ 
non, DL Sheldon Richardson, S Morgan Burnett, 
TE Demetrius Harris. IMPORTANT LOSSES: G Kevin 
Zeitler, S Jabrill Peppers, LB Jamie Collins, DE Em¬ 
manuel Ogbah, DB Derrick Kindred. 

CAMP NEEDS: Immensely talented Beckham, who 
arrived in blockbuster trade with Giants, skipped 
majority of offseason program and needs to catch 
up with new offense. He also must show teammates 
he won’t be daily diva or distracting headache. 
Kitchens has full platter in first head-coaching gig. 
One of his early challenges is disgruntled running 
back Duke Johnson, who wants trade after Browns 
signed suspended Hunt. 

EXPECTATIONS: Browns are season’s trendy 
team. They haven’t made playoffs since 2002 — 
league’s longest current drought — and more dif¬ 
ficult schedule will place more pressure on Kitch¬ 
ens to deliver success to fan base believing Super 
Bowl trip closer than ever. Vernon’s arrival makes 
Pro Bowl DE Myles Garrett (13 '/> sacks in 2018) more 
dangerous. Mayfield’s biggest test may be getting 
Beckham, WR Jarvis Landry, RB Nick Chubb and oth¬ 
ers enough touches to keep all happy. 


HOUSTON TEXANS (11-6) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Houston. 

LAST YEAR: Used nine-game winning streak to 
dig out of early hole and become first team since 
1998 to reach playoffs after 0-3 start before falling 
to Colts in wild-card round. Deshaun Watson re¬ 
turned from season-ending knee surgery in 2017 to 
start every game and give team confidence he will 
be franchise quarterback. DeAndre Hopkins con¬ 
tinued to show he’s one of league’s elite receivers. 
Three-time Defensive Player ofYear J.J. Watt shook 
off two years of injuries with All-Pro season. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: OTs Tytus Howard and 
Max Scharping, LT Matt Kalil, S Tashaun Gipson, 
CBs Briean Boddy-Calhoun, Bradley Roby and Lon¬ 
nie Johnson, Jr., QB AJ McCarron, TE Kahale War¬ 
ring. IMPORTANT LOSSES: CB/S Kareem Jackson, S 
Tyrann Mathieu, TE Ryan Griffin, CB Kevin Johnson, 
WR Demaryius Thomas, S Andre Hal. 

CAMP NEEDS: Texans need to see which linemen 
will be best combination to protect Watson after he 
was sacked NFL-high 62 times last season. Houston 
drafted Howard in first round and believe versatile 
player could start at several positions on line, but 
need to determine where he’ll be most effective. 
Houston also needs to see if Kalil can be productive 
after sitting out since 2017 because of knee injury. 
Texans will also need to evaluate depth at DE with 
Clowney expected to skip camp after not signing 
franchise tender and failing to get long-term deal. 

EXPECTATIONS: After bouncing back from 2017’s 
4-12 record to make playoffs for third time in four 
seasons, Texans expect to return to postseason 
again in 2019. To do that they must find way to bet¬ 
ter protect Watson. Hopkins should help Watson 
lead offense after ranking third in NFL with career- 
high 1,572 yards receiving. On defense, healthy Watt 
should lead front which will also feature Clowney, 
who likely won’t continue holdout into season. 

TENNESSEE TITANS (9-7) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Nashville, Tenn. 

LAST YEAR: Coach Mike Vrabel just missed play¬ 
offs in debut season despite enough issues to dis¬ 
tract any veteran head coach. They opened with 
longest game (in overall time) in NFL history, losing 
top pass catcher TE Delanie Walker to season-end¬ 
ing injury in process. Most experienced receiver Ris- 
hard Matthews was released at his demand, and DC 
Dean Pees was in hospital for loss in Indianapolis. 
QB Marcus Mariota also missed three starts, includ¬ 
ing season finale with playoff berth on line. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: LG Rodger Saffold, 
QB Ryan Tannehill, OLB Cameron Wake, WR Adam 
Humphries, DT Jeffery Simmons, WR A.J. Brown, G 
Nate Davis, DB Amani Hooker, LB D’Andre Walker, 
LB David Long, TE coach Todd Downing. IMPORTANT 
LOSSES: OC Matt LaFleur, OLB Brian Orakpo, OLB 
Derrick Morgan, S Johnathan Cyprien, LG Quinton 
Spain, LG Josh Kline, QB Blaine Gabbert. 

CAMP NEEDS: Both Mariota and his receivers 
must stay healthy to help first-time coordinator Ar¬ 
thur Smith prepare for season opener. Jack Conklin 
needs to practice and return to All-Pro status as 
rookie to keep his RT job or risk being replaced by 
Dennis Kelly. Keep Wake healthy and see who steps 
up behind veteran and OLB Harold Landry III to re¬ 
vive outside pass rush. 

EXPECTATIONS: Titans have one playoff berth to 
show for team's first three-season winning streak 
since leaving Texas for Tennessee. GM Jon Robinson 
has surrounded Mariota with most talent he’s had 
in NFL. Vrabel is pushing Titans to go from good to 
great and will need RB Derrick Henry to start how 
he finished 2018, along with Pees’ already stingy de¬ 
fense getting even better. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS (5-11) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Jacksonville, Fla. 

LAST YEAR: One of league’s most disappointing 
teams in 2018. Coming off berth in AFC champion¬ 
ship game, Jaguars looked nothing like champion¬ 
ship contender after 3-1 start. They routed New 
England in AFC title game rematch in September, 
but then lost every game (0-7) in October and No¬ 
vember. Jacksonville finished last in AFC South for 
second time in three years. QB Blake Bortles got 
much of blame and was sent packing after season. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: QB Nick Foies, WR Chris 
Conley, DE Josh Allen, TE Geoff Swaim, RT Jawaan 
Taylor, LB Jake Ryan, RB Alfred Blue. IMPORTANT 
LOSSES: DT Malik Jackson, Ss Barry Church and 
Tashaun Gipson, LBTelvin Smith, RT Jermey Parnell, 
TE Austin Seferian-Jenkins, RB T.J. Yeldon. 

CAMP NEEDS: Pay DE Yannick Ngakoue, who has 
29 V2 sacks and 10 forced fumbles in three seasons. 
Ngakoue skipped mandatory minicamp in June, 
hoping to gain leverage for revamped contract. Get 
WR Marqise Lee, LT Cam Robinson and Ryan healthy. 
All three coming off season-ending knee injuries. 
Build chemistry between Foies and young receiving 
corps that includes several question marks. Keep 
RB Leonard Fournette focused and on field. Find 
replacement for Smith, team’s leading tackier last 
two seasons. Smith plans to sit out 2019 to “get my 
world in order.” 

EXPECTATIONS: Jaguars believe offense will be 
considerably better with Foies and several starters 
returning from injury. Bigger concern is whether de¬ 
fense can avoid drop-off after losing Jackson, Gip¬ 
son and Smith. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS (11-7) 

OPEN CAMP: July 24, Westfield, Ind. 

LAST YEAR: Cofts became one of league’s top 
surprises in coach Frank Reich’s first season. An¬ 
drew Luck proved right shoulder was healthy and 
revamped offensive line kept him upright. Defense 
took major leap under new coordinator Matt Eb- 
erflus. Indy improved regular-season win total by 
six, ended three-year playoff drought, reached di¬ 
visional round after wild-card win at Houston, and 
produced first set of rookie All-Pro teammates (OG 
Quenton Nelson and LB Darius Leonard) since 1965. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: DE Justin Houston, WRs 
Devin Funchess and Parris Campbell, RB Spencer 
Ware, CB Rock Ya-Sin, senior offensive assistant 
coach Howard Mudd. IMPORTANT LOSSES: OL Matt 
Slauson, OL coaches Dave DeGuglielmo and Bobby 
Johnson, S Mike Mitchell, LB Najee Goode, DT Al 
Woods, TE Ryan Hewitt, WRs Ryan Grant and Don- 
trelle Inman. 

CAMP NEEDS: GM Chris Ballard wants to see 
upgrades. He signed Funchess and drafted Camp¬ 
bell to give Luck more downfield options. Hiring 
of Chris Strausser as OL coach and Mudd’s return 
should help young line’s development. Houston was 
brought in to improve pass rush, and second-year 
defensive linemen Tyquan Lewis and Kemoko Turay 
could make bigger impact this season. 

EXPECTATIONS: Luck missed all of offseason 
workouts (strained calf) but is expected to be 
healthy for start of camp. And with healthy Luck, 
Colts know anything is possible. They have one of 
best young lines in league, young defense that got 
better as season went on, and continuity with every 
starter back on offense, defense and special teams. 
Division title and deep playoff run could be within 
reach in 2019. 


DENVER BRONCOS (6-10) 

OPENED CAMP: July 17, Englewood, Colo. 

LAST YEAR: Denver posted back-to-back losing 
seasons for first time since 1971-72, costing head 
coach Vance Joseph and QB Case Keenum their jobs. 
Broncos had hope at 6-6 but lost CB Chris Harris Jr. 
(leg), RB Phillip Lindsay (wrist) and WR Emmanuel 
Sanders (Achilles tendon) to injuries that led to 
winless December and stretched playoff drought to 
three seasons. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: Coach Vic Fangio, QBs 
Joe Flacco and Drew Lock, RT Ja’Wuan James, CBs 
Kareem Jackson and Bryce Callahan, OLB Dekoda 
Watson, G Dalton Risner, TE Noah Fant, DE Dre’Mont 
Jones, OL coach Mike Munchak. IMPORTANT LOSS¬ 
ES: C Matt Paradis, QB Case Keenum, RT Jared Veld- 
heer, NT Domata Peko, ILB Brandon Marshall, CB 
Bradley Roby, SS Darian Stewart. 

CAMP NEEDS: Broncos need Munchak to work 
his magic on LT Garett Bolles, whose holding and 
footwork issues need to get fixed so that Flacco can 
stay upright. Denver also needs first-time offensive 
coordinator Rich Scangarello to find ways to get 
Fant and Lindsay ball through air to take pressure 
off young receiving corps as Sanders works his way 
back. 

EXPECTATIONS: Elway has gone from “No Plan- 
B” with Peyton Manning to “day to day,” refusing to 
publicly divulge his expectations with Flacco un¬ 
der center and Fangio on sideline. Denver remains 
way behind Chiefs and Chargers in AFC West, so 8-8 
would represent stop-bleeding sort of progress. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS (13-5) 

OPEN CAMP: July 27, St. Joseph, Mo. 

LAST YEAR: First-year starter Patrick Mahomes 
shattered nearly every franchise passing record 
while winning league MVP award and leading Chiefs 
to third straight AFC West title. Kansas City reached 
AFC title game despite one of NFL’s worst defenses, 
falling to New England in overtime. Offseason has 
been spent overhauling that side of ball with new 
coordinator and key players. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: FS Tyrann Mathieu, LBs 
Damien Wilson and Darron Lee, DEs Frank Clark, 
Alex Okafor and Emmanuel Ogbah, CB Bashaud 
Breeland, TE Blake Bell, RBs Carlos Hyde and Darwin 
Thompson, WR Mecole Hardman, SS Juan Thornhill. 
IMPORTANT LOSSES: OLBs Justin Houston and Dee 
Ford, CB Eric Murray, SS Eric Berry. 

CAMP NEEDS: WR Tyreek Hill remains suspended 
from team as NFL investigates domestic violence 
case that resulted in no legal fallout, so building 
depth behind Sammy Watkins is crucial. Chiefs also 
must sort out depth at RB and identify TEs to play 
behind Travis Kelce. Defense is adjusting to new 4-3 
scheme of coordinator Steve Spagnuolo with plenty 
of new personnel, with Clark and Mathieu key ad¬ 
ditions. 

EXPECTATIONS: Chiefs made big step forward last 
year in reaching AFC title game, but still have not 
played for championship since Super Bowl 4. Win¬ 
dow is now with Mahomes still on rookie contract 
and pricey new additions on defense. If their young 
QB can come close to replicating performance last 
season, and rebuilt defense can show improvement. 
Chiefs should be class of West once again. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS (13-5) 

OPEN CAMP: July 25, Costa Mesa, Calif. 

LAST YEAR: Coach Anthony Lynn in his second 
season led Chargers to playoffs for first time since 
2013. They beat Baltimore in wild-card game be¬ 
fore playing worst game of season at New England 
in divisional round. RB Melvin Gordon was sixth in 
AFC with 1,375 yards from scrimmage and 13 touch¬ 
downs while QB Philip Rivers threw two or more 
touchdowns in first 13 games. Defense was without 
DE Joey Bosa for first nine games but had one of top 
rookies in league last season in S Derwin James. All- 
Pro became first rookie defensive back in NFL his¬ 
tory to have three sacks in first four games. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: LB Thomas Davis, QB Ty- 
rod Taylor, DE Jerry Tillery, S Nasir Adderley. IMPOR¬ 
TANT LOSSES: WR Tyrel Williams, TE Antonio Gates, 
DT Darius Philon, CB Jason Verrett. 

CAMP NEEDS: Lynn said during last month’s mini¬ 
camp he wanted to give some younger players ma¬ 
jority of snaps, especially during preseason games. 
Despite strong record. Chargers dealt with their 
share of injuries last season, from Bosa’s at begin¬ 
ning of schedule to Gordon’s late in regular season, 
as well as three starters at linebacker. 

EXPECTATIONS: Chargers will be in mix of teams 
considered one favorites in AFC, but holdout by Gor¬ 
don, who is in final year of rookie contract, could 
disrupt team unity Lynn said was one of keys to 
their emergence last season. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS (4-12) 

OPEN CAMP: July 27, Napa, Calif. 

LAST YEAR: Jon Gruden’s first season back in Oak¬ 
land was a disappointment. Star edge rusher Khalil 
Mack was traded before season following contract 
holdout and top receiver Amari Cooper was dealt in 
October. Defense never made up for Mack’s absence 
and offense had few playmakers and provided little 
protection for QB Derek Carr. Result was first last- 
place finish since 2014. 

IMPORTANT ADDITIONS: WRs Antonio Brown, 
Ryan Grant and Tyrell Williams, T Trent Brown, DEs 
Clelin Ferrell and Benson Mayowa, RB Josh Jacobs, 
Ss Lamarcus Joyner and Johnathan Abram, CB Tray¬ 
von Mullen, OL Richie Incognito, LBs Vontaze Burfict 
and LB Brandon Marshall. IMPORTANT LOSSES: TEs 
Lee Smith and Jared Cook, RB Marshawn Lynch, WRs 
Seth Roberts and Jordy Nelson, OL Kelechi Osemele, 
DBs Rashaan Melvin, DB Marcus Gilchrist and DB 
Reggie Nelson, DL Frostee Rucker, T Donald Penn. 

CAMP NEEDS: Big-ticket offensive additions in 
free agency period and draft have that side of ball 
mostly set heading into camp. Finding best com¬ 
bination on defense will be task this summer. Fer¬ 
rell being counted on as three-down lineman to be 
strong vs. run and provide needed pass rush for 
team with NFL-low 13 sacks in 2018. Finding end to 
play opposite Ferrell and figuring out best combina¬ 
tions at safety, linebacker will be paramount. 

EXPECTATIONS: Raiders looking for positive 
send-off in final season in Oakland before planned 
move to Las Vegas. Competing in tough AFC West 
with Chiefs and Chargers will be difficult. But of¬ 
fense should be more dynamic with Brown and Wil¬ 
liams out wide, Jacobs as main running back and 
Carr in second season in Gruden’s system. Success 
will depend on 2018 first-round LT Kolton Miller giv¬ 
ing Carr time to throw, and defense taking major 
step forward behind young DLs Ferrell, Maurice 
Hurst and P.J. Hall, and improved secondary led by 
CB Gareon Conley. 

—Associated Press 
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MLB 


Angels 
eulogize 
Skaggs at 
memorial 

Associated Press 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. — Los 
Angeles Angels pitcher Andrew 
Heaney urged those at a private 
memorial service to remember a 
gift fallen teammate Tyler Skaggs 
gave to them. 

“Take a moment, close your 
eyes and think of a story or even 
an image that reminds you of all 
the good times you had with Ty,” 
Heaney said. “Take that memory 
and hold it in your hearts and in 
your minds. That is his lasting 
gift to everyone here.” 

Skaggs’ teammates and family 
gathered Monday at a Catholic 
church in his native Santa Moni¬ 
ca to remember Skaggs, who was 
found dead in his hotel room in 
Texas on July 1. He died shortly 
before his 28th birthday. 

The mourners remembered 
Skaggs as a beloved son, husband, 
teammate and friend whose up¬ 
beat personality brought joy to 
everyone around him. The altar 
was flanked by two large red- 
and-white floral arrangements 
prominently featuring No. 45, 
Skaggs’ uniform number. 

Hundreds of attendees laughed 
and cried at the eulogies from 14 
speakers. Several family mem¬ 
bers related stories of Skaggs as 
a precocious, upbeat kid who just 
happened to grow into a world- 
class athlete. 

“To Tyler’s parents and fam¬ 
ily, what an incredible job you did 
raising such a wonderful person,” 
said Padres pitcher Garrett Rich¬ 
ards, a longtime teammate who 
was drafted by the Angels along 
with Skaggs in 2009. “Carli, your 
husband had a big smile, but an 
even bigger heart. He truly cared 
about people. I feel so honored to 
have known and spent as much 
time with him as I did. He im¬ 
pacted me in so many areas of my 
life. Rest in peace, Skaggy.” 

The final speaker was Carli 
Skaggs, who made a last-minute 
decision to share poignant memo¬ 
ries of her life since their mar¬ 
riage last winter. 

“I didn’t think I’d be able to do 
it,” Carli Skaggs said. “Tyler gave 
me some strength.” 

The current Angels and owner 
Arte Moreno were joined by for¬ 
mer team members including 
longtime manager Mike Scioscia, 
Jered Weaver, Richards, David 
Freese and Matt Shoemaker. They 
were joined by Ryan Braun of the 
Milwaukee Brewers, Jack Fla¬ 
herty of the St. Louis Cardinals 
and former major leaguer Trevor 
Plouffe, all Los Angeles-area na¬ 
tives and friends of Skaggs. 

After the service, mourners 
were greeted by a catering truck 
from In-N-Out Burger, a South¬ 
ern California institution and one 
of Skaggs’ favorite meals. 


Scoreboard 


American League 


Central Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

1 

Houston 
Oakland 
Los Angeles 

Seattle 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 60 41 .594 - 

Washington 52 46 .531 6V2 

Philadelphia 52 48 .520 7'/2 

New York 45 54 .455 14 

Miami 36 62 .367 22'/2 

Central Division 

Chicago 54 46 .540 - 

St. Louis 52 47 .525 V /2 

Milwaukee 53 49 .520 2 

Pittsburgh 46 53 .465 7'/2 

Cincinnati 45 53 .459 8 

West Division 

Los Angeles 67 35 .657 - 

Arizona 51 50 .505 15'/2 

San Francisco 51 50 .505 15'A 

Colorado 47 52 .475 18'/2 

San Diego 47 52 .475 I8V2 

Sunday’s games 
Baltimore 5, Boston 0 
Colorado 8, N.Y. Yankees 4 
Cleveland 5, Kansas City 4 
Detroit 4, Toronto 3,10 innings 
Tampa Bay 4, Chicago White Sox 2 
Houston 5, Texas 3 
Minnesota 7, Oakland 6 

L.A. Angels 9, Seattle 3 
St. Louis 3, Cincinnati 1 
Philadelphia 2, Pittsburgh 1, 11 in¬ 
nings 

San Diego 5, Chicago Cubs 1 
San Francisco 3, N.Y. Mets 2, 12 in¬ 
nings 

L.A. Dodgers 9, Miami 0 
Milwaukee 7, Arizona 4 
Atlanta 7, Washington 1 

Monday’s games 
Cleveland 7, Toronto 3 
Boston 9, Tampa Bay 4 
Chicago White Sox 9, Miami 1 
Houston 11, Oakland 1 
Minnesota 8, N.Y. Yankees 6 
Arizona 6, Baltimore 3 
Seattle 7, Texas 3 
Colorado at Washington, ppd. 

St. Louis 6, Pittsburgh 5,10 innings 
Cincinnati 6, Milwaukee 5 
San Francisco 5, Chicago Cubs 4 
Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Toronto 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Kansas City at Atlanta 
Miami at Chicago White Sox 
N.Y. Yankees at Minnesota 
Oakland at Houston 
Baltimore at Arizona 
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers 
Texas at Seattle 
Colorado at Washington 
St. Louis at Pittsburgh 
San Diego at N.Y. Mets 
Cincinnati at Milwaukee 
Chicago Cubs at San Francisco 
Wednesday’s games 
Boston (Price 7-3) at Tampa Bay (Chiri- 
nos 8-5) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 2-5) at De¬ 
troit (Zimmermann 0-7) 

Oakland (Bassitt 7-4) at Houston (Ver- 
lander 12-4) 

Baltimore (Means 8-5) at Arizona 
(Clarke 2-3) 

Texas (Minor 8-5) at Seattle (Leake 8- 

8 ) 

Cleveland (Bieber 9-3) at Toronto 
(Stroman 6-10) 

Kansas City (Keller 6-9) at Atlanta (Te¬ 
heran 5-6) 

Miami (Gallen 0-2) at Chicago White 
Sox (Lopez 5-8) 

N.Y. Yankees (Happ 8-5) at Minnesota 
(Odorizzi 11-4) 

L.A. Angels (Barria3-3) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Stripling 4-3) 

Colorado (Gray 9-7) at Washington 
(Corbin 7-5) 

Cincinnati (Mahle 2-10) at Milwaukee 
(Chacin 3-10) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 9-6) at San Fran¬ 
cisco (Beede 3-3) 

Colorado (Freeland 2-7) at Washing¬ 
ton (TBD) 

St. Louis (Wainwright 6-7) at Pitts¬ 
burgh (Lyles 5-6) 

San Diego (Lamet 0-2) at N.Y. Mets 
(Syndergaard 7-4) 

Calendar 

July 31 — Last day during the season 
to trade a player. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 


Monday 

Giants 5, Cubs 4 

Chicago San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Schwrbr If 5 111 Belt lb 4 0 10 

J.Baezss 4 0 0 0 Ystrzmslf 4 0 2 1 

Bryant 3b 4 110 Sndoval3b 4 110 

Rizzo lb 3 111 Vogt c 4 110 

R. Grcia2b 4 111 B.Crwfrss 4 0 2 1 

Strop p 0 0 0 0 Pillar cf 4 110 

Heyward rf 3 0 0 0 Slater rf 3 111 

AlmrJrcf 4 0 11 Panik2b 4 13 1 

Mldnadoc 2 0 0 0 S.Andrs p 10 0 0 

Cratini ph 0 0 0 0 Z.Green ph 1 0 0 0 

Mills p 2 0 0 0 Pmeranzp 0 0 0 0 

Ryan p 0 0 0 0 Solano ph 10 10 

Brach p 0 0 0 0 Gott p 0 0 0 0 

Boteph 1 0 0 0 Posey ph 10 0 0 

Cishekp 0 0 0 0 S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 

Russell 2b 10 10 

Totals 33 4 6 4 Totals 35 513 4 

Chicago 011 100 010-4 

San Francisco 000 110 03x—5 

DP—Chicago 2. LOB—Chicago 6, San 
Francisco 7. 2B—Rizzo (22), Sandoval 
(19), Vogt (15), Slater (5), Panik (16). HR- 
Schwarber (22), R.Garcia (4). SB—Bryant 
( 2 ). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Mills 4'/3 7 2 2 1 5 

Ryan M 0 0 0 0 1 

Brach H,4 A 0 0 0 0 0 

Cishek H,9 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Strop L,2-4 BS,5 1 4 3 3 0 1 

San Francisco 

S. Anderson 5 3 3 3 2 5 

Pomeranz 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Gott W,7-0 1 2 110 1 

S. Dyson S,2-3 1 10 0 10 

HBP-by S.Anderson (Rizzo). T-2:50. 
A—37,119 (41,915). 

Twins 8, Yankees 6 

New York Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LMahieu 2b 4 13 2 Garverc 4 3 3 2 

Judge rf 2 0 10 J.PIncoss 3 2 2 1 

Encrnco lb 4 0 2 1 Cruz dh 3 112 

Grgriuspr 0 0 0 0 E.Rsriolf 4 0 11 

G.Sanch c 5 0 0 0 Sano lb 4 0 0 1 

A.Hickscf 5 0 0 0 Gnzalezrf 4 0 0 0 

Voitdh 4 111 Kepler cf 3 111 
Torres ss 4 110 Schoop2b 4 0 0 0 

Urshela3b 4 12 1 Arraez3b 3 10 0 

Tuchman If 4 2 3 1 

Totals 36 613 6 Totals 32 8 8 8 

New York 002 121 000-6 

Minnesota 203 201 00x-8 

E—G.Sanchez (13). DP—Minnesota 2. 
TP-Minnesota 1. LOB-New York 8, Min¬ 
nesota 4. 2B—LeMahieu (23), Torres (17), 
Urshela (18). HR-LeMahieu (15), Voit 

(19) , Urshela (10), Garver 2 (19), J.Polanco 
(14), Cruz (20), Kepler (25). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Sabathia L,5-5 4 6 7 6 2 2 

Cessa 3 21116 

Holder 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Minnesota 

M.Perez 4 75544 

Duffey 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Thorpe W,1-1 2% 4 110 2 

R.Harper H,9 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Rogers S,15-19 1 2 0 0 0 1 

M.Perez pitched to 3 batters in the 5th 
T—3:08. A—34,627 (38,649). 

Cardinals 6, Pirates 5 (10) 

St. Louis Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Edman 3b 5 12 0 A.Frzer2b 2 0 0 0 

De.Fwir rf-cf 4 12 0 Rynolds rf 5 0 11 

Gldschm lb 4 114 S.Martecf 5 2 3 0 

O'Neill If 5 0 0 0 Bell lb 3 111 

DeJong ss 4 110 Moran 3b 3 0 11 

Wong 2b 4 0 10 Kang ph-3b 2 112 

Y.Munoz cf 4 0 0 0 C.Dckrs If 5 0 10 

Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 Newman ss 5 0 10 

Shrevep 0 0 0 0 El.Diaz c 5 110 

C.Mrtin p 0 0 0 0 Tr.Wllm p 10 0 0 

Wieters c 2 112 Felizp 0 0 0 0 

Kniznerpr-c 110 0 J.Osunaph 10 0 0 

PncdLp 1 0 0 0 Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

RavelO ph 1 0 0 0 Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 

Wachap 0 0 0 0 Crick p 0 0 0 0 

Bader ph 1 0 0 0 Me.Cbrrph 10 10 

T. Webb p 0 0 0 0 Msgrove pr 0 0 0 0 

J.Mrtin rf 1 0 0 0 C.HImesp 0 0 0 0 

L.Escbr p 0 0 0 0 

Stllngs ph 10 10 
Totals 37 6 8 6 Totals 39 512 5 
St. Louis 001 100 000 4-6 

Pittsburgh 001 100 000 3-5 

E-Reynolds (3), Bell (7), Moran (10), 
DeJong (4). DP—St. Louis 1, Pittsburgh 
1. LOB-St. Louis 8, Pittsburgh 11. 2B- 
De.Fowler (12), DeJong (22), Reynolds 

(20) , S.Marte (20), Bell (32). HR—Gold¬ 
schmidt (19), Wieters (8), Kang (10). SB- 
De.Fowler (5). CS-Newman (5). SF-Wi- 
eters (2). S-Tr.Williams (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Ponce de Leon 3 3 114 3 

Wacha 3 3 1111 

T.Webb 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Brebbia Vi 1 0 0 0 2 

Shreve W,l-0 Vi 2 2 2 0 1 

C.Martinez S.9-11 1 3 110 0 

Pittsburoh 

5 5 2 1 2 7 


Red Sox 9, Rays 4 

Boston Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 4 10 0 d’Arnud lb 4 1 2 1 

Devers3b 5 112 Pham If 5 0 11 

Bgaerts ss 3 2 2 1 Meadwsdh3 1 1 1 

Mrtinez dh 5 12 4 Wendle2b 10 0 0 

C.Vazqz c 5 0 10 Y.Diaz3b 4 0 11 

Bnntndi If 5 13 1 N.Loweph 0 0 0 0 

Travis lb 4 111 Av.Grci rf 4 0 0 0 

BrdlyJcf 4 0 0 0 Brseau2b-p4 0 2 0 

M.Hrnan2b 4 2 2 0 Adames SS 4 0 0 0 

Zuninoc 2 10 0 
Heredia cf 4 12 0 
Totals 39 912 9 Totals 35 4 9 4 

Boston 007 100 001-9 

Tampa Bay 000 000 031—4 

DP—Boston 1. LOB—Boston 6, Tampa 
Bay 9. 2B-Devers (30), Bogaerts 2 (33), 
Martinez (21), Benintendi (25), d’Arnaud 
(8), Pham (17), Meadows (17). HR-Mar- 
tinez (20), Benintendi (8), Travis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

E.Rodriguez W.12-4 7 2 0 0 4 6 

Eovaldi % 5 3 3 0 2 

M.Barnes Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

J.Taylor 1 2 1111 

Tampa Bay 

Beeks L,5-l 3Vi 7 8 8 2 2 

Roe M 2 0 0 0 0 

Poche 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Wood 2 0 0 0 1 1 

Brosseau 1 31100 

WP—Eovaldi 2. T—3:20. A-10,966 
(25,025). 

Indians 7, Blue Jays 3 

Cleveland Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 0 12 Sogard dh 4 0 10 

Mercado cf 4 2 2 2 Galvisss 4 0 0 0 

C.Sntna lb 4 0 10 Grrl Jr If 3 0 0 0 

Luplow If-rf 3 0 0 0 Biggio 2b 4 0 0 0 

Ramirez 3b 4 12 1 GrrrJr3b 3 0 2 0 

Kipnis 2b 3 2 2 1 Smoaklb 2 111 

R.Perezc 5 0 11 Grichukcf 3 0 0 0 

Bauersdh 5 110 D.Jnsenc 2 10 0 

Naquin rf 3 110 McKnney rf 3 1 12 

G.Allen ph-lf 2 0 10 

Totals 37 712 7 Totals 28 3 5 3 
Cleveland 021 012 010-7 

Toronto 010 020 000-3 

E—Galvis (6). DP—Cleveland 3, Toron¬ 
to 1. LOB—Cleveland 12, Toronto 1. 2B— 
C.Santana (20), Ramirez (21), R.Perez (6), 
Bauers (13), Naquin (16). 3B—Mercado 
(2). HR-Mercado (8), Smoak (16), McK¬ 
inney (6). SB-Ramirez (21). CS-Gurriel 
Jr. (3). SF-Ramirez (5). S-Lindor (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Clevinger W,4-2 7 5 3 3 2 7 

Clippard 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Toronto 

Borucki L,0-1 4Vi 7 4 2 4 3 

Shafer % 2 2 2 2 0 

Mayza Ml 0 0 0 1 

Gaviglio 1 2 1111 

Law 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Clevinger (D.Jansen). T—2:55. 
A—22,295 (53,506). 

Mariners 7, Rangers 3 

Texas Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choolf 4 0 11 M.Smith cf 5 0 12 
Da.Sntn lb 5 0 0 0 J.Crwfr ss 4 0 2 1 

Andrus SS 4 12 0 Do.Sntn rf 4 0 0 0 

Pence dh 4 0 11 Vglbachdh 4 0 0 0 
Mazararf 4 0 0 0 Narvaez c 4 110 

Odor 2b 4 2 3 1 T.Bckhm If 3 2 10 

A. Cbrra3b 4 0 10 Negron If 0 0 0 0 

DShelds cf 4 0 10 K.Sager3b 3 2 11 

Fdrwicz c 3 0 0 0 Au.Nolalb 3 2 2 3 

Guzman ph 0 0 0 0 D.Grdon2b 10 10 

Moore 2b 3 0 2 0 

Totals 36 3 9 3 Totals 34 711 7 
Texas 110 000 001-3 

Seattle 030 201 01x-7 

DP—Texas 1. LOB—Texas 8, Seattle 
6. 2B—Andrus (20), J.Crawford (16), 

T.Beckham (18). HR-Odor (15), K.Seager 
(7), Au.Nola (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Sampson L,6-7 5VI 8 6 6 2 4 

B. Martln Ml 0 0 0 4 

P.Valdez Vi 2 110 1 

Bird % 0 0 0 0 0 

Seattle 

Gonzales W,11-8 7 7 2 2 0 4 

Bass 1 10002 

Gearrin % 1 1111 

Elias S,12-14 !4 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Sampson (Au.Nola), by Gear¬ 
rin (Choo). T—2:50. A-16,091 (47,943). 


Reds 6, 


Cincinnati 

ab r h t 

Senzelcf 4 12 1 

Vottolb 5 12: 

E.Sarez 3b 5 2 2. 

Puig rf 3 111 

Garrett p 0 0 0 1 

VnMeter If-rf 1 0 0 I 

Peraza2b-lf 4 0 11 

Ervin If-rf 3 0 11 

R.lglss p 0 0 0 1 

W.Prlta p 0 0 0 1 

.. _ _ Hughes p 0 0 0 1 

Feliz 1 0 0 0 0 1 J.lglss ss 4 0 1: 

Liriano 1 0 0 0 0 1 Grterol c 4 111 

Ri.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 2 S.Grayp 10 11 

Crick 1 0 0 0 0 2 Winker ph 10 0 1 

C.Holmes L.l-l Vi 3 4 4 3 1 Lrenzn p-lf-rf 0 0 0 1 

L.Escobar Vi 0 0 0 0 0 Detrch ph-2b 1 0 0 I 

Shreve pitched to 2 batters in the 10th Totals 36 612 l 

HBP—by Shreve (A.Frazier), by C.Holmes Cincinnati 

(De.Fowler). T-4:05. A-13,096 (38,362). Milwaukee 


Brewers 5 

Milwaukee 


r hbi 


Cain cf . - _ - 
Yelich If-rf 3 110 
Grandalc 5 0 11 
Mstakas 3b 4 1 10 
Aguilar lb 4 12 0 

F.Prlta pr 0 0 0 0 

Thames rf 3 0 0 0 

Houserp 0000 
Hiuraph 0 0 0 0 

Davies pr 0 10 0 

Jffress p 0 0 0 0 

Pinaph 10 0 0 

Arciass 4 0 0 0 

Sladino 2b 2 114 
C.Andrs p 2 0 0 0 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 

Gamellf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 34 5 8 5 

000 011 202-6 
001 000 040-5 


DP—Cincinnati 1. LOB—Cincinnati 7, 
Milwaukee 10. 2B—Puig (14), Grandal 
(17), Aguilar (9). HR-E.Suarez 2 (26), 
Saladino (2). SB—Ervin (2), Saladino (2). 
CS—Puig (5). S-S.Gray (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cincinnati 

S.Gray 6 4 112 7 

Garrett H,15 Vi 1 1111 

R. lglesias BS,3 Vi 3 3 3 1 2 

W.Peralta W,l-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hughes S,1-3 'A 0 0 0 1 1 

Milwaukee 

C.Anderson 9A 7 2 2 2 6 

Albers 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Houser 2 22210 

Jeffress L,3-3 BS,3 1 2 2 2 0 1 

Garrett pitched to 1 batter in the 8th 
HBP-by S.Gray (Saladino). T-3:33. A- 
26,235 (41,900). 

White Sox 9, Marlins 1 

Miami Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsnlf 3 0 0 0 L.Grciarf 4 110 

Cooper lb 4 0 10 Jay If 4 2 2 0 

Bri.And 3b 4 0 0 0 J.Abreu lb 3 3 2 3 

N.WIkerdh 4 0 0 0 Moncada3b4 12 4 

S. Cstro2b 3 0 0 0 A.Reed dh 4 0 0 0 

Alfaro C 3 111 J.McCnn c 4 1 1 1 

H.Rmrezrf 3 0 10 Goins ss 4 12 1 

Puellocf 3 0 0 0 Y.Sanch 2b 4 0 0 0 

Rivera SS 3 0 10 Engel cf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 34 910 9 

Miami 010 000 000-1 

Chicago 202 032 00x-9 

E-Moncada (11). DP-Chicago 1. LOB- 
Miami 3, Chicago 2. 2B—Jay (6), J.Abreu 
(22), Goins (1). HR—Alfaro (11), J.Abreu 
(22), Moncada (18), J.McCann (12), Goins 
( 2 ). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

Richards L.3-12 5 7 7 7 1 7 

Quijada 2 2 2 2 0 3 

Romo 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Chicago 

Nova W,5-9 9 4 1 1 0 5 

HBP-by Nova (Granderson). WP— 
Richards. T-2:29. A-14,741 (40,615). 

Astros 11, Athletics 1 

Oakland Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 2 0 0 0 Sprngercf-rf 5 011 

Barreto ss 2 0 0 0 Altuve2b 3 12 1 

M.Chpmn3b 2 110 Kemppr-2b 2 0 0 0 
Pinder3b 2 0 0 0 Bregmanss2 0 0 1 
M.OIson lb 2 0 0 0 Straw SS 2 0 0 0 

Martini If-p 2 0 0 0 Brntley If 4 10 0 

Canha rf-lb 4 0 11 Stassi lb 0 0 0 0 
Lureanocf 3 0 0 0 Alvarez dh 3 2 2 2 

K.Davis dh 3 0 0 0 Gurriel lb 3 13 3 

Hrrmannlf 0 0 0 0 Mrsnckph-cf 10 0 0 
Grssmn If-rf 2 0 0 0 Rddck rf-lb-lf 4 2 1 0 

Profar 2b 3 0 0 0 R.Chrnsc 4 2 3 0 

Phegleyc 3 0 0 0 A.Diaz3b 4 2 13 

Totals 30 1 2 1 Totals 37111311 
Oakland 000 100 000- 1 

Houston 047 000 OOx-11 

E-Reddick (4). LOB-Oakland 3, Hous¬ 

ton 12. 2B—M.Chapman (27), Canha (9), 
Altuve (15), Alvarez (10), Reddick (13). 
HR—Alvarez (11), Gurriel (19), A.Diaz (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Bailey L,8-7 2 8 9 9 3 2 

Schlitter 3 4 2 2 1 3 

Wang 2 10020 

Martini 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Houston 

G. ColeW,ll-5 7 2 1 1 1 11 

H. Rondon 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Joe.Smith 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Bailey pitched to 5 batters in the 
3rd HBP-by Bailey (A.Diaz), by Wang 
(Springer). T-2:56. A-41,534 (41,168). 

Diamondbacks 6, Orioles 3 

Baltimore Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Villar 2b 5 0 0 0 J.Dyson If 5 0 0 0 

Alberto 3b 4 13 1 K.Martecf 4 12 0 

Mancini rf 4 0 0 0 E.Escbr2b-3b4 2 2 1 

Nunez lb 4 12 1 C.WIkerlb 4 111 

Sntnderlf 4 110 A.Jonesrf 4 13 1 

Sverinoc 3 0 0 0 Lamb 3b 4 111 

S.WIkrs Cf 4 0 0 0 Crchton p 0 0 0 0 

Ri.Mrtn ss 3 0 2 1 Holland p 0 0 0 0 

SmthJrph 10 10 Ahmed ss 4 0 11 

Brooks p 1 0 0 0 C.Kellyc 3 0 0 1 

G.Ynoap 0000 Rayp 3010 

R.Ruizph 1 0 0 0 Hiranop 0 0 0 0 

Kline p 0 0 0 0 I.Vrgas 2b 10 10 

M.Cstro p 0 0 0 0 

C.Davisph 10 0 0 

Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 36 612 6 
Baltimore 010 020 000-3 

Arizona 302 100 00x-6 

E-Alberto (8). LOB-Baltimore 7, 
Arizona 10. 2B—A.Jones (20), Lamb (6), 

I. Vargas (7). 3B-E.Escobar 2 (9). HR—Al¬ 
berto (6), Nunez (23). SB-E.Escobar (4). 
S-Brooks (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Brooks L,2-4 3% 9 6 5 1 1 

G.Ynoa M 2 0 0 1 2 

Kline 2'A 1 0 0 11 

M.Castro % 0 0 0 1 2 

Arizona 

Ray W,9-6 6 8 3 3 1 10 

Hirano H,9 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Crichton H,1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Holland S,17-21 1 1 0 0 0 2 

WP-Ray. T—2:55. A-19,192 (48,519). 
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Security personnel at Chicago’s Guaranteed Rate Field are viewed 
through the newly extended protective netting along left field before 
a game between the Miami Marlins and the White Sox on Monday. 


Nova’s four-hitter, 
extended netting 
stand out in Chicago 


By Scott King 

Associated. Press 

CHICAGO — Ivan Nova 
stumped Miami again and im¬ 
proved to 5-0 against the Marlins. 

Nova pitched a four-hitter that 
led the Chicago White Sox over 
Miami 9-1 on Monday night. 

“I always want to do my best out 
there,” Nova said. “I always work 
hard. Today it finally came out.” 

Jose Abreu hit a two-run homer, 
Yoan Moncada added a three-run 
shot, and James McCann and 
Ryan Goins later connected for 
back-to-back drives. 

“Nothing that he does surprises 
me,” Abreu said of Moncada. “Be¬ 
cause I know all the time that he’s 
looking to do more. He had been 
working hard. He’s a great base¬ 
ball player with a lot of talent and 
I still think that he can do more.” 

Chicago opened a 10-game 
homestand by winning for the 
third time in its last 11 tries. The 
Marlins fell to 0-4 on their six- 
game road trip. 

The White Sox became the first 
team in the majors to have protec¬ 
tive netting in place from foul pole 
to foul pole, extending the safety 
measure for their first game at 
Guaranteed Rate Field since the 
All-Star break. 

The new netting reaches a max¬ 
imum height of 45 feet and, for 
ground rules, will be treated like 
a wall — any ball that bounces or 
is thrown off the nets will remain 
in play. The extra netting didn’t 
come into play in its debut. 

“I think it’s awesome,” Chicago 
manager Rick Renteria said. “I 
know they’ve been considering it 
and talking about it, a lot of people 
have been talking about it through¬ 
out the league, obviously through 
injuries and things that have oc¬ 
curred. For (the organization) to 
be on the forefront of it speaks a 
lot to their desire to want to give 
both the fans safety and still see 
the ballgame very clearly.” 

The White Sox announced the 
safety measure last month, a 
week after a foul ball at the park 


sent a woman to the hospital with 
her head bleeding. 

On Sunday in Cleveland, anoth¬ 
er fan was hurt by a foul. Indians 
star Francisco Lindor said he was 
told his line drive put a 3-year-old 
boy in the hospital. 

“It’s a great idea,” White Sox 
pitcher Evan Marshall said. “It’s 
a shame it wasn’t done sooner 
and just almost a standard across 
baseball, I think. Finally the play¬ 
ers are speaking out because ev¬ 
erybody is tired of seeing people 
get hit. 

“It just sucks the air right out 
of the game and we see it happen. 
It’s hard to move on to the next 
pitch or do whatever because 
somebody’s going to the emer¬ 
gency room,” he said. 

Several fans, including a 2- 
year-old girl in Houston, have 
been injured by hard-hit fouls 
this season. Many players and 
fans have implored Major League 
Baseball to require pole-to-pole 
netting covering foul territory at 
every ballpark. 

White Sox rookie star Eloy Ji¬ 
menez hit the foul last month that 
injured the woman. 

“It’s really good because now 
the fans are going to be more 
safe,” he said. “Especially be¬ 
cause line-drive foul balls, most 
of the time they’re super hard. I 
think it’s going to be safe for the 
fans.” 

Nova (5-9) improved to 5-0 life¬ 
time against the Marlins, striking 
out five with no walks. This was 
his ninth career complete game 
— his previous one was a three- 
hit shutout against the Marlins 
for Pittsburgh on April 29, 2017. 

“We’ve had trouble with him, to 
be quite honest with you,” Miami 
manager Don Mattingly said. 
“And that’s when we had a stack 
of hitters in here that did not han¬ 
dle him well. We have consistent¬ 
ly not been able to do anything 
with him.” 

Jorge Alfaro homered in the 
second inning for the lone Miami 
run. 


Roundup 

Twins hit 5 homers, turn 
triple play to top Yankees 



Jeff Wheeler, Star Tribune/AP 


Twins second baseman Jonathan Schoop, top, throws to first to 
complete a first-inning triple play after forcing out the Yankees’ 
Aaron Judge during Monday’s game in Minneapolis. 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Most of 
the highlights for the Minnesota 
Twins in this remarkable season 
have been home runs, putting 
them on pace to smash the major 
league record. 

That mark currently belongs 
to the New York Yankees, who 
watched the Twins whittle away 
at it on Monday night with a pow¬ 
erful start to this series between 
AL division leaders. 

Mitch Garver hit two of five 
home runs by the Twins, who 
held on for an 8-6 victory over the 
Yankees after a tone-setting triple 
play in the first inning. 

“Those are the teams thatyou’re 
going to have to play at the end 
of the season if you want to hold 
up the trophy,” said Garver, who 
has 19 homers in just 181 at-bats. 
“These are the games that are 
really good for us, because we’re 
playing against the top level.” 

Jorge Polanco, Nelson Cruz and 
Max Kepler also went deep, giving 
the Twins their eighth game with 
five or more homers this season. 
All but Garver’s second solo shot 
came off starter CC Sabathia (5- 
5), who lasted only four innings. 

“Just like our lineup, it’s a tough 
lineup to face,” Sabathia said, 
“so you’ve got to be sharp, and I 
wasn’t.” 

Martin Perez was hit just as 
hard, serving up home runs to Gio 
Urshela in the third, Luke Voit in 
the fourth and AL batting leader 
D J LeMahieu in the fifth. 

The deciding factor, then, was 
those sharp grounders, starting 
with Edwin Encarnacion after 
back-to-back walks. The ball went 
straight to third baseman Luis Ar- 
raez, who stepped on the bag and 
deftly whipped the ball to second 
baseman Jonathan Schoop in the 
same motion to barely get Aaron 
Judge. Schoop’s razor-sharp relay 
to first baseman Miguel Sano beat 
Encarnacion by a step. 

Gary Sanchez grounded into an 
inning-ending double play in the 
third. Judge did the same in the 
sixth. 

Red Sox 9, Rays 4: J.D. Mar¬ 
tinez homered and drove in four 
runs, including an RBI double in 
the ninth inning following Tampa 
Bay’s curious decision to put a po¬ 
sition player on the mound, and 
visiting Boston won going away. 

Eduardo Rodriguez (12-4) al¬ 
lowed two hits in seven scoreless 
innings to win his sixth straight 
decision. He limited the sput¬ 
tering Rays to a pair of infield 
singles. 

Tampa Bay manager Kevin 
Cash sent out rookie infielder 
Mike Brosseau to pitch the ninth. 
Brosseau, who started the game 
at second base, allowed doubles to 
Xander Bogaerts and Martinez. 
He was the fifth player to pitch for 
the Rays in the game. 


Indians 7, Blue Jays 3: Mike 
Clevinger pitched seven innings 
to win his third straight decision, 
Oscar Mercado homered and tri¬ 
pled, and visiting Cleveland beat 
Toronto to improve to 13-3 in July. 

Francisco Lindor drove in a 
pair of runs and Jason Kipnis had 
two hits and scored twice for the 
Indians, who are a major league- 
best 29-11 since June 4. 

Astros 11, Athletics 1: Gerrit 
Cole pitched seven strong innings 
and Aledmys Diaz, Yordan Alva¬ 
rez and Yuli Gurriel homered as 
Houston jumped on Homer Bai¬ 
ley for nine runs early and sailed 
to a win over visiting Oakland. 

Cole (11-5) yielded two hits and 
one run while striking out 11 to 
help Houston to its sixth straight 
win. Cole has won seven straight 
decisions, with his last loss com¬ 
ing on May 22. 

Cardinals 6, Pirates 5 (10): 

Paul Goldschmidt hit his fifth ca¬ 
reer grand slam in the top of the 
10th and right fielder Jose Mar¬ 
tinez threw out the tying run at 
the plate to help visiting St. Louis 
beat Pittsburgh. 

Goldschmidt sent a pitch from 
Clay Holmes (1-1) to the con¬ 
course that runs behind the wall 
in right-center field as the streak¬ 
ing Cardinals improved to 8-3 
since the All-Star break. 


Reds 6, Brewers 5: Eugenio 
Suarez hit a pair of home runs, 
including a two-run, go-ahead 
shot in the ninth inning off Jere¬ 
my Jeffress as visiting Cincinnati 
rallied past Milwaukee. 

Suarez had given Cincinnati 
a 4-1 lead when he took Adrian 
Houser deep with two out in the 
seventh. 

Giants 5, Cubs 4: Joe Panik hit 
a go-ahead double with two outs 
in a three-run eighth inning, and 
host San Francisco continued its 
winning ways since the All-Star 
break by rallying past Chicago. 

Austin Slater doubled home the 
tying run, and Brandon Craw¬ 
ford hit an RBI single to help 
key the late comeback against 
Pedro Strop (2-4) as surprising 
San Francisco (51-50) won for the 
ninth time in 10 games and 16th 
in 19. 

Mariners 7, Rangers 3: Marco 
Gonzales recovered from a shaky 
start to throw seven strong in¬ 
nings, Austin Nola hit a three- 
run homer to put his team ahead 
for good, and host Seattle handed 
Texas its eighth straight loss. 

Diamondbacks 6, Orioles 3: 
Eduardo Escobar tripled twice, 
Adam Jones had three hits against 
his former team and host Arizona 
beat Baltimore in the opener of a 
three-game series. 
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Offensive onslaught 

Twins hit five homers, turn triple play 
in victory over Yankees » mlb, Page 31 
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SIZZLING 

Oppressive heat awaits 
teams for training camp 

By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

U ntil the NFL shortens its preseason, there will 
be one goal in late July and early August. 

Stay healthy. 

Unfortunately, nearly every team sustains sig¬ 
nificant injuries, some of which can be devastating for the 
regular season. Coaches and general managers will curse 
under their breath when they lose a key regular, then claim 
the “next man up” policy will take care of the problem. 

Sometimes, they are right. Often, the swearing becomes 
more intense and louder. 

As teams settle in at sweltering training camps this week, 
playbooks are distributed (digitally, of course), rookies and 
other youngsters try to catch the eye of decision makers, 
and fans wonder what their teams will look like in early 
September. And beyond. 

Except, perhaps, in New England. 

SEE SIZZZLING ON PAGE 27 




Ron Schwane, above, and John Raoux, left/AP 

Above: Cleveland Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield, left, talks with new head coach Freddie Kitchens 
at the team’s training facility in Berea, Ohio. Of all the new hires, Kitchens might be under the most 
pressure considering the ramped-up expectations in Cleveland — and the potential for major disruptions. 
Left: After helping Philadelphia win the Super Bowl in 2018, Nick Foies has moved on to Jacksonville. 


China's Sun controversial winner again » Swimming, Page 26 













